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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health  and  Housing 
Committee  of  the  Hereford  County  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  my  Sixth  Annual  Report  on  the 
Health  and  Sanitary  Condition  of  the  Administrative  County. 

1 regret  that  some  of  the  District  Reports  were  not  received  early  enough 
in  the  year  to  enable  me  to  present  my  Report  at  the  June  Meeting. 

The  mortality  and  other  figures  for  the  Administrative  County  are  on  the 
whole  very  satisfactory. 

The  birth  rate  recorded  is  rather  higher  than  that  in  1912;  the  crude 
death  rate  is  only  a very  little  higher  than  the  satisfactory  figure  of  last  year, 
and  the  standardized  death  rate  is  considerably  lower  than  that  for  Rural  England 
and  Wales. 

The  infantile  mortality  rate  is  only  slightly  higher  than  that  of  last  year. 

The  death  rate  from  Tubercular  Diseases  shews  fluctuations  from  year  to 
year,  but  is  gradually  declining. 

The  Cancer  death  rate  still  keeps  going  up. 

The  treatment  of  Consumption  has  now  been  established  and  the  question 
13  fully  discussed  in  the  Report.  The  work  of  the  period  under  consideration 
was  undertaken  by  Dr.  White,  who  resigned  early  in  1914.  Dr.  Sandiland,  the 
present  Clinical  Tuberculosis  Officer  is  worthily  carrying  on  the  duties  of  the 
office.  ' 

It  is  of  the  greatest  importance  that  the  County  Council  should  complete 
their  scheme  at  the  earliest  possible  moment.  This  is  imperative  if  the  best 
results  are  to  be  obtained. 

The  County  and  City  Laboratory  is  doing  excellent  service  and  is  available 
for  the  Sanitary  Authorities  of  the  County. 

The  provision  of  Cottages  for  the  Working  Classes  remains  practically 
unsolved.  The  Housing  Acts  are  being  enforced,  but  many  houses  remain 
uninhabitable  in  most  districts. 

Nothing,  1 am  convinced,  has  a more  detrimental  effect  upon  the  health 
of  the  community  than  inadequate  housing  and  consequent  overcrowding. 

It  is  desirable  that  the  Council  should  give  their  attention  to  these 
questions. 

Notice  must  also  be  directed  to  further  improvement  in  Isolation 
Hospital  Accommodation  and  the  control  over  rood  and  Drugs. 

I desire  to  take  this  opportunity  of  expressing  my  gratitude  to  the 
Committee  for  their  unfailing  courtesy  and  support  during  a year  of  important 
developments. 

I am  greatly  indebted  to  the  District  Medical  Officers  of  Health,  and 
my  thanks  are  due  to  the  Tuberculosis  O-.lcer  for  his  constant  co-operation, 
and  to  the  Assistant  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  Staff  for  their  loyal  service. 

1 have  the  honour  to  be 


Shirehall, 

September,  1914. 


Your  obedient  Servant, 

D DRYBURGH  GOLD. 


- - . ■•i.  ii,  - 
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COUNTY  OF  HEREFORD. 


Public  Health  and  Housing  Committee  ol  the  County  Counc;: 


Hr.  G.  CRESSWELL,  Chairman. 


Col.  R.  Prescott  Decie  (Chairman 
of  County  Council). 

Mr.  James  Corner  (Vice-Chairman 
of  County  Council). 

Mr.  H.  J.  Bailey. 

Mr.  F.  Ballard. 

Mr.  F.  J.  Berry. 

Mr.  W.  T.  B .ARNE BY. 

Mr.  E.  F.  B ULMER. 

Sir  John  Cotterell,  Bart. 

Mr.  E.  A.  Capel. 

Sir  Archer  Croft.  Bart. 

Mr.  J.  C.  Davies. 

Mr.  W.  J.  Davies. 

Mr.  S.  H.  Deakxn. 


Mr.  M.  S.  Dent. 

Major  E.  M.  Dunne. 

Mr.  R.  Farr. 

Mr.  H.  K.  Foster. 

Mr.  J.  Godsell. 

Mr.  W.  A.  S.  H.  Kevill-Davtes 
Mr.  E W Langford. 

Mr.  H.  Langford. 

Mr.  T.  Lewis. 

Mr.  J.  T.  Lutley. 

Mr.  T.  A.  Matthews. 

Mr.  Stewart  Robinson. 

Mr.  H.  F.  Russell. 

Mr.  H.  J.  Southall. 

Mr.  H.  Walker. 


The  Midwives'  Act  Committee. 

Mr.  G.  Cresswell,  Chairman. 


Col.  R.  Prescott  Decie  (Chairman  Mrs.  W.  H.  Barneby. 

of  County  Council).  Miss  P.  A.  Blake. 

Sir  Archer  Croft.  Bart.  Dr.  Paul  Chapman. 

Sir  J.ames  Rankin,  Bart.  Dr.  E.  F.  Morris. 

Mr.  H.  Walker. 

District  Medical  Officers  of  Health. 


Name. 

Herbert  Jones,  L.R.C.S.I.,  D.P.H.,  Southbank  Road, 

Hereford  

John  W.  Miller,  M.D.,  D.P.H.,  Lynwood,  Cantilupe 

- Street,  Hereford  

Richard  Harding,  L.R.C.P.,  L.F.P.S.,  The  Laurels,  New 

Radnor  

J.  McKean  Harrison,  M.B.,  B.Ch.,  Gloucester  House, 

Ledbury  

Robert  Williams,  M.B.,  C.M.,  The  Croase  House,  Kings- 

land  

A.  J.  Campbell,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  Chepstow  House, 
Ross  


Urban  District: 

Bromyard. 

Hereford  City 

Kington. 

Ledbury. 

Leominster. 

Ross. 


— 
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District  Medical  Officers  of  Health— coni. 

Name.  Rural  Districts. 


E.  HlNCXS,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  Broad  Street,  Hay 

';xx3Est  Jones,  L.R.C.S.I.,  D.P.H.  ...  

Ditto  ditto 

Ditto  ditto 

;uiard  Harding,  L.R.C.S.,  LF.P.S. 
jlrbert  Jones,  L.R.C.S.I.,  D.P.H. 

Ditto  ditto 

^ J.  Campbell,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 

Herbert  Jones,  L.R.C.S.I.,  D.P.H 

iOVD  G.  Smith,  M.D.,  Oak  House,  Monmouth 

ER  T.  Whelan,  F.R.C.S.I.,  L.R.C.P.,  Leintwardine 


Bredwardine. 

Bromyard.* 

Dore.* 

Hereford.* 

Kington. 

Ledbury.* 

Leominster.* 

Ross. 

Weobley.* 

Whitchurch. 

Wigmore. 


Assistant  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Henry  Holroyd,  M.B.,  B.S.,  D.P.H. 

Clinical  Tuberculosis  Officer. 

Adam  White.  M.B.,  D.P.H. 

Inspector  of  Midwives,  and  Superintendent. 

Miss  A.  Boden,  Church  Road  Cottages,  Tupsley,  Hereford. 

Assistant  Superintendents. 

Miss  Nesbitt.  Miss  Relph. 

Clerk — Mr.  L.  A.  Nicholls. 

Dates  on  Which  the  Annual  Reports  were  Received  for  Year  1913. 
Crban. 


Bromyard 
Hereford  City 
Kington  ... 
Ledbury  ... 
Leominster 
Ross 
Rural. 

Bredwardine 
Bromyard 
Dore 
Hereford 
Ledbury 
Leominster 
Weobley 


Combined 

Districts. 


Kington  ... 
Ross 

Whitchurch 

Wigmore 


June  8th,  1913 
April  14th,  „ 

July  6th,  „ 

Feb.  18th,  „ 

March  25th,  „ 
June  24th,  ,, 

May  12th,  „ 


June  8th, 


June  18th, 
June  22nd, 
March  18th, 
March  6th, 


U-j 


t * 


Forming  the  Combined  Districts. 
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In  a “ General  ’ Order  ” dated  July  29th,  19x0,  in  which 
duties  of  all  County  Medical  Officers  of  Health  were  defined  t' 
following  Sections  must  be  adhered  to  in  the  preparation  of  \ 
Report . — 

(7)  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  the  County  shall  as  soon  as  practice 

after  the  31st  day  of  December  in  each  year  make  an  Annual  Rc»,  - 
to  the  County  Council  up  to  the  end  of  December  on  the  saz. 
circumstances,  the  sanitary  administration  and  the  vital  stati..'  - 
of  the  County. 

In  addition  to  any  other  matters  upon  which  the  Medical  Or  : 
of  Health  may  consider  it  desirable  to  report,  his  Annual  R., 
shall  contain  the  following  sections  : — 

(а)  A digest  of  all  annual  and  special  reports  made  by  the  Med 

Officers  of  Health  of  all  County  districts  within  the  County 

(б)  a section  as  to  the  isolation  hospital  accommodation  avail.) 

for  each  County  district  and  as  to  the  steps  which  shoui  1 , 
taken  to  remedy  any  deficiencies  which  may  exist  ; 


i 


(c)  a section  on  the  administration  of  the  Housing  of  the  Worl 

Classes  Acts,  1890  to  1909,  within  the  County  ; 

(d)  a section  on  the  water  supply  of  the  several  County  districts  w.-.. 

the  County  ; 

(e)  a section  on  the  pollution  of  streams  within  the  County  and  as 

the  steps  for  the  prevention  of  pollution  taken  : — 

(i)  by  the  local  authorities,  and  , 

(ii)  by  the  County  Council ; 

(/)  a section  on  the  administration  within  the  County  of  the  Midwh  * 
Act,  1902  ; and 

(g)  a section  on  the  administration  of  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  ' 
1875  to  1907,  within  that  part  of  the  County  in  which  the  Ccua’ 
Council  have  jurisdiction  for  the  purposes  of  those  Acts. 

(8)  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  the  County  shall  send  to  us  two  c:  ; 
of  his  Annual  Report  and  two  copies  of  any  Special  Report  , 
shall  also  send  one  copy  of  his  Annual  Report  to  the  Council  of  <-'• 
County  district  in  the  County  and  shall  send  three  copies  o: 
Special  Report  to  the  Council  of  every  such  County  district  a:: .<• 
by  the  Special  Report.  . , 
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PART  I. 


AREA  AND  POPULATION. 


AREA. — The  Administrative  County  of  Hereford  has  an  area 
538,924  statute  acres  (land  and  inland  water)  according  to  the 
of  1911,  of  which  15,  864  is  Urban  and  523,  060  Rural. 

There  are  in  the  County  six  Urban  districts,  two  of  which 
minicipal  boroughs,  viz.,  Hereford  City  and  the  Borough  of 
Uominster,  and  eleven  Rural  districts.  There  is  no  County 
Borough  within  the  area. 


POPULATION. — According  to  the  Census  of  1911  the  popu- 
’ition  of  the  Administrative  Comity  was  114,269,  made  up  of 
35.108  males  and  59,101  females.  The  following  table  shows 
the  population  at  the  Census  of  1911  and  1901  : — 


1901  1911 

Census.  Census. 


Administrative  County  114,125  ...  114,269 

Urban  Districts  38,585  ...  39,867 

Rural  Districts  75,54°  • ••  74,402 


During  the  intercensal  period  therefore,  between  1901  and  1911, 
'.here  was  in  the  whole  Coun-ty  an  increase  of  144  or  .1  per  cent. 
In  the  Urban  districts  there  was  an  increase  of  1,282,  whereas 
m the  Rural  districts  there  was  a decrease  of  1,  138. 

In  arriving  at  the  population  at  any  stated  time  during  the 
intercensal  period,  calculations  are  usually  based  on  the  supposi- 
tion that  the  rate  of  increase  or  decrease  during  the  previous 
intercensal  period  has  been  maintained,  and  it  is  on  this  supposi- 
■•on  presumably  that  most  of  the  District  Medical  Officers  have 
made  their  returns  for  the  past  year. 

The  following  table  gives  the  populations  of  all  the  districts 
--  the  Ceusus  of  1911,  and  as  estimated  by  the  District  Medical 
O.ncers  for  the  year  1913  : — 
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URBAN  DISTRICTS. 


Population 

Census 

1901. 

Population 

Census 

1911. 

■ Population 
Estimated 

I9I3- 

Bromyard  . . 

Hereford  City  (M.B.) 

Kington 

Ledbury 

Leominster  (M.B.).. 

Ross 

1,663 

21,382 

1.944 

3.259 

5,826 

*4,5H 

1,703 

22,568 

1,819 

3,358 

5,737 

4,682 

L7i2 

22,852 

I>791 

3,400 

57 17 
4,720 

38.5S5 

39.S67 

40,192 

RURAL 

DISTRICTS. 

Population 

Population 

Population 

Census 

Census ' 

Estimated 

1901. 

1911. 

19 13- 

Bredwardiue  • 

2,094 

1-995 

L973 

Bromyard  . . 

8,244 

7,93i 

' 7,861 

Dore 

6,742 

6,491 

6,435 

Hereford 

13,271 

13,597 

x3,67i 

Kington 

5,254 

4,996 

4,940 

Ledbury 

9,068 

9,059  . 

9 057 

Leominster.. 

7,9H 

7>9I5 

7,9i5 

Ross 

10,313 

10,421 

10,445 

Weobley 

6,951 

6,699 

6,647 

Whitchurch . . 

i,55o 

1,526 

1,522 

Wigmore 

4,142 

3,772 

3,689 

75-540 

74,402 

74755 

* Figure  relative  to  new  area  formed  in  1906 
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TOTAL  ESTIMATED  POPULATION,  1913  (MIDSUMMER), 

as  returned  by  the  District  Medical  Officers. 


Estimated 

Population 

I9I3- 

Increase 
on  Census 
Population 
of  1911. 

Decrease 
on  Census 
Population 
of  1911. 

Urban  Districts 

40,192 

325 

— 

Rural  Districts 

74.155 

— 

247 

Total  Estimated  Population  of 

Administrative  County  . . 

“4.347 

78 

— 

These  returns,  it  will  be  seen,  make  out  an  Urban  increase 
over  the  last  census  population  of  325,  and  a decrease  in  the 
Rural  population  to  the  extent  of  247,  giving  an  increase  since 
the  1911  Census  of  78  on  the  whole  Administrative  County. 

In  several  of  the  District  Reports  for  1912  it  was  obvious 
that  the  District  Medical  Officers  had  relied  almost  entriely  on 
local  knowledge  in  arriving  at  the  populations  at  the  middle  of 
the  year  in  questions.  Many  of  them  were  not  in  harmony  with 
the  figures  of  the  recent  Census. 

In  order  to  obviate  this  error  for  the  current  year  the  correct 
estimate  was  sent  out  to  these  districts  early  in  1913,  and  these 
have  been  utilised  except  in  Ledbury  Urban  District,  in  which  case 
the  population  has  been  slightly  over  estimated.  The  correct 
figure  has  been  utilised  in  the  tables. 

Strictly,  it  is  usual  to  make  the  calculations  on  the 
assumption  that  the  increase  or  decrease  which  has  occurred 
during  the  previous  intercensal  period,  is  being  maintained. 

On  this  basis,  I have  calculated  the  populations  for  each 
district  to  Midsummer,  1913,  which  will  be  found  in  Table  B at 
end  of  Report.  Summarised  it  is  as  follows  : — 


1 

Popula- 

1 

lion 

Increase 

Decrease 

. 

Esti- 

on 

on 

Popula- 

mated  to 

Census 

Census 

1 

tion 

Mid- 

Popula- 

Popula- 

Census 

summer 

tion  of 

tion  of 

191X. 

IQI3- 

1911. 

1911; 

J . . 

Urban  Districts 

39)867 

4°,I72 

305 

— 

Rural  Districts 

74,402 

74A55 

— 

2 47 

y 

Total  Population  Adminis- 

trative  County  . . 

CD 

<N 

H 

H 

114,327 

58 

— 

BIRTH  RATE. 

The  total  number  of  births  registered  in  the  County  after 
due  correction  daring  1913  was  2,404  against  2,358  in  1912.  Of 
this  number  872  occurred  in  the  Urban  districts  and  1,532  in  the 
Rural  districts.  The  following  tables  give  the  birth  rates  per 
1,000  population  : — 


Urban  Districts. 

No.  of 
Births 

I9I3- 

Birth  Rate 

I9I3- 

Birth  Rate 
1912. 

1.  Bromyard- 

31 

18.0 

x9-3 

2.  Hereford  City 

5i4 

22.4 

19.1 

3.  Kington 

3i 

x7-3 

23.2 

4.  Ledbury 

81 

23-9 

22.2 

5.  Leominster  . . . . - . . 

124 

21-6 

21-4 

6.  Ross  . . 

1 

91 

I9-2 

20.8 

Rural  Districts. 

' 

1.  Bredwardine 

3° 

15-2 

18-6 

2.  Bromyard  . . 

166 

21- 1 

244 

3.  Dore  . . 

138 

21-4 

187 

4.  Hereford 

282 

20-6 

178 

5.  Kington 

92 

18.6 

24-5 

6.  Ledbury 

202 

22.3 

21-4 

7.  Leominster  . . 

148 

187 

210 

8.  Ross  . . 

201 

19.2 

19-8 

9.  Weobley 

x52 

' 22.8 

23-2 

10.  Whitchurch 

37 

24-3 

24.9 

11.  Wigmore  . . ... 

84 

22.7 

20-1 

" " T..'.  


Red  = England  & Wales 
Black = County  of  Hereford. 


Birth  Rates. 


r.  ...  ...  ■ > 


II 


birth  rates  of  urban  and  rural  districts  and 

ADMINISTRATIVE  COUNTY. 

( Per  1,000  persons  living.) 


Urban  Districts 

I9I3- 

21.7 

1912. 

20-1 

Rural  Districts  . . 

20.6 

20.8 

Average  of 

ten  years 

Administrative  County 

210 

20-6 

1903-1912- 

217 

England  and  Wales  C633^241) 

22-3 

22.5 

— 

England  and  Wales 

23-9 

23.8 

26.3 

The  birth-rate  for  the  Administrative  County  after  due  cor- 
rection is  .4  per  1,000  higher  than  last  year.  The  rate  for  1913 
is  .7  per  1,000  below  the  average  for  the  past  10  years. 

The  Urban  district  having  the  highest  birth-rate  is  Ledbury 
with  23.9,  and  Kington  has  the  lowest  rate — 17.3.  In  the  Rural 
districts,  Whitchurch  shows  the  highest  birth-rate  with  24.3,  and 
Bredwardine  the  lowest  with  15.2.  Little  importance,  however, 
need  be  attached  to  yearly  variations  in  small  districts.  The 
aggregate  rate  is  of  more  importance. 

As  pointed  out  by  the  Registrar-General  in  his  70th  Annual 
Report,  the  crude  birth-rate,  i.e.,  the  proportion  of  registered 
births  to  the  total  population  of  all  ages,  is  not  adapted  to  com- 
parative purposes,  because  of  the  differences  in  sex  and  age  con-, 
stitution  of  the  different  populations,  nor  for  comparisons  extending 
over  a series  of  years,  because  of  the  changing  constitution  of  the 
population  in  regard  to  sex,  age,  and  condition  as  to  marriage. 
It  is  preferable,  therefore,  to  measure  the  birth-rate  not  only  by 
ascertaining  the  proportion  of  registered  births  to  the  total  popula- 
tion, but  also  to  the  number  of  possible  mothers. 

I have  worked  out  the  figures  for  Urban  and  Rural  districts, 
and  also  for  the  Administrative  County.  This  shows  the  birth, 
rate  in  a somewhat  different  fight. 

Considering  (1)  birth-rate  based  on  the  number  of  legitimate 
births  to  the  married  female  population  between  the  ages  of  15 
and  45,  we  get  per  1,000  : 


— -- — r ~ " 


.*<  41 


•;! 
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(1)  LEGITIMATE  BIRTH  RATE. 


X9I3- 

1912. 

Urban  Districts  

219.2 

204.2 

Rural  Districts  

210.2 

213.1 

Administrative  County 

213-4 

210.0 

England  and  Wales  (1909-11) 

202.5 

— 

(2)  Birth-rate  based  on  the  number  of  illegitimate  births  to 
the  unmarried  and  widowed  female  population  between  the  ages  of 
I5'45-  There  were  147  illegitimate  births  in  the  county  (57  in 
Urban  and  90  in  Rural  districts)  in  1913,  against  135  in  1912, 
and  the  illegitimate  birth-rate  on  the  same  basis  per  1,000  is  : — 


(2)  ILLEGITIMATE  BIRTH  RATE. 


1912; 

Urban  Districts 

10. 1 

7.2 

Rural  Districts 

9.8 

„io 

Administrative  County 

9.9 

8.1 

England  and  Wales  (1909-11) 

7.6 

— 

The  birth  rate  shows  a constant  tendency  to  decline.  It  should  be 
stated  however  that  the  latter  figures  of  the  legitimate  and  illegitimate  birth 
rates  are  calculated  on  the  returns  of  1901  Census,  the  complete  Report  for 
the  County  not  yet  being  available. 


DEATH  RATE. 

The  number  of  deaths  which  occurred  in  the  County  during 
1913,  after  due  correction  for  residents  and  non-residents,  was 
1,574.  Of  these,  502  occurred  in  the  Urban  districts  and  1,072  in 
the  Rural  districts.  The  following  table  shows  how  these  deaths 
are  distributed  and  the  rates  per  1,000  persons  living  : — 


1 ■ mj*<r  ' 1 


13 


Urban  Districts. 

No.  of 

Deaths 

I9I3- 

Death 

Rate 

I9I3- 

Death 

Rate 

1912- 

I.  Bromyard  . . 

26 

I5-I 

9-3 

2.  Hereford  City 

285 

124 

12-6 

3.  Kington 

31 

17-3 

9.4 

4.  Ledbury 

48 

14. 2 

121 

5.  Leominster  . . 

52 

9.0 

12-3 

6.  Ross 

60 

127 

14-2 

Rural  Districts. 

1.  Bredwardine 

29 

14  6 

l6-I 

2.  Bromyard  . . 

104 

13.2 

I4.I 

3.  Dore 

87 

13-5 

12.6 

4.  Hereford 

204 

x4-9 

132 

5.  Kington 

7i 

14.4 

x5  1 

6.  Ledbury 

122 

13-4 

122 

7.  Leominster  . . 

no 

13-8 

166 

8.  Ross 

142 

13-5 

132 

9.  Weobley 

118 

17.7 

139 

10.  Whitchurch 

28 

18.3 

150 

rr.  Wigmore 

57 

15-4 

150 

CRUDE  DEATH  RATES  OF  U 


-tBAN  AND  RURAL  DISTRICTS  AND 


ADMINISTRATIVE  COUNTY. 


(Per  1,000  persons  living.) 


I9I3- 

1912. 

Urban  Districts 

125 

12.5 

Average 

Rural  Districts  . . 

14.4 

138 

ten  years 
1903-1912. 

Administrative  County 

137 

13-3 

145 

England  and  Wales  (,e93tot^a2tl) 

13-1 

12.9 

— 

England  and  Wales 

13  7 

13-3 

1:4.9 

In  the  Urban  districts  the  highest  death-rate  (17.3)  is  recorded 
in  Kington,  and  the  lowest  (9.0)  in  Leominster.  Bromyard  had 
the  lowest  death  rate  in  1912. 

In  the  Rural  districts  the  highest  death-rate  (18.3)  is  found 
in  Whitchurch,  and  the  lowest  (13.2)  in  Bromyard. 

These  figures  represent  the  crude  death-rates. 
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STANDARDIZED  DEATH  RATES. 

The  Standardized  Death  Rates  (formerly  called  the  Corrected  Death 
Rates)  are  the  rates  which  would  have  been  recorded  had  the  sex  and  ag» 
constitution  of  the  populations  of  the  several  areas  been  identical  with  that 
of  England  and  Wales  as  enumerated  in  1901. 

The  Standardized  Death  Rates,  therefore,  represent  the  Crude  Death 
Rates  multiplied  by  the  respective  Standardizing  Factor  in  order  to  mak- 
correction  for'  differences  of  sex  and  age  constitution  of  the  several  popu- 
lations in  1911  as  compared  with  that  of  England  and  Wales  in  1901. 


Below  they  are  given  and  compared  with  the  crude  death-rates 


Urban  Districts. 

Standardized 
Death- 
Rate,  1913. 

Crude 
Death- 
Rate,  1913. 

Bromyard 

12.89 

I5-I 

Hereford  City  . . 

12.24 

12.4 

Kington  . . 

I3-46 

I7-3 

Ledbury  . . 

11.79 

14.2 

Leominster 

' 7-64 

9.0 

Ross  . . . . . . * . . 

10.86 

12.7 

Rural  Districts. 

Bredwardine 

11.98 

14.6 

Bromyard 

10.33 

13.2 

Dore 

10.92 

13-5 

Hereford 

12.13 

14.9 

Kington  . . 

11. 10 

14.4 

Ledbury  . . 

n-35 

13-4 

Leominster 

10.75 

13-8 

Ross  . . . . . . 1 . 

10.93 

13-5 

Weobley  . . 

13-67 

17-7 

Whitchurch 

14-52 

18.3 

Wigmore 

12.22 

15-4 

Urban  Districts 

Rural  Districts  . . 

10- 87 

11 - 5i 

12.5 

14-4 

Administrative  County 

11-27 

13-7 

In  1913  the  Standardized  death-rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  . • ] , % 

„ „ „ „ less  the  241  Towns  ■ 

„ „ „ „ 145  Smaller  Towns  . 

„ „ „ 96  Great  Towns,  including  London  , 

.»  ,,  London  l • - 

The  Crude  death-rate  of  the  County  for  1913  is  .4  per  1 ' 

higher  than  that  for  1912.  That  for  1912  was  only  sic'-’- 
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higher  than  that  for  1910,  the  lowest  on  record  in  the  avail- 
able statistics. 

It  must  be  remembered  that  too  much  attention  need  not  be 
paid  to  fluctuations  in  the  death-rates  of  small  districts  taken 
separately.  The  County  rate  as  a whole  is  the  best  indication  of 
the  health  of  the  community. 


INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 

The  death  rate  among  infants  under  one  year  remains  at  a 
satisfactory  figure. 

The  infant  mortality  rate  refers  to  the  number  of  children 
who  die  under  one  year,  per  1,000  births.  During  the  year  there 
were  61  deaths  in  the  Urban'  and  122  in  the  Rural  districts  of 
children  under  one  year — in  all  183. 


Urban. 

No.  of 
Deaths. 

Rate 

I9I3- 

Rate 

1912. 

1.  Bromyard  . . 

3 

96 

60 

2.  Hereford  City 

42 

81 

80 

3.  Kington 

0 

0 

0 

4.  Ledbury 

4 

49 

40 

5.  Leominster  . . 

11 

88 

89 

6.  Ross  . . 

1 

21 

71 

Rural. 

1.  Bredwardine 

3 

100 

0 

2.  Bromyard  . . 

5 

30 

62 

3.  Dore  . . 

4 

29 

74 

4.  Hereford 

29 

102 

61 

5.  Kington 

11 

119 

49 

6.  Ledbury 

19 

94 

82 

7.  Leominster  . . 

8 

53 

89 

8.  Ross 

15 

74 

IOI 

9.  Weobley 

17 

hi 

58 

10.  Whitchurch 

2 

54 

52 

11.  Wigmore  . . . . 

9 

107 

53 

i6 


INFANTILE  MORTALITY  RATES  FOR  URBAN  AND  RURAL 
DISTRICTS  AND  ADMINISTRATIVE  COUNTY. 

( Per  i,ooo  births.) 


- 

I9I3- 

1912. 

Average 

Rate, 

1908-1912. 

Urban  Districts  

69 

7i 

88 

Rural  Districts 

79 

70 

72 

Administrative  County  

75 

7i 

78 

England  and  Wales 

(less  the  241  towns) 

96 

86 

101 

The  rate  for  the  County  as  a whole  is  higher  by  4 per  1,000 
births  than  that  for  1912. 


In  England  and  Wales  the  rate  in  1913  was  109  per  1,000 
births. 

In  England  and  Wales,  less  the  241  towns,  it  was  96  per  1,000 
births. 

In  the  96  great  towns  it  was  116  per  1,000  births.  In  the 
145  smaller  towns  it  was  112  per  1,000  births. 

It  will  be  noted  that  several  districts  have  a higher  rate  than 
last  year,  and  vice  versa.  This  does  not  necessarily  mean  that 
more  preventable  disease  amongst  children  under  one  year  exists. 

In  smaller  areas  an  additional  number  .of  deaths  from  unpre- 
ventable  causes  in  the  newly-born  gives  rise  to  considerable 
fluctuations  in  a calculated  rate. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  note  that  in  one  district  for  two  years  in 
succession,  viz.,  Kington  Urban,  no  death  occurred  amongst 
children  under  one  year. 

The  Medical  Officer  for  Hereford  City  remarks  with  reference 
to  the  appointment  of  a Health  Visitor  for  the  City  : “The  visits 
of  the  Health  Visitor  have  had  a good  influence  in  the  home,  and 
this  will  be  seen  not  only  in  the  infants  themselves,  but  also  in  the 
cleanliness  of  the  houses  and  of  the  children  generally." 

As  to  the  modern  tendency  of  rearing  children  artfiicially : 
“ It  is  satisfactory  to  note  that  not  only  a small  proportion  were 
fed  on  patent  foods.”  The  Notification  of  Births  Act  has  been 
adopted.  The  Sanitary  condition  of  the  houses  involved  was  found 
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to  be  satisfactory  and  an  exhaustive  enquiry  in  the  City  points 
to  there  being  no  other  particular  adverse  influence  unduly  affecting 
infant  life. 

In  none  of  the  other  Urban  Districts  is  any  special  mention 
made  of  the  mortality  amongst  infants. 

This  is  due  no  doubt  to  the  fact  that  the  Notification  of  Births 
Act  has  not  been  adopted. 

While  the  Kington  Urban  District  has  had  no  deaths  under 
one  year  to  record  for  the  past  two  years,  Kington  Rural  had  during 
1913  11  deaths  with  a rate  of  119  per  1,000  births. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  points  out  that  “ nothing  was 
revealed  pointing  to  any  common  cause.” 

Two  were  attributed  to  Enteritis  and  3 to  premature  birth. 

An  improvement  in  claimed  in  the  Ross  Rural  District,  where 
it  is  stated  by  the  M.O.H.  “ that  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  efforts, 
both  official  and  private,  made  to  combat  the  unnecessary  deaths 
among  babies  is  bearing  fruit  more  and  more  every  year.” 

In  Wigmore  Rural  District  there  does  not  seem  to  have  been 
any  deaths  which  might  be  called  preventible,  although  the 
M.O.H.  “ regrets  that  the  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  was  so  high.” 

In  the  Hereford  Rural  District  the  rate  was  102  and  in  the 
Weobley  Rural  District  hi  per  1,000  births. 

In  these  and  other  areas  no  reference  is  made  to  any  pre- 
ventible causes  operating. 

In  no  district  within  the  County,  other  than  the  City  of 
Hereford  is  the  Notification  of  Births  Act  in  force'. 

I consider  it  very  desirable  that  this  Act  should  be  adopted 
for  the  County  as  a whole.  There  is  no  doubt  that  there  is  a 
preventible  mortality  amongst  infants  in  the  other  Urban  and  Rural 
areas,  and  it  is  unquestioned  that  the  method  of  rearing  and 
tending  infants  in  the  country  parts  leaves  much  to  be  desired. 

In  July,  1913,  the  Local  Government  Board  issued  a circular 
letter  to  County  Councils  and  Sanitary  Authorities  calling  attention 
to  the  desirability  of  adopting  the  Act. 

Considering  that  it  is  not  likely  to  prove  practicable'  for  small 
districts  to  appoint  Health  Visitors,  I advised  the  Public  Health 
Committee  to  adopt  the  Act  for  the  County  outside  the  Hereford 
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City.  An  enquiry  had  revealed  the  fact  that  ir  no  district  was  the 
Act  in  force,  nor  was  it  apparently  intended  t z adept  it.  I pointed 
out  that  in  the  District  Nurses  of  the  County  Nursing  Association 
lay  ready  at  hand  the  machinery,  at  a trifiinr  test  to  carry  it  out. 

The  Committee,  however,  decided  nor  u cake  any  steps  for 
the  present. 

A further  communication  from  the  Local  Government  Board 
has  been  received  on  the  subject,  and  I trust  cunt  the  Committee 
will  reconsider  their  decision  at  an  early  dace.. 

- ZYMOTIC  DEATH  RATE. 

By  the  above  term  is  meant  the  der.ns  from  .the  Seven 
Principal  Zymotic  Diseases,  and  the  Table  renew  gives  the  death 
rates  per  1,000  persons,  and  compares  thernwruh  those  of  England 
and  Wales. 


M 

0 

J2. 

5 

JS 

3 .2 

O 

a 

Annual  Death- 
rate 

iPer  1000  Birth* 

s 

X 

1 

l = 

**■ 

«r  u ~ 

JU 

0 

> 

Diarrh*ea  and 
Enteritis 
(under  2 yeanj 

Urban  Districts 

o.co 

0.074 

o.coo:  0.000 

O.C'24  T.  24 

0.323 

6 88 

R oral  Districts  .... 

0.00 

0.067 

0.026 ' 0.067 

0.094  1.:  no 

0.418 

3 91 

Administrative  Co. 

0.00 

0.069 

0.017  0.043 

0.065  L2Q8 

0.384 

4.99 

England  nurl  Wales 
(less  the  241  towns' 

0.00 

0.20 

0.05  ; 0.12 

C.ll  * LJ4 

0.58 

14  39 

The  death  rates  from  the  principal  zymotic  diseases 
for  1913  are  more  favourable  than  last  year  and  are  all  con- 
siderably lower  than  the  corresponding  rates  rr  Rural  England 
and  Wales. 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis,  which  is  more  thru  any  of  the  other 
Zymotic  Diseases,  an  index  of  the  health  of  the  young  in  a com- 
munity, shows  a low  death  rate  for  the  year. 

It  is  necessary  to  state  that  in  the  above  ciuie  the  death-rate 
from  Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  only  takes  into  account  those  under 
two  years  of  age,  this  limit  having  been  adopted.  in  the  Report  of 
the  Registrar  General.  This  rate  is  calculated  per  1,000  births. 
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number  of  deaths  from  the  principal  zymotic  diseases. 


Urban 

District 

Rural 

District 

Admin. 

County 

Small  Pox 

0 

O 

0 

Measles 

3 

5 

8 

Scarlet  Fever  . . 

0 

2 

2 

Whooping  Cough 

0 

5 

5 

Diphtheria 

I 

7 

8 

Enteric  Fever. . 

1 

0 

1 

Diarrhoea  & Enteritis 

(under  2 years) 

6 

6 

12 

Totals  .- . 

11 

25 

36 

There  were  three  deaths  from  Puerpural  fever  during  1913. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

During  the  year  1913,  143  deaths  were  directly  attributable  to 
tuberculosis.  Of  this  number  in  of  the  deaths  were  caused  by 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  (Phthisis),  and  32  by  other  tubercular 
diseases. 

Compared  with  1912,  therefore,  there  were  24  more  deaths 
from  all  forms  of  Tuberculosis  and  19  more  from  Tuberculosis  of 
the  Lungs  (Phthisis). 
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?S THE  3, 

Tuberculosis  of  Lunps  ? ichiszs). — The  number  of  deaths  from 
Phthisis  in  the  Admimsm Tre  Comity  during  1913  was  m.  of 
which  39  occurred  in  the  Trt*=m  zn-d  -3  in  the  Rural  districts.  The 
rates  per  1,000  persons  dm  tie  separate  districts  are  : — 


Urban  Districts. 

j J?;aths. 

Rate  per 

1,000 

I9I3- 

Rate  per 

1,000 

1912. 

1.  Bromyard  .. 

3 

I*75 

.58 

2.  Hereford  City 

-3 

100 

.96 

3.  Kington 

3 

1-67, 

4.  Ledbury 

4 

1-18 

- -59 

5.  Leominster  . . 

4 

•69 

•34 

6.  Ross  

2 

1 -42 

.42 

Rural  Districts. 

1.  Bredwardine 

? 

r 

2 

1. 01 

2.01 

2.  Bromyard  .. 

6 

.76 

„ 76 

3.  Dore  . . 

7 

1-08 

•77 

4.  Hereford 

9 

•65 

i-3i 

5.  Kington 

S 

1.61 

1. 00 

6.  Ledbury 

5 

•55 

.66 

7.  Leominster  . . 

7 

.88 

•37 

8.  Ross  . . 

10 

•95  ' 

•47 

9.  Weobley 

...  13 

i-95 

•59 

10.  Whitchurch 

1 

.65 

— 

11.  Wigmore 

4 

i.q8 

1.87 

Calculated  on  the  ton-  number  of  deaths  returned,  the  rates 
for  Urban  and  Rural  area;  and  Administrative  County  are  : — 


Jj'Jt  9f 

Zt  azhs. 

Rate  per  1.000 
Persons  1913- 

Rate  per  i .oco 
persons } 1912. 

Urban  Districts 

d? 

•97 

.72 

Rural  Districts  . . 

•97 

..84 

Administrative  County 

— - 

•97'  ’ 

.80 

~-'Wi 
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The  Phthisis  crude  death  rate  in  England  and  Wales  in  1912 
was  1.03,  and  for  Rural  Districts  (England  and  Wales)  .77  per 
1,000  living. 

The  death-rate  from  Phthisis  has  considerably  declined 
during  the  past  few  years  throughout  England.  The  rate  in  the 
Administrative  County  is  higher  than  in  1912  by  .17  per  1,000 
persons  living.  It  will  be  noticed  how  the  rate  varies  in  the 
different  districts  and  from  year  to  year. 

If  reference  be  made  to  the  accompanying  Chart  which 
shows  the  death  rates  for  the  past  11  years,  it  will  be 
seen  there  is  a gradual  tendency  towards  a decline  in  the  death 
rates  of  both  Phthisis  and  all  Tubercular  Diseases. 

OTHER  FORMS  OF  TUBERCULOSIS. 

During  1913  there  were  32  deaths  (13  in  the  Urban  and  19 
in  the  Rural  districts),  from  other  forms  of  tuberculosis,  giving 
the  following  rates  : — 


Total  Tubercu- 

“ Other  Forms  o[ 

losis  Rate  per 

T uberculosis”  Rate 

Urban. 

1,000  ( includ - 

per  1,000  ( exclud - 

ing  Phthisis). 

ing  Phthisis). 

I9I3- 

1912. 

I9I3- 

1912. 

Bromyard  . . 

2.92 

•58 

1 .16 

0-00 

Hereford 

1.26 

I.27 

.26 

•30 

Kington 

1 67 

0-00 

0-00 

0-00 

Ledbury 

I.47 

•59 

.29 

0-00 

I^ominster 

.87 

•34 

•17 

0-00 

Ross  . . 

1-05 

1 .06 

•63 

•63 

Rural. 

Bredwardine  . . 

1-52 

2-01 

•50 

0-00 

Bromyard 

1 .01 

1. 01 

•25 

•25 

Dore  . . 

1-39 

1.23 

•31 

.46 

Hereford 

•95 

1. 61 

.28 

.29 

Kington  

2-22 

1-20 

.60 

.20 

Ledbury 

• 88 

•77 

•33 

.11 

Leominster 

.88 

•37 

0-00 

0-00 

Ross  . . 

1. 14 

•57 

.19 

.09 

Weobley 

2-10 

.89 

•15 

.29 

Whitchurch  . . 

I-3I 

■65 

•65 

65 

V-  :gmore 

I -08 

2.41 

0-00 

•53 
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“TOTAL  TUBERCULOSIS”  AND  “OTHER  TUBERCULAR  DISEASE3” 
RATES,  URBAN  AND  RURAL  DISTRICTS  AND  ADMINISTRATIVE 

COUNTY. 


Total  Tubercu - 

“ Other  torms  of 

losis  Rate  per 

Tuberculosis'’  RaU 

I,ooo  ( includ - 

per  1,000  ( exclud ■ 

• 

ing  Phthisis). 

ing  Phthisis). 

I9I3- 

1912. 

I9I3- 

19*2. 

Urban  Districts 

1 29 

•97 

•32 

• 24 

Rural  Districts 

I • 22 

1 07 

•25 

• 22 

Administrative  County 

125 

1 04 

.28 

•23 

NUMBER  OF  CASES  OF  TUBERCULOSIS  NOTIFIED  DURING 

191  3. 


Pulmonary 

T uberculosis. 

Other  forms  of 
Tuberculosis. 

No.  of 
cases 
Notified. 

*Rate  per 
1,000 

population 

No.  of 

cases 

Notified. 

Rate  per 
1,000 

population. 

Urban  Districts 

68 

1.69 

28 

.69 

Rural  Districts  

152 

2.04 

45 

.60 

Admin.  County 

220 

1.92 

73 

•63 

England  (excluding 
London) 

68,446 

2.32 

30,050 

1. 11 

* Rates  calculated  upon  estimated  population  at  mid  year,  1912. 


ADMINISTRATIVE  MEASURES  AGAINST  TUBERCULOSIS. 

The  administrative  measures  at  our  disposal  for  combating 
Tuberculosis  are  of  a varied  character,  and  may  be  summarised 
as  follows  : — 

(a.)  Through  the  District  Authorities. 

I-  Notification. — On  January  1st,  1912,  all  cases  of  Phthisis  because 
compulsorily  notifiable  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  under  the  Tuber- 
culosis Regulations,  November,  1911. 

During  the  year  1913,  320  cases  were  in  all  notified  in  the  Administra- 
tive County. 
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Qn  and  after  February  Is/,  1913,  all  cases  of  " Tuberculosis  ” became 

■■dsorily  notifiable  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  under  the  Public 
lirdih  (Tuberculosis)  Regulations  of  December,  1912. 

Bv  the  latter  all  previous  Orders  are  consolidated  and  all  forms  of 
- .'  .-rculosis pulmonary  and  non-pulmouary — are  made  compulsorily 

sotihable. 

It  is  compulsory  under  the  Regulations  for  the  School  Medical  Officer 
to  notify  to  tne  Medical  Officer  of  Health  all  cases  met  with  in  School 
inspection. 

It  is  also  required  that  the  District  Medical  Officer  of  Health  send  a 
weekly  statement  of  every  notification  received  by  him  to  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  of  the  Administrative  County. 

2. !  Bacteriological  examination  of  sputa. — This  has  been  carried  out 
hitherto  in  several  of  the  districts  by  arrangements  with  private  laboratories. 
The  County  Laboratory  is  now  available  free  of  cost  to  all  the  districts  for 
. and  other  ordinary  purposes.  All  bacteriological  work  in  connection 
with  the  duties  of  the  Tuberculosis  Officer  are  carried  out  at  this  Institution. 

3.  Disinfection  of  rooms  and  bedding. 

4..  Distribution  of  literature  in  the  form  of  “ prevention  ” cards,  and  of 
ipit  bottles  to  poor  people  if  necessary,  as  sanctioned  in  Tuberculosis  Regu- 
lations. 

5.  Control  of  the  milk  supply  by  bacteriological  examination  of  milk* 
the  tuberculin  testing  of  dairy  cows,  and  the  examination  of  cows  and  cow- 
sheds. 

6.  Improvement  of  the  cottages  of  the  working  classes.  . 

7.  District  Councils  have  other  extensive  powers  under  the  Tuber- 
culosis Regulations  : — “ The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  or  an  officer  of  the 
Local  Authority  acting  under  the  instructions  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
i hall  make  such  inquiries  and  take  such  steps  as  are  necessary  or  desirable 
for  investigating  the  source  of  infection  for  preventing  the  spread  of  the 
infection,  and  for  removing  conditions  favourable  to  infection.” 

They  have  other  special  powers  and  duties  : — " A Local  Authority,  on 
the  advice  of  their  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  may  supply  all  such  Medical 
or  other  assistance  and  all  such  facilities  and  articles  as  may  reasonably  be 
required  for  the  detection  of  Tuberculosis,  for  preventing  the  spread  of 
infection  and  for  removing  conditions  favourable  to  infection,  and  for  that 
purpose  may  appoint  such  officers,  do  such  acts  and  make  such  arrangements 
as  may  be  necessary.” 

Many  of  these  measures  are  more  or  less  actively  pursued 
throughout  the  County.  Such  apparent  factors  in  the  spread  of 
Consumption  as  spitting  in  public  places,  overcrowding,  sleeping 
with  closed  windows,  and  living  in  dark  and  damp  houses,  are  being 
more  or  less  impressed  upon  the  public  by  the  Sanitary  Authorities. 

(b.)  Steps  taken  by  the  County  Council. 

After  a year’s  experience  of  Tuberculosis  work  in  the  County, 
I may  be  permitted  to  draw  attention  to  one  or  two  directions  in 
which  the  Local  Sanitary  Authorities  may  to  a greater  extent 
assist  the  Central  Authority. 

First  with  regard  to  the  notifications  it  is  important  that  the 
“ Forms  ” supplying  the  information  in  respect  of  individual 
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notified  cases  should  at  once  be  despatched  to  the  County  Medical 
Officer. 

It  would  also  be  most  valuable  if  the  same  kind  of  “ Form  ” 
could  be  used  by  all  the  District  Medical  Officers.  I have  asked 
that  all  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  should  be  notified  weekly  and 
many  of  the  Medical  Officers  have  been  good  enough  to  do  so. 

This  information  is  essential  to  the  working  of  a County 
Scheme. 

Every  Medical  Officer  has  been  informed  that  he  can  have 
sputa  and  milk  examined  at  the  County  Laboratory  and  many 
of  them  are  availing  themselves  of  this  advantage. 

I have  to  acknowledge  the  readiness  with  which  the  District 
Authorities  have  carried  out  disinfection  q f premises  and  shelters. 
It  will  be  observed  that  Local  Sanitary  Authorities  are  invested 
with  certain  duties,  some  of  which  are  obligatory  and  others 
optional. 

The  compulsory  duties  would  appear  to  include  the  investi- 
gation of  cases  of  Tuberculosis  as  to  their  source  and  spread,  and  to 
take  steps  towards  the  removal  of  unfavourable  conditions. 

The  latter  mainly  resolves  itself  into  dealing  with  bad  housing 
conditions  and  overcrowding. 

It  has  been  found  that  in  a considerable  proportion  of  the 
cases  treated  the  housing  conditions  are  bad,  and  wherever  attention 
has  been  drawn  to  these  investigations,  ameliorative  measures 
have  been  reported  as  having  been  taken.  It  however  appears 
desirable  that  systematic  reporting  on  the  measures  taken  Gn 
all  houses  occupied  by  Tuberculosis  cases  is  desirable  and  would 
strengthen  the  other  parts  of  the  County  Scheme. 

From  a request  made  by  an  Inspector  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  in  July,  19x4,  for  such  specific  reports,  it  may  be  assumed 
that  the  Board  require  the  County  Authority  to  be  systematically 
supplied  with  this  information  apart  altogether  from  reports  on 
the  action  taken  by  District  Authorities  under  the  Housing  Acts. 

It  must  be  evident  that  a knowledge  of  the  housing  con- 
ditions is  a first  step  towards  determining  the  best  kind  of  treat- 
ment to  be  adopted  in  every  case,  and’  to  this  end  it  is  desirable 
that  the  Sanitary  Authorities  should  assist. 
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Extent  of  the  Control  by  Sanitary  Authorities. 

In  the  City  of  Hereford  after  notification  every'  case  is  visited 
and  most  of  them  by  the  M.O.H.  himself,  when  investigations 
are  made  and  the  necessary  steps  taken  to  prevent  spread  of  the 
disease. 

Also  subsequent  visits  are  fixed  by  the  Health  Visitor. 

Disinfectants  are  supplied  free  of  cost  and  rooms  and  bedding 
disinfected  after  death. 

The  early  diagnosis  of  cases  is  considered  all  important. 

Several  doubtful  cases  among  school  children  have  been 
referred  to  the  Hereford  Dispensary. 

Two  shelters  owned  by  the  City  were  taken  over  by  the  County 
Council  Authority.  In  the  reports  of  the  other  Urban  and  the 
Rural  Districts,  disinfection  of  premises  seems  to  be  universally 
carried  out.  Apart  from  this  little  or  no  information  is  given  in 
several  of  the  reports  as  to  visitation  of  the  sources  of  infection. 

The  M.O.H.  for  Ross  Rural  and  Urban  makes  personal  routine 
visits  and  subsequent  visits  to  all  the  affected  houses,  and  he  has 
given  the  officers  of  the  County  Council  other  valuable  assistance. 

This  should  also  be  acknowledged  in  connection  with  most  of 
the  Local  Medical  Officers  of  Health. 

In  Wigmore  Rural  District  disinfection  is  carried  out,  visits 
and  investigations  made  and  literature  distributed. 

In  the  Bredwardine  Rural  District  visits  and  investigations 
are  carried  out  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

This  also  is  the  case  in  the  Kington  Districts  and  here  the 
M.O.H.  keeps  himself  in  intimate  touch  with  the  Local  Dispensary 
and  renders  the  Tuberculosis  Officer  valuable  assistance.  He  very 
truly  points  out  “ that  it  is  certain  many  cases  in  the  early  stages 
remain  untreated,  possibly  undiscovered.”  He  deplores  the 
tendency  of  probable  sufferers  not  consulting  medical  men-  from 
fear  of  losing  their  employment,  and  emphasises  the  great 
necessity  of  early  diagnosis  and  of  general  practitioners  making 
every  possible  use  of  the  County  Scheme. 

It  is  also  considered  that  more  educational  work  in  the  home 
is  necessary. 

It  is  desirable  that  details  of  what  is  being  done  in  connection 
with  ail  Tuberculosis  cases  should  be  included  in  Reports. 
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A General  Scheme  was  proposed  and  presented  to  the  Public 
Health  Committee  in  June,  1912,  and  this  will  be  found  in  my  report 
of  last  year.  The  County  Council  while  not  at  this  stage  com- 
mitting themselves  to  anything,  generally  approved  the  Scheme, 
and  the  report  was  sent  up  to  the  Board  in  June,  1912. 

In  the  meantime  the  County  Insurance  Committee  had 
acquired  10  beds  at  the  Cranham  Lodge  Sanatorium,  Stroud, 
and  in  accordance  with  the  suggestion  and  sanction  of  the  Local 
Government  Board,  the  County  Medical  Officer  was  appointed 
to  advise  the  County  Insurance  Committee  in  regard  to  Sanatorium 
and  Domiciliary  Treatment  pending  the  appointment  of  a special 
Officer  for  the  County. 

A further  Circular  was  issued  by  the  Local  Government  Board 
in  December,  1912,  with  a view  to  assisting  County  Councils  to 
further  formulate  Schemes  on  the  two  units,  viz.  : 

x.  • Dispensaries. 

2.  Sanatoria  and  Hospitals. 

On  January  nth.  1913,  the  County  Council  approved  a 
scheme  for  Dispensaries  within  the  area,  and  this  has  received 
the  general  sanction  of  the  Local  Government  Board. 

It  is  given  below  : — 

SCHEME  FOR  THE  TREATMENT  OF  TUBERCULOSIS 
SUBMITTED  TO  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  AND  HOUSING 
COMMITTEE,  JANUARY  4th,  1913. 

First  Unit. — Scheme  for  Dispensaries. 

1.  The  following  "suggested  "scheme  is  based  on  a Report  on 
Sanatoria  and  Dispensaries  which  was  presented  to  the  Public  Healta 
Committee  on  November  13th,  1912. 

2.  It  is  desirable  to  mention  first  the  principles  on  which  such 
treatment  ought  to  be  carried  out : — 

(a)  The  area  should  be  the  Administrative  County  of  Hereford. 

( b ) The  County  Medical  Officer,  the  Chief  Executive  and  Organizing 
Officer. 

(e)  The  Officer  responsible  for  the  Clinical  work  of  the  Dispensaries 
should  be  a medical  man  with  special  experience  of  Tuberculosis, 
probably  best  designated  the  Assistant  (Tuberculosis)  lledica- 
Officer. 

( d ) He  should  be  available  for  the  treatment  of  cases  at  the  Dis- 
pensaries and  for  Consultation  work,  and  any  other  define: 
duties. 
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(e)  The  Tuberculosis  Officer  should  be  in  close  touch  with  the  District 
Medical  Officers,  the  general  practitioners,  and  the  Super- 
intendents of  Sanatoria  and  Tuberculosis  Hospitals  within  or 
connected  with  the  area. 

(/)  Certain  duties  at  these  Dispensaries,  such  as  the  frequent  in- 
jections of  Tuberculins,  the  investigation  of  “suspects”  in  the 
home,  the  amelioration  of  adverse  circumstances  generally  in 
connection  with  the  patients,  if  incapable  of  being  undertaken 
by  the  Tuberculosis  Officer,  may  be  deputed  to  the  general 
practitioner,  ■ the  District  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  the 
Assistant  School  Medical  Officer,  or  the  Health  Visitor  as  the 
case  may  be. 

( g ) The  Dispensary  and  Branch  Dispensaries  should  have  regard  to- 
area  and  population. 

(h)  As  many  of  them  will  be  in  use  only  on  certain  days  in  the  week, 
existing  accommodation  of  District  Councils  or  at  Cottage 
Hospitals  should  be  negotiated  for  where  practicable. 

(»'}  The  Tuberculosis  Officer  should  be  available  at  these  Dispensaries 
at  certain  specified  times  for  the  convenience  of  patients  and 
others. 

(j)  These  patients  would  be  referred  to  the  Insurance  Committee  or 
the  general  medical  attendant  and  the  District  Medical  Officer 
of  Health,  according  as  they  are  insured  or  non-insured  persons. 

( k ) The  Tuberculosis  Officer  should  keep  in  close  touch  with  the  general 
practitioner  in  regard  to  Domiciliary  Treatment  through  con- 
sultations and  reports. 

(/)  It  is  very  desirable  that  Nurse  Health  Visitors  should  be  included 
as  part  of  the  General  Scheme  on  the  plan  recommended  in 
previous  Report,  viz.,  that  a Nurse  be  responsible  for  the 
Tuberculosis  work.  School  work,  and  inspection  of  midwives 
of  a defined  area.  She  should  also  assist  the  Tuberculosis 
Officer  when  he  visits  her  area. 


(>«)  It  is  most  important  that  in  association  with  these  Dispensaries 
there  should  be  provided  beds  for  observation  and  also  for  the 
treatment  of  the  later  cases  of  Tuberculosis.  These  beds  need 
not  necessarily  be  at  the  Dispensaries. 


Situation. 

Central  or 
Branch. 

1. 

Hereford  City. 

Central. 

2 

Leominster. 

Branch. 

3. 

Ross. 

Branch. 

4. 

Ledbury. 

Branch. 

5. 

Bromyard. 

Branch. 

6. 

Kington. 

Branch. 

7. 

Wigmore. 

Branch. 

8. 

Peterchurch. 

Branch. 

9. 

Weobley. 

Branch. 

Area  served.  Population. 

Hereford  City  and  Hereford 
Rural  District. 

Leominster  Urban  and  Rural 
Districts. 

Ross  Urban  and  Rural  Districts. 

and  Whitchurch  Rural  District  16,629 

Ledbury  Urban  and  Rural 
Districts. 

Bromyard  Urban  and  Rural 
Districts. 

Kington  Urban  and  Rural  Dis- 
tricts. 

Wigmore  Rural  District. 

Dore  and  Bredvvardine  Rural 
Districts. 

Weobley  Rural  District. 


36,165 

13,652 


12,417 

9,634 

6,815 

3,772 

8,486 

6,699 


(a)  It  is  desirable  that  the  districts  should  not  be  broken  up,  although 
it  seems  advantageous  that  in  two  instances  they  should  be 
combined. 
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( b ) In  the  same  way  Whitchurch  Rural  District  could  be  served  by 
The  Ross  Branch  Dispensary. 

(c)  Dore  and  Bredwardine  Rural  Districts  should  be  combined. 

(d)  Wigmore  Rural  District  should,  because  of  the  long  distances 
involved,  be  made  a separate  Dispensary  Area. 

4.  Financial. 

(a)  Capital  Expenditure. 

Altering  premises  and  equipping  them  as  Dispensaries. 

One  Central  ...  £2.50 

Eight  Branches  at  say  £50  each  £400 

£650 

Shelters  £250 

£900 

Total — £900.  Grant  of  four-fifths — £720.  Amount  to  be  found — £180 


(b)  Maintenance. 

Salaries  of  Medical  Officers  " £5C0 

Salaries  of  Xurses  (Share  of  Scheme)  £190 

Salary  for  Clerical  Work  ' £110 

Rent  of  Dispensaries,  Rates,  Heating,  Cleaning.  &c.,  say £160 

Drugs  and  Appliances  £100 

Travelling  expenses  £120 


£1.1S0 


Total  say  £1,180.  Grant  of  one-half — £590.  A mount  to  be  found — £5 SO 

5.  I am  unable  to  make  even  an  approximate  estimate  of  . any 
income  which  may  arise  from  the  treatment  of  insured  persons  at  the 
Dispensaries  or  from  other  sources. 

6.  The  cost  of  providing  and  maintaining  beds  for  the  Dispensaries 
is  also  for  the  present  not  included. 

The  County  Council,  with  the  approval  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board,  have  appointed  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
Chief  Organising  and  Executive  Medical  Officer,  and  Dr.  Adair. 
White  entered  upon  his  duties  on  1st  May,  1913,  and  was  suc- 
ceeded in  March,  1914,  by  Dr.  E.  L.  Sandiland. 

The  Scheme  for  the  establishment  of  Dispensaries  given  on 
the  previous  page  was  approved  by  the  Local  Government  Board 
in  September,  and  several  of  them  were  in  working  order  by  the 
end  of  October.  Previous  to  sanction  they  were  visited  by  an 
Inspector  from  the  Board. 

Those  at  Bromyard  and  Kington  were  not  opened  for  actual 
work  until  the  beginning  of  1914. 

The  Central  Dispensary  is  situated  at  St.  Peter’s  House. 
Hereford,  and  here  the  largest  number  of  cases  are  treated. 
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7:.?  two  Sub-Dispensaries  at  Wigmore  and  Peterchurch  serve 
tly  as  calling  stations  and  patients  are  seen  at  these  centies 
- -i  r.iy  by  appointment  beforehand. 

Parsing  Arrangements. 

Tne  Tuberculosis  Sub-Committee  presented  the  following 
.rr-rgements  with  the  County  Nursing  Association  which  were 
approved: — 

x.  The  Association  to  appoint  a second  Assistant  Superin- 
tendent to  live  at  Leominster,  and  undertaking  in  the 
north  of  the  County. 

(a)  Midwifery  Inspection. 

(b)  Supervision  of  District  Nurses. 

(c)  Attendance  at  Tuberculosis  Dispensaries,  the 
Council  to  contribute  £70  towards  her  salary’. 

2.  Gwynne  James  Nurses  under  Miss  Boden,  the  Super- 

intendent to  be  employed  at  Hereford  at  the  rate  of  is. 
an  hour  per  week  employed. 

3.  Other  local  Nurses  to  be  employed  at  other  centres,  if 

necessary,  on  same  terms. 

4.  Payment  to  be  made  for  postages,  telegrams,  and  expenses 

of  Superintendents  and  Assistants  in  connection  with 
Tuberculosis  and  Midwifery  work. 

5.  Nurses  while  engaged  in  this  work  to  be  under  the  control 

of  the  M.O.H. 

6.  The  Association  to  be  allowed,  if  necessary,  to  employ 

an  additional  Nurse  for  3 months,  the  Council  to  pay 
not  more  than  £25. 

Th‘:ie  arrangements  were  submitted  to  the  Local  Government 
l->ar<j  and  were  ultimately  approved. 

Shelters. 

The  County  Council  voted  a sum  not  exceeding  £250  for  this 
-.-pose.  Plans  for  an  efficient  type  of  shelter  costing  about  £11 
*'T-  approved  by  the  Local  Government  Board,  and  by  the  end 
• tr-e  year  12-15  bad  been  constructed  by  Messrs.  W.  Bowers 
Co.,  Hereford,  and  were  in  use. 


The  Shelters  are  available  for  insured  and  uninsured  patients, 
the  Insurance  Committee  paying  to  the  County  Council  a rent 
mutually  agreed  upon. 

Two  Shelters  have  been  taken  over  from  the  City  Authority. 

Lectures  to  Nurses. 

During  the  autumn  a course  of  lectures  was  given  by  the 
Clinical  Tuberculosis  Officer  to  the  County  Nurses  on  the  “ Nursing 
of  Tuberculosis  and  Dispensary  Work.” 

The  Council  defrayed  the  cost  involved  and  the  lectures  proved 
most  valuable. 

Observation  Beds. 

In  order  that  the  Dispensaries  may  be  fully  utilised,  it  has 
been  recommended  that  a few  Test  Beds  for  doubtful  cases  are 
required. 

It  was  considered  these  might  be  obtained  at  the  Hereford 
General  Hospital.  Negotiations  to;  carry  out  this  proposal  are 
now  in  progress. 

Tuberculosis — Treatment. 

As  will  be  gathered  from  what  has  been  stated  the  Scheme 
in  this  County  is,  as  yet,  far  from  complete. 

At  present  it  provides — 

1.  Domicilitory  treatment. 

2.  Treatment  at  the  County  Dispensaries  with  and 

without  the  administration  of  Tuberculin. 

At  the  time  of  writing  (Aug.,  1914)  it  has  been  decided  to  give 
cod-liver  oil  and  malt  to  suitable  cases.  Spit  bottles  and  ther- 
mometers’ are  supplied  to  patients. 

3.  The  provision  of  Shelters  to  the  most  urgent  of  in- 

sured and  uninsured  cases. 

4.  The  provision  of  Sanatorium  treatment  to  insured 

cases  by  the  Insurance  Committee. 

Further  developments  of  the  Scheme  under  consideration 
are  : — 


1.  The  provision  of  a County  Sanatorium  for  the  treat- 

ment of  all  cases  insured  and  uninsured. 

2.  The  hiring  of  observation  or  test  beds  at  the  General 

Hospital  as  supplementary  to  the  Dispensaries. 

3.  The  institution  of  domiciliary  visitation  by  Nurses. 

Negotiations  with  reference  to  these  three  additions  to  the 

Scheme  are  being  actively  pursued.  The  difficulty  of  obtaining 
a site  for  an  institution  is  considerable,  but  may  be  surmounted 
at  an  early  date. 

The  first  of  the  Dispensaries  to  be  opened  was  the  Central 
one  at  Hereford. 

It  first  received  cases  early  in  October,  1913..  The  others 
were  opened  at  succeeding  dates  in  1913  and  early  in  1914. 

The  work  carried  out  during  1913  was  consequently  very 
limited  in  extent. 

The  following  is  an  analysis  of  the  cases  treated  during  that 
short  time. 

At  this  period  Dr.  Adam  White  was  Clinical  Tuberculosis 
Officer. 


Hereford  City  Cases. — Age  Distribution. 


1-5 

5-15 

15-25 

25-35 

35-45 

45-65 

65- 

Age  Periods  ... 

— 

7 

3 

8 

3 

3 

1 

25 

Males. 

1 

4 

8 

6 

1 

— 

— 

20 

Females. 

Analysis  of  Cases  from  Hereford  City  Treated  at 


the  Central 

Dispensary. 

(Oct. — Dec., 

1913) 

Males. 

Females. 

Insured  

...  14 

8 

Non-insured  

4 

2 

Dependents ' 

3 

7 

School  children 

4 

3 

. < 


I 
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(Early  Stage  

Mod.  Advanced  Stage . 

Late  Stage  

No  Active  Disease  Detected 


5 


Observation  and  Advice 
Observation  with  Tuberculin 

Treatment  

Shelters...  

Sanatorium  Treatment 


Working  Capacity,  good 
„ „ impaired 


)) 


Nil 


Condition  very  favourable 
„ improved  ... 

„ stationary  ... 

„ not  improved 

Mainly  under  Domiciliary 
treatment  ... 

Died  


Males 

5 
9 
7 

4 

*9 

6 

1 

6 

10 

7 

8 

5 
7 

, 4 

2 

3 

4 


Females 

7 

9 

3 

1 

11 

9 

4 

3 
r4 

4 

2 

9 

4 

4 

1 


2 


Age  Distribution  of  the  Cases  Treated  at  tee  County 
Dispensaries  (Excluding  Hereford  City). 

(Oct. — Dec.,  1913.) 


1-5 

5-15 

15-25 

25-35 

35-45 

45-65 

.-iSied 

Jes  :o 

.All 

ages. 

Males  

— 

6 

5 

3 

4 

3 

— 1 

22 

Females 

— 

12 

14 

7 

3 

2 

33 

Analysis  of  Cases  Treated  at  the  County  Dispensaries 


(Excluding  Hereford  City). 


Males. 

Females. 

Insured  ... 

13 

18 

Non-insured 

3 

6 

Dependents 

1 

- - 5 

School  Children 

5 

9 

\ 

' • — — 


— 
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Males. 


Females. 


Early  Stage  ...  ...  ...  9 — x3 

Mod.  Advanced  Stage  ...  9 ...  ' 18 

Late  Stage  4 — 5 

No  Active  Disease  Detected  — ...  2 

(Observation  and  Advice 

Observation  with  Tuberculin 

treatment 

Shelters ...  ...  ...  ... 

Sanatorium  treatment 

. Working  Capacity,  good 
4 | „ „ improved 

I „ „ NU  * ... 

Condition  very  favourable  ... 

„ improved 

„ stationary 

„ not  improved 

Mainly  under  Domiciliary 

treatment 

Died  

City  Cases. 

At  the  time  of  writing  5 female  and  2 male  cases  had  finished 
a full  course  of  Tuberculin  treatment  and  their  condition  is  in  every 
sense  satisfactory. 

One  female  case  was  considered  in  urgent  need  of  treatment 
for  her  throat  (adenoids)  and  teeth. 

One  was  a contact  female  case,  and  another  was  a suspected 

case. 

■One  female  had  the  use  of  a shelter  but  was  afraid  to  sleep 
in  it. 

One  male  had  left  the  County  after  having  Sanatorium 
treatment. 

# 

Two  male  cases  were  suspected  and  under  observation. 

Two  or  three  were  in  need  of  tests. 

* 

The  School  Medical  Officer  made  good  use  of  the  Dispensaries 
by  sending  for  treatment  and  advise  4 male  and  3 female  children, 
and  in  many  ways  has  lent  generous  assistance. 


17 

5 

3 

17 

14 

4 
4 

6 

7 

1 


3i 

7 
9 

8 

15 

18 

5 

11 

13 

2 

2 

8 
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County  Cases. 

In  cases  outside  urban  areas  the  administration  of  Tubercm  • 
presents  many  difficulties  and  much  good  may  be  forthcoming 
in  other  directions.  Three  cases  have  had  a full  course  with  mark*  • 
benefit.  Several  others  are  undergoing  the  Tuberculin  treatment 
In  3 cases  there  was  a surgical  lesion  giving  rise  to  early  lung  trout  > 
Two  cases  were  discharged,  there  being  no  definite  signs  of  th- 
disease  evident. 

One  case  was  a contact  and  evidently  infected  from  a person 
with  advanced  disease  in  same  house. 

Two  patients  (one  male  and  one  female)  have  left  the  Coum  . 
and  are  in  full  employment. 

Another  female  patient  has  returned  to  a situation  and  or- 
has  been  married. 

One  patient  was  a private  case  and  was  seen  in  consult.:' 
with  a private  doctor. 


Summary. 

The  experience  of  the  Tuberculosis  Officers,  Drs.  White  a: 
Sandiland,  gained  during  the  short  time,  would  go  to  prove  tlui  . ; 
carefully  selected  cases  Tuberculin  has  a markedly  beneficial 
but  whether  it  will  prove  an  agent  whereby  the  resistance  of  ca- 
fe permanently  raised  to  the  disease  is  a question  which  can  ■ 
be  settled  in  the  future. 

In  any  event  it  is  evident  that  effort  in  other  directions  si. 
not  be  neglected. 

More  domiciliary  visitation  and  advice  is  urgently  desir.'  ■- 
and  it  is  advisable,  I think,  that  some  part  of  the  Clinical  o". 
time  might  in  future  be  usefully  directed  to  this  section  of  the  : - 
supplemented  with  assistance  from  the  nursing  staff.  This  w 
insure  getting  in  touch  with  contact  cases  more  successful.; 
also  with  the  main  influences  at  work  in  the  home.  Finally,  1 
record  that  Dr.  White  and  subsequently  Dr.  Sandiland  hav 
unremitting  in  their  efforts  in  dealing  with  what  is  a d. 
problem: 
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CANCER. 


Daring  the  past  year  132 . deaths  in  the  County  were  due  to 
vr,  39  occurring  in  the  Urban  districts  and  93  in  the  Rural  dis- 
•%.  The  number  of  deaths,  with  rates,  in  the  various  districts  are  : 


Urban. 

No.  of 
Deaths. 

Rates  per 

1,000 

1913- 

Rates  per 

1,000 

1912. 

1.  Dromyard  . . 

0 

— 

•58 

2.  Hereford  City 

19 

•83 

•83 

3.  Kington  

2 . 

I. II 

o-oo 

4.  Ledbury  

7 

2.07 

1-78 

5 Leominster  .. 

2 

•34 

•52 

•>.  Ross  . . 

9 

1-90 

1.06 

Rural. 

1 Bredwardine 

2 

1. 01 

0-00 

2 Bromyard  . . 

11 

i-39 

2-28 

j.  Dore  . . 

9 

1 -39 

.92 

i Hereford 

20 

1.46 

1 -39 

5.  Kington 

4 

.80 

i- 61 

'j.  Ledbury  . . . . 

11 

1. 21 

1. 10 

7.  Leominster  . . 

13 

1-64 

1-26 

v Ross  . . 

13 

1.24 

1-05 

9.  Weobley 

5 

•75 

1.49 

">  Whitchurch 

1 

•65 

•65 

t-  Wigmore 

4 

1.08 

.80 

CANCER  RATE  IN  URBAN  AND  RURAL  DISTRICTS  AND  IN 
ADMINISTRATIVE  COUNTY. 


• 

Rate  per 
1,000 

I9I3- 

Rate  per 
1,000 

1912. 

m Districts 

•97 

.84 

•‘•‘a!  Districts 

1-25 

1-29 

~:nistrative  County  . . 

II5 

CO 

H 

H 

ind  and  Wales  . . 

— 

M 

O 

H 

_ Do.  (Rural  Districts) 

— 

1.06 

1 ■ 1 

2 - 
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The  death  rate  from  Cancer  in  Herefordshire  is  high,  and  is 
slightly  higher  than  that  recorded  in  1912. 

The  Crude  Cancer  Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales,  years 
1906-10,  was  .939. 

During  the  past  50  years  there  has  been  an  apparently  steady 
increase  in  this  disease  in  England  and  Wales.  This  may,  however 
to  some  extent,  be  accounted  for  by  the  more  accurate  methods 
of  diagnosis  now  at  our  disposal.  Research  into  the  cause  of 
the  disease  is  being  actively  pursued. 

> 


PREVALENCE  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

The  total  number  of  the  chief  infectious  diseases,  returned  i . 
the  District  Medical  Officers  of  Health  as  notified  during  the  y 
1913  was  545 — 127  cases  having  been  notified  in  the  Urban  ar.  i 
418  in  the  Rural  Districts. 

The  diseases  included  in  these  figures  are  Diphtherii. 
Erysipelas,  Scarlet  Fever,  Enteric  Fever,  Puerperal  Fever,  Smaii 
pox,  Polioymelitis  and  Cerebro  Spinal  Fever. 

Tuberculosis  has  been  dealt  with  separately. 


: \ 


\ 

\ 


The  rhstribution  and  attack  rates  per  1,000  of  the  inhabi- 


. ,auH.  is  as  below  : — 


Urban  Districts. 

No.  of 
cases 

-1913- 

Attack  ‘ 

Rate  per 

1,000 

I9I3- 

i.  Bromyard 

1 

•58 

2.  Hereford  . . 

81 

3-54 

3.  Slir  gton  . . 

4 

2.23 

4.  Ledbury  . . 

2 

•59 

5.  Leominster 

23 

4-02 

6.  Loss  

Rural  Districts. 

16 

3-39 

1.  Bredwardine 

23 

11.65 

2.  Bromyard 

42 

5-34 

3-  T>ore  

. 51 

7.92 

4.  Hereford  . . 

50 

3-65 

3.  Hmgton 

34 

6-88 

6.  Ledbury  . . 

65 

7.17 

7.  Leominster 

24 

3-03 

S.  Ross 

27 

2.58 

9.  vTeobley  . . 

83 

12-48 

xo.  TTbitchurch 

3 

1.97 

XI.  ''Vrgmore  . . 

6 

1.62 

SMALLPOX. 


There  were  no  cases  of  Smallpox  notified  during  the  year 
aghcat  the  County. 

ccJy  reference  to  the  question  of  Small-pox  among  the 
*’  -'rirt  Reports  is  in  that  of  the  City  of  Hereford. 

Tbe  iledical  Officer  of  Health  refers  to  the  unfortunate  increase 
! the  “ Conscientious  ” objections  to  Vaccination. 

I his  zndoubtedly  is  a real  and  increasing  danger  and  a breach 
“ "*r  hre  cf  defence  against  the  disease. 

it  scenos  highly  desirable  that  the  County  should  be  prepared, 
'• ' ‘-v  as  isclation  is  concerned,  to  meet  any  emergency  in  the 
1 * oi  a Smallpox  outbreak.  The  present  accommodation  is 

i;;c^  'an  her  “ Isolation  Hospitals.” 
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SCARLET  FEVER. 

During  the  year  72  cases  were  returned  as  notified  in  the  Urban 
and  288  in  the  Rural  districts — 360  in  all,  against  313  in  1912. 

The  following  table  shows  the  distribution,  attack  rates, 
etc.,  in  the  various  districts  : — 


Urban. 

No.  of 

casts 

notified 

f Attack 

Rate  per 
1,000 
pop  id'  n. 

Deaths  per 
1,000 

population. 

Percentage 
of  cases 
removed 

to 

Hospital. 

1.  Bromyard  . . 

0 

0-00 

0 

0 

0 

0-0 

2.  Hereford 

47 

2-07 

0.00 

91.4 

3.  Kington 

1 

•55 

0-00 

0-0 

4.  Ledbury' 

0 

0-00 

0.00 

0-0 

5.  Leominster  . . 

15 

2;  62 

0.00 

0-0 

6.  Ross  . . 

9 

1-90 

0.00 

0-0 

*(11) 

(2.34) 

Rural. 

*(2o) 

(12.61) 

1.  Bredwardine 

21 

10-59 

0.00 

47.6 

2.  Bromyard  . . 

36 

4-55 

0-00 

58-3 

3.  Do  re 

34 

5.26 

0-15 

0-0 

4.  Hereford 

35 

2-57 

007 

71.4 

5.  Kington 

27 

5-44 

0-20 

3-7 

6.  Ledbury 

38 

4-20 

0-00 

39-4 

7.  Leominster  . . 

16 

2-02 

0 -00 

0-0 

8.  Ross  . . 

13 

1-25 

0-00 

0-0 

9.  Weobley 

61 

915 

0-00 

40.9 

10.  Whitchurch 

3 

1-97 

0-00 

0-0 

11.  Wigmore 

4 

1-07 

0.00 

0-0 

* Figures  in  L.G.B.  returns,  differing  from  local  reports, 
t The  attack  rates  are  calculated  on  populations  at  mid  year,  1912, 
in  L.G.B.  returns. 


Attack  rates 

per  1,000  population 

Urban  Districts  

•1.85 

Rural  Districts  

3-93 

Administrative  County  

3.20 

England  and  Wales  (Administrative  Counties) 

3.10 

— 


— 
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A larger  number  of  cases  were  notified  than  in  1912,  and  more 
tl  an  twice  as  many  as  in  1910,  the  highest  number  of  cases  per 
r 000  of  population  occurring  in  the  Urban  District  of  Leominster 
and  the  Rural  District  of  Bredwardine. 

In  the  City  of  Hereford  the  majority  of  the  cases  (78%)  were 
among  children  under  15  years  of  age. 

It  is  considered  by  the  M.O.H.  that  the  removal  of  a large 
proportion  of  the  cases  to  Hospital  went  far  towards  controlling 
the  disease. 

This  is  borne  out  by  the  fact  that  in  the  great  majority  of 
the  cases  a bedroom  was  not  available  for  isolation. 

Disinfection  of  clothing  is  now  carried  out  at  the  Hereford 
Union  Workhouse  Steam  Disinfector,  as  there  is  no  available 
apparatus  at  the  Rural  Isolation  Hospital. 

In  the  Ross  Urban  District  there  is  no  Isolation  Hospital 
accommodation,  and  therefore  no  provision  for  the  adequate  dis- 
infection of  bedding  and  clothing. 

Of  the  cases  occurring  in  the  Bredwardine  Rural  District 
it  is  reported  that  ten  were  treated  at  the  Hay  Urban  District 
Lolation  Hospital. 

The  M.O.H.  reports  that  this  accommodation  proved  most 
-atisfactory  and  useful  in  the  control  of  what  was  likely  to  develop 
into  an  epidemic. 

In  none  of  the  cases  removed  was  it  possible  to  isolate  at 

home. 

The  M.O.H.  strongly  urges  an  extension  of  the  accommo- 
■iation  in  order  to  be  able  to  treat  two  diseases  concurrently. 

fdn  the  Kington  Rural  area  20  out  of  the  27  cases  occurred  in  - 
one  parish,  there  being  7 in  one  house  and  6 in  another. 

Only  one  case  was  removed  to  Hospital. 

In  the  Dore  Rural  District  it  is  considered  by  the  M.O.H. 
‘•'•at  the  disease  in  the  parish  of  Orcop  was  spread  through  the 
affected  cases  mixing  outside.  One  person  was  taken  before  the 
magistrates  in  consequence  and  fined  5s.  and  costs. 

The  M.O.H.  of  the  Ross  Rural  District  referring  to  acquisition 
' >’  the  Council  of  a rural  cottage  for  isolating  cases  of  Scarlet  fever, 

1 mirks  that  the  provision  of  an  isolation  Hospital  would  prove  a 
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real  economy  remembering  how  it  has  been  necessary  in  the  po^t 
to  provide  special  Nurses,  tents  and  provisions  for  whole  households. 

The  cases  which  occurred  in  the  Whitchurch  Rural  District 
(usually  free  from  infectious  disease)  are  reported  as  having  been 

imported. 

r' 

DIPHTHERIA. 

The  number  of  cases  of  Diphtheria  notified  during  1913  was 
113 — 23  from  the  Urban  districts  and  90  from  the  Rural  districts, 
against  153 — 58  Urban  and  95  Rural  in  1912.  The  following 
table  gives  the  distributions,  mortality  rates,  etc. : — 


Urban. 

No.  of 
cases 

noti- 

fied. 

f Attack 
Rate  per 
1,000 
popul’n. 

Deaths  per 
1,000 

population. 

Percentage 
of  cases 
removed 
to  Hospital. 

Bromyard 

0 ’ 

0-00 

0-00 

0.0 

Hereford  . . 

16 

0-70 

0-04 

750 

Kington  . . 

2 

1. 11 

0.00 

0.0 

Ledbury  . . 

I 

•30 

0-00 

0.0 

Leominster 

3 

•52 

0.00 

0.0 

Ross 

z 

• 21 

0-00 

0.0 

Rural. 

Bredwardine 

*(0) 

2 

I- 01 

0.00 

0.0 

Bromyard 

3 

•38 

0.12 

33-3 

Dore 

7 

I- 08 

0-15 

0.0 

Hereford  . . 

12 

0-88 

0.00 

0.0 

Kington  . . 

5 

I-OI 

0 00 

0.0 

Ledbury  . . 

24 

2.65 

0-22 

29-1 

Leominster 

8 

I -01 

0-12 

0.0 

Ross 

9 

.86 

0.00 

0.0 

Weobley  . . 

*(8) 

18 

(•77) 

2.70 

•15 

0.0 

Whitchurch 

0 

0.00 

0.00 

0.0 

Wigmore 

2 

o-54 

0-27 

0.0 

* Figures  from  returns  differing  from  local  reports, 

t The  Attack  Rates  are  calculated  on  populations  at  mid-year,  1912,  as  in 
L-G.B.  returns. 
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Urban  Districts  

Rural  Districts  

Administrative  County  

England  and  Wales  (Administrative  Counties) 


Attack  rate 
per  1,000  population. 
0-55 
1.20 
0.97 
1.27 


The  disease  was  less  prevalent  than  in  1912  and  much  less 
than  in  1911. 

The  majority  of  the  cases  in  the  City  of  Hereford  occurred 
below  the  age  of  15  and  56  % below  the  age  of  10  years.  It  is 
laid  down  by  the  M.O.H.  that  where  either  isolation  could  not  be 
efficiently  carried  out  or  proper  nursing  obtained  the  cases  were 
removed  to  Hospital.  No  case  was  discharged  until  two  negative 
swabs  were  obtained  from  the  throat. 


In  the  Kington  Rural  District  it  is  pointed  out  by  the  M.O.H. 
that  of  the  5 cases  which  occurred  two  were  imported  into  the  area, 
while  suffering  from  the  disease. 

Of  the  24  cases  which  occurred  in  the  Ledbury  Rural  District 
2 terminated  fatally. 

Seven  of  the  cases  were  removed  to  the  Isolation  Ward  of  the 
Ledbury  Workhouse. 

In  the  Weobley  Rural  District  18  cases  were  notified  from 
9 parishes,  with  one  fatality. 
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TYPHOID  AND  ALLIED  FEVERS. 

Under  this  head  there  are  only  5 cases  to  record  ; 3 in  the 
Urban  and  2 in  the  Rural  districts.  The  distribution,  with  mor- 
tality rates  are  as  follows  : — 

TYPHOID  AND  CONTINUED  FEVERS. 


Urban. 

No.  of 

cases 

notified. 

* Attack 
Rate  per 
1,000 

population. 

Deaths  per 
1,000 

population. 

Percentage 

removed 

to 

Hospital. 

Bromyard 

0 

0.00 

0.00 

0.0 

Hereford  City  _ 

I 

0-04 

0.00 

0.0 

Kington 

0 

0.00 

, 0.00 

0.0 

Ledbury 

0 

0-00 

0.00 

0.0 

Leominster 

1 

t^ 

H 

0 

0.00 

0.0 

Ross 

I 

0-21 

0.00 

0.0 

Rural. 

Bredwardine  . . 

0 

0.00 

0.00 

0.0 

Bromyard 

0 

0.00 

0.00 

0.0 

Dore 

0 

0-00 

0.00 

0.0 

Hereford 

0 

0-00 

0.00 

00 

Kington 

0 

0-00 

0.00 

0.0 

Ledbury 

0 

0-00 

000 

0.0 

Leominster  . . 

0 

0-00 

0.00 

0.0 

Ross 

I 

010 

0-00 

0.0 

Weoblev  . 

1 

0.15 

0.00 

0.0 

Whitchurch 

0 

0.00 

0.00 

0.0 

Wigmore 

0 

0.00 

0.00 

0.0 

* The  Attack  Rates  are  calculated  on  populations  at  mid-year,  1912, 
as  in  L.G.B.  returns. 


Urban  Districts  

Rural  Districts  

Administrative  County  

England  and  Wales  (Administrative  Counties) 


— 

Attack  rates 
Per  1,000  population 

0.07 
0.03 
0.04 
0.22 
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It  is  a fortunate  circumstance  that  fevers  of  the  Typhoid 
group  are  so  little  in  evidence  throughout  the  County. 

This,  no  doubt,  is  largely  owing  to  the  Rural  nature  of  the 
district,  there  being  comparatively  few  crowded  areas.  All  water 
supplies  should  be  carefully  supervised. 

PUERPERAL  FEVER. 

There  were  5 cases  of  Puerperal  Fever  notified  during  the 
year — 2 in  the  Urban  and  3 in  the  Rural  districts. 

The  number  is  small,  but  of  these  two  terminated  fatally. 

It  is  also  to  be  noted  that  in  Ross  Urban  another  death  is 
recorded  in  the  Report  of  the  M.O.H.  This  does  not  appear  to 
have  been  notified.  . 


In  the  administration  of  the  Midwives’  Act  much  care  is  ex- 
pended to  prevent  cases  occurring  in  the  practice  of  registered 
midwives. 


t Attack 

Deaths 

Percentage 

No.  of 

Rate  per 

per  1,000 

removed 

cases 

1,000 

popnlat'n 

to  1 

Urban. 

notified. 

populat’n 

Hospital. 

Hereford  City  

I 

0.04 

0.00 

0.00 

Ross  

I 

0.21 

0.21 

0.00 

Rural. 


Dore  

1 

O.I5 

0.00 

0.00 

Ledbury  

0 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

*(i) 

(O.II) 

Ros3. ■•••• 

2 

0.19 

0.09 

0.00 

* Figures  from  L.G.B.  Returns  differing  from  local  reports. 

t The  Attack  Rates  are  calculated  on  population  at  mid-year,  1912, 
as  in  L.G.B.  Returns. 


Attack  Rate 

per  1,000  population 

Urban  Districts  

0.05 

Rural  Districts  

0.05 

Administrative  Counfy  

0.05 

England  and  Wales  (Administrative  Counties) 

0.04 

: ' 
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NON-NOTIFIAILJ  DISEASES. 


The  weekly  card  of  infection,  iseases  sent  by  District  Medical 
Officers  to  the  Local  Govemmerr  3oard  and  the  County  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  gives  no  inforraatin  as  to  non-notiftable  diseases. 
The  only  knowledge  of  the  prevaisce  of  these  diseases  is  obtained 
through  the  School  Teachers  nothing  the  School  Medical  Officer 
and  the  District  Medical  Officer.  During  the  year  Whooping 
Cough  and  Measles  were  fairly  rr-.nient  in  some  districts. 

To  deal  with  these  diseases  sncessfully  early  notification  from 
School  to  the  District  M.O.H.  ar.c  rJI-O.,  with  a view  to  exclusion 
or  closure,  is  of  vital  importance 


ISOLATION  K1SPITALS. 

Present  Accommodation. 

In  the  Administrative  Corny  there  are  four  Isolation 
Hospitals,  as  detailed  below : — 

1.  Hereford  City  Isolation  Hospital  (32  beds),  serving  the 
City  only,  with  an  estimated  pcpration  of  22,852. 

2.  Hereford  Rural  Isolation  Hospital  (eight  beds),  serving 
the  Hereford  Rural  district,  win  an  estimated  population  of 
13,671,  also  the  neighbouring  Wonlev  Rural  district,  with  an 
estimated  population  of  6.647 — - 20,318.  The  Weobley  Rural 
District  Council  has  an  arrangontnt  for  sending  cases  to  this 
Hospital  on  payment  of  a retaiim  :ee. 

3.  Bromyard  Joint  Isolation  Hospital  (four  beds),  serving  the 
Bromyard  Urban  and  Rural  distn:s.  with  an  estimated  aggregate 
population  of  9,5 73. 

4.  Kington  Joint  Isolation  Tospital  (seven  beds),  serving 
the  Kington  Urban  and  Rural  disncts,  with  an  aggregate  esti- 
mated population  of  6,731. 

These  four  Hospitals  ccnsecontly  serve  seven  Sanitary 
districts,  with  an  estimated  poxnation  of  59,474,  leaving  an 
estimated  population  of  54,853  winout  Hospital  accommodation 
for  infectious  diseases. 
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In  the  following  districts  there  is  no  adequate  Hospital  accom- 
modation for  isolating  infectious  diseases  : — 


Rural. 

Ledbury. 

Leominster. 

Dore. 

Ross. 

Whitchurch. 

Wigmore. 


Urban. 

Ross. 

Leominster. 

Ledbury. 


During  1913  the  Bredwardine  Rural  District  Authority  have 
made  an  arrangement  with  the  Hay  Union  Authority  for  the 
reception  of  Infectious  cases  into  their  Isolation  Hospital. 


In  the  Ledbury  Rural  district  cases  have  been  occasionally 
sent  to  the  Malvern  Fever  Hospital,  or  to  the  Hereford  Rural 
District  Isolation  Hospital. 


In  the  Ledbury  Urban  district  poor  law  cases  have  been  at 
times  accommodated  in  the  Isolation  Wards  of  the  Union 
Infirmary,  where  there  are  ten  beds.  Its  utility  for  general  out- 
breaks is  therefore  restricted. 


The  iron  hospital  at  Dore  for  Dore  Rural  district  (estimated 
population,  6,435),  owing  to  its  position,  is  regarded  by  the  M.O.H., 
as  of  little  use  to  the  district.  It  was  erected  for  Smallpox  cases 
1898  by  the  Dore  Rural  District  Council  at  a cost  of  £255  on 
land  adjoining  the  Workhouse  at  Abbeydore.  Its  proximity  to 
the  Workhouse,  where  there  are  about  xoo  occupants,  renders 
it  useless  for  the  district  generally,  and  especially  so  for  Smallpox. 

jThe  following  emergency  Hospitals  are  available  for  Small- 
pox : — 

1.  Hereford  City,  12  beds. 

2.  Leominster  (M.B.),  5 beds. 

3.  Wigmore  R.D.,  3 beds. 

The  Hereford  Rural  Isolation  Hospital,  which  is  utilised  for 
the  treatment  of  Scarlet  Fever  cases  from  Hereford  and  Weobley 
Rural  Districts,  was  used  as  a Smallpox  Hospital  for  the  isolation 
of  six  cases  of  Smallpox  during  the  year  1912. 

The  County  Council  do  not  make  any  annual  grant  to  Isolation 
Hospitals. 


Improvement  of  Accommodation. 

In  1901  the  question  of  providing  isolation  accommodation 
for  infectious  diseases  was  before  the  Leominster  Rural  District 
Council  and  the  Ledbury  Rural  District  Council,  but  no  decision 
was  come  to  in  either  instance. 

In  June,  1909,  the  question  of  providing  a Joint  Infectious 
Hospital  for  the  Urban  and  Rural  Districts  of  Ross  was  under 
consideration.  An  inquiry  was  held  by  the  County  Council  at 
which  attended  deputations  from  the  Urban  and  Rural  District 
• Councils.  It  was  decided  that  a prima  facie  case  for  the  establish- 
ment of  a Joint  Isolation  Hospital  for  the  two  .districts  had  been 
made  out.  No  decision  was  arrived  at,  and  the  meeting  was 
adjourned  sine  die. 

In  March,  19x2,  I presented  to  the  County  Council  a Report 
on  the  whole  question  of  the  Isolation  Hospital  accommodation  in 
the  County,  and  which  set  forth  the  following  points  : — 

1.  — Nearly  one-half  of  the  County  population  has  no  accommodation 
whatever. 

2.  — Several  Authorities  have  at  different  times  had  under  consideration 
• the  question  of  providing  such  accommodation  for  their  districts.  No 

definite  results  have  followed. 

3.  — In  a County  like  Hereford  it  is  very  desirable  to  avoid  the  estab- 
lishment of  small  Hospitals  to  supply  small  areas,  because  the  cost  falls 
heavily  on  any  one  district,  and  the  smaller  the  Hospital  the  less  efficient 
it  is. 

4.  — The  sub-letting  of  beds  of  existing  Hospitals  to  neighbouring 
Authorities  is  inadvisable  and  likely  to  break  down  in  periods  of  epidemic. 
Nor  is  this  possible  in  the  County  without  an  undue  burden  falling  on  a 
single  Authority. 

5.  — From  every  point  of  view  (but  especially  from  that  of  economy 
and  efficiency)  the  proper  course"  is  for  the  County  Council  to  exercise  its 
powers  under  the  Isolation  Hospitals  Act  and  form  a “ Hospital  Area  ” or 
“ Areas,”  with  accommodation  for  all  forms  of  Infectious  Disease,  and  with 
due  regard  to  the  possible  use  and  extension  of  existing  accommodation. 
The  larger  the  area  the  better,  and  there  is  no  reason  why  the  County  should 
not  be  formed  into  a single  Hospital  District  with  one  Central  Hospital — 
the  outlying  districts  already  adequately  supplied  being  excepted. 

The  Public  Health  Committee  after  considering  the  Report 
referred  the  consideration  of  the  whole  matter  to  a Special 
Committee. 

The  County  Council  thereafter  decided  to  hold  an  inquiry 
under  the  Isolation  Hospitals  Acts,  1893  and  1901.' 

This  inquiry  was  held  on  December  9th,  1912,  with  reference 
to  the  Urban  and  Rural  districts  of  Leominster,  Ross  and  Ledbury. 
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As  the  question  was  one  which  might  affect  the  other  districts 
of  the  County,  representatives  from  these  districts  were  also 
invited  to  attend. 

The  Committee  of  inquiry  after  hearing  the  evidence,  post- 
poned giving  a decision  until  some  further  information  on  certain 
structural  details  had  been  received. 

i The  issue  of  the  Report  was  still  further  delayed  owing  to 
negotiations  with  the  Local  Government  Board  in  connection 
with  the  treatment  of  Tuberculosis. 

In  October,  1913,  the  following  Interim  Report  was  issued  : — 

“ The  Committee  who  were  appointed  by  the  Council  at  the  Meeting 
in  October,  1912,  held  a Local  Inquiry  at  the  Shirehall  on  the  9th  December, 
1912,  having  previously  given  the  necessary  notice  as  required  by  the 
Statute. 

At  the  Inquiry  evidence  was  given  by  -Dr.  Gold,  the  County  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  in  favour  of  the  establishment  of  Isolation  Hospitals 
for  the  districts  concerned,  and  evidence  was  given  from  each  of  the  districts 
mainly  against  the  proposal. 

After  carefully  considering  the  position  in  regard  to  the  Rural  and 
Urban  Districts  of  Ross,  Ledbury  and  Leominster,  the  Committee  are 
unanimously  of  opinion  that  it  is  necessary  that  reasonable  provision  for 
Isolation  accommodation  shall  be  made  in  these  districts,  and  they  have 
resolved  to  defer  proceeding  further  with  the  duties  imposed  on  them  by 
the  Statute  until  the  1st  of  June  next,  to  afford  the  districts  concerned  the 
opportunity  of  giving  full  consideration  to  this  Resolution.” 

At  the  time  of  writing  the  above  period  has  expired. 

The  Urban  District  Council  of  Leominster  have  throughout 
contended  that  Isolation  Hospital  accommodation  is  not  called 
for  in  their  area.  They,  however,  have  notified  the  County 
Authority  that,  should  such  be  required,  they  intend  making  use 
of  the  existing  smallpox  building. 

TKe^‘  Ross  Rural  Authority  have  intimated  that  they  have 
acquired  a country  cottage  which  is  to  be  utilised  for  the  purpose. 

As'  to  the  remaining  districts  coming  within  the  scope  of 
the  inquiry,  no  official  communication  has  so  far  been  received 
by  the  County  Council. 

There  appears,  however,  to  be  a very  urgent  desire  on 
the  part  of  the  Hereford  Rural  District  Council  to  enlarge  their 
Hospital  to  such  a degree  as  will  enable  them  to  afford  accom- 
modation to  the  Ledbury  Urban  and  Rural  Districts  on.  certain 
specific  terms. 
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In  the  spring  of  this  year  a Conference  of  delegates  from  all 
the  District  Sanitary  Authorities  in  the  County  was  held  with  the 
idea  of  inducing  other  districts  to  join  in  the  above  combin- 
ation, but  without  any  practical  result. 

As  stated  in  previous  Reports,  I had  advised  the  County 
Council  that  it  would  be  well  to  deal  with  the  desired  accommo- 
dation for  infectious  diseases  and  Tuberculosis  under  the  same 
administration,  and  this  idea  was  kept  in  view  at  the  Statutory 
Inquiry.  Such  a combination  was  favoured  by  the  Local 
Government  Board  and  would  have  been  economical.  It  was  soon 
evident  that  considerable  opposition  was  to  be  raised  by  the 
Rural  Districts  concerned.  The  common  weal  would  have  greatly 
benefited  from  such  a combination,  but  evidently  it  was  con- 
sidered expedient  that  the  control  of  the  central  Hospital  should 
not  pass  to  the  County  Council  (it  would  in  fact  have  been  vested 
in  a joint  Board)  and  so  the  Inquiry  Committee  decided  to  separate 
the  question  of  Infectious  Diseases  from  that  of  Tuberculosis,  and 
while  issuing  their  Interim  Report  on  the  former,  carry  out  their 
own  scheme  for  the  latter. 

I still  regard  it  as  unfortunate  that  greater  co-operation  and 
goodwill  could  not  have  been  afforded  the  County  Authority  for 
so  obviously  a beneficial  combination  to  all  concerned. 

No  further  steps  will  be  taken  by  the  County  Inquiry 
Committee  until  they  have  considered  the  steps  which  each  district 
have  taken  on  their  own  behalf. 

The  accompanying  map*  shows  at  a glance  those  areas  with 
Isolation  Hospitals  and  those  without  such  accommodation.  It 
also  serves  to  illustrate  how  districts  might  be  combined  for  such 
a purpose. 

* For  this  Map  I am  indebted  to  Mr.  G.  H.  Jack,  the  County  Surveyor. 


HOUSING. 

HODSING  AND  TOWN  PLANNING  ACT,  1909. 

Certain  sections  of  this  Act,  which  came  into  force  on 
December  3rd,  1909,  affect  intimately  the  position  of  all  County 
Councils. 

Brief  reference  to'  the  sections  concerned  will  show  that 
County  Councils  have  important  functions  to  perform  in  seeing 
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that  the  Act  is  properly  administered.  An  account  of  these  will 
be  found  in  my  Report  for  1911,  pages  34-36. 

In  all  the  Districts  the  necessary  machinery  for  carrying  out 
the  provisions  of  the  Housing  Acts  is  complete. 

In  some  districts  the  work  is  being  prosecuted  with  vigour, 
whilst  in  others  comparatively  little  is  being  done. 


During  the  year  Section  69  (1)  was  more  extensively  complied 
with,  and  below  is  given  an  account  of  the  " representations  made  ” 
which  were  reported  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  in 
each  of  the  four  quarters. 


First  Quarter 
Second  ,,  .. 


Third 

Fourth 


>> 


)> 


Representations 

made. 

17 

19 

3 

13 


Total 


52 


The  Inspections  under  Section  17  are  being  in  a great  measure 
carried  out,  different  districts  adopting  different  methods. 

In  some  the  worst  dwellings  are  in  the  first  instance  engaging 
attention. 

In  the  Whitchurch  Rural  District  organised  inspection  had 
not  been  initiated  during  1913  and  the  matter  was  brought  to  the 
notice  of  the  County  Public  Health  Committee.  Notice  was  called 
to  this  and  the  Local  Government  Board  has  been  in  communi- 
cation with  the  Council.  During  the  year  in  the  Rural  Districts 
60  representations  were  made  with  a view  to  the  making  of  Closing 
Orders,  and  53  Closing  Orders  were  actually  made.  Of  this  number 
52  notices  of  “ representations  made  ” were  received  by  the  County 
Medical  Officer  under  Sec.  69  (1)  of  the  Act. 

This  is  an  improvement  on  last  year.  In  the  Urban  Districts 
38  representations  were  made  with  a view  to  making  Closing 
Orders  and  18  Closing  Orders  made. 

A considerable  amoui^T  has  been  done  without  the  making 
of  Closing  Orders — amounting  to  336  in  the  Rural  and  266  in  the 
Urban  areas. 
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SUMMARY  OF  ACTION  TAKEN  UNDER  HOUSING  AND  TOWN  PLANNING  ACT,  1809. 
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The  following  is  a summary  of  the  Housing  work  accomplished 
during  the  year  1913  : — 


No.  ren- 
dered fit  for 
human 
habitation 
under  Sec. 

14  & 15 

80 

80 

• '-I*  • • C*  X 

• • • in  x 

232 

No. 

Demol- 

ished 

•. - . . . 

- 

e 

0 

X 

No. 

Volun- 

tarily 

Closed 

•O©*-*— 'XO  • © — -• 

r** 

• O • — X • 

'T 

No.  made 
habitable 
after  the 
making  of 
‘ Closing 
Orders 

•PJOO^-OOO  • • 

* • • 

0 

— O .OO  • 

- 

No.  in 
which  de- 
fects were 
remedied 
without 
making  of 
Closing 
Orders 

— C'lxr^^xtnox  • x 

— — - X X — — UD  • C'l 

336 

O X r*  0 M 0 

X — X X 

266 

No.  of 
Closing 
Orders 
made 

53 

X X 0 0 — X 

X 

No.  oi 
representa- 
tions made 
with  a view 

to  making 
Closing 
Orders 

© X x — 00  01  CO  • — 

09 

x 0 r*  0 ~ x 

38 

No.  con- 
sidered so 
dangerous 
or  injurious 

to  health 
as  to  be 
uninhabit- 
able 

0 x M ' X O M X • ^ 

45 

x © © x x 

42 

No.  of 
Dwelling 
Houses 
inspected 
under  and 
for  the 
purposes 
of  Sec.  17 

x x x x x x 01 • m 
. [> 

2228 

if-  X X M X i1 
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DISTRICT 

RURAL 
Bredwardiue  . . 
Bromyard 

Dore  

Hereford 

Kington 

Ledbury  

Leominster 

Ross  

Weobley 

Whitchurch  . . 
Wigmore 

Totals 

URBAN 

Bromyard 

Hereford  City. . 

Kington 

Ledbury  

Leominster 

Ross  

Totals 

Five  remain  void,  and  are  practically  beyond  repair. 
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The  figures  for  the  various  districts  show  a good  deal  of 
variation  and  disparity,  and  in  some  districts  it  is  desirable  more 
should  be  undertaken  and  more  definite  information  given. 

In  several  Reports  it  is  advisable  that  more  information  be 
given  as  to  such  matters  as  overcrowding  on  the  basis  of  the  1911 
Census,  particulars  as  to  vacant  houses,  and  the  number  of  new 
houses  required. 

Bromyard  Rural. 

Excluding  uninhabitable  houses,  303  bouses  were  reported 
to  the  Council  as  defective,  and  in  183  owners  were  asked  to  remedy 
defects.  The  defects  involved  numbered  974,  and  the  Committee 
called  upon  owners  to  remedy  285  of  them.  In  this  district  the 
ground  floor  rooms  are  included  as  sleeping  rooms,  if  fit,  in  cal- 
culating the  amount  of  cubic  space  available. 

No  building  bye-laws  are  in  force. 

During  the  year  7 new  cottages  were  erected,  also  a small 
holding  house  and  one  residential  house. 

In  1912  the  M.O.H.  reported  that  in  some  parishes  there  was 
a dearth  of  houses  with  which  statement  the  Council  evidently 
disagreed. 

A L.G.B.  Inspector  visited  the  area  in  November  last  and  made 
an  extensive  inspection. 

It  appears  that  a list  of  the  void  houses  in  each  parish  had 
been  supplied  to  the  M.O.H.  by  the  Assistant  Overseers,  and  from 
the  report  of  the  M.O.H.  it  is  evident  that  the  inspections  disclosed 
the  fact  that  many  of  the  cottages  were  quite  uninhabitable. 

Furthermore,  many  houses  returned  as  void  were  found  only 
to  be  ruins  and  in  one  or  two  instances  did  not  even  at  the 
moment  exist.  In  fact  it  is  obvious  that  the  statement  of  the 
M.O.H.  to  his  Council  that  there  was  a considerable  dearth  of 
proper  housing  accommodation  was  amply  justified. 

Bredwardine  Rural. 

The  M.O.H.  reports  : “ House  accommodation  for  the  working 
classes  is  adequate,  and  in  the  main  very  satisfactory.” 

From  this  it  would  appear  there  is  no  want  of  houses  in  this 
area,  but  it  would  be  advisable  to  have  more  information  on  the 
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lines  I have  mentioned  in  the  previous  page.  No  Closing  Orders 
were  made  during  1913. 

Hereford  Rural. 

The  M.O.H.  reports  : “ There  is  a dearth  of  houses  in  some 
parishes ” 

A return  has  been  made  by  the  Parish  Councils  to  this  effect. 
Nine  cottages  were  erected  during  1913. 

No  building  bye-laws  are  in  force. 

In  100  houses,  excluding  those  uninhabitable,  reported  to  the 
Council  as  defective,  the  owners  were  asked  to  remedy  defects. 
In  67  defects  were  remedied. 

Dore  Rural. 

Excluding  uninhabitable  houses  82  were  reported  to  the 
Council  as  defective,  and  in  these  the  owners  were  asked  to 
remedy  defects. 

Defects  were  remedied  in  16. 

In  many  parishes  there  are  no  empty  cottages  and  many  of 
the  houses  require  constant  repair.  It  is  recorded  that  11%  of 
the  cottages  have  only  one  bedroom.  Only  one  house  was  erected 
during  1913. 

' No  building  bye-laws  are  in  force. 

Ledbury  Rural. 

The  number  of  houses  reported  to  the  Council  as  defective* 
was  177,  excluding  uninhabitable  houses,  and  in  these  the  owners 
were  asked  to  remedy  defects. 

Defects  were  remedied  in  113. 

“ There  are  a good  many  cottages  in  every  way  suitable  for 
the  needs  of  the  working  classes,  and  many  others  which  can  be 
made  suitable  at  a very  small  expenditure.” 

The  Parish  Council’s  report  a dearth  of  houses  in  about  half 
a dozen  parishes. 

A L.G.B.  inquiry  was  held  at  Colwall  in  connection  with  a 
scheme  for  8 semi-detached  cottages  proposed  by  the  Colwall 
Parochial  Committee,  and  a loan  for  £ 1,200  has  been  sanctioned. 
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The  M.O.K.  considers  it  advisable  that  cottages  should  be 
provided  in  other  parts  of  the  district. 

During  iy-3  1 7 new  houses  were  erected. 

Building  bye-laws  are  in  force  in  the  parish  of  Colwall. 

Leominster  Rural 

Excluding  '^inhabitable  houses  141  were  reported  to  the 
Council  as  defective,  and  the  owners  were  asked  to  remedy  defects 
in  all  these  cottages.  In  15  defects  were  remedied. 

Of  the  heroes  inspected  7%  had  only  one  bedroom. 

A fair  number  of  the  cottages  are  old  and  require  frequent 
repair. 

It  is  considered  that  there  is  a want  of  cottages  in  many 
parishes. 

From  the  Parish  Council  returns  it  appears  that  about  40 
cottages  are  rec  ~red  in  5 or  6 parishes. 

During  13:3  five  new  cottages  were  erected. 

No  building  bye-laws  are  in  force. 

Weobley  Rural. 

The  number  reported  to  the  Council  as  defective,  excluding 
uninhabitable  bouses  was  151,  and  in  this  number  the  owners 
were  asked  to  remedy  defects.  In  58  defects  were  remedied.  “ In 
very  few  parishes  are  there  any  empty  houses,  and  in  some  there 
is  need  for  new  cottages.” 

A fair  number  are  reported  as  being  almost  uninhabitable. 
During  r yr*  four  new  houses  were  erected. 

No  building  bye-laws  are  in  force. 

. Kington  Rural. 

“ There  is  a i^Srked  improvement  in  the  housing  in  all 
directions,”  says  the  M.O.H. 

It  is  considered  that  there  are  yet  too  many  dwellings  of  the 
old  type  and  in  poor  structural  condition. 

The  opinion.  is  given  that  there  is  need  for  modern  cottages 
in  some  parts  of  the  area. 
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Apart  from  inspections  under  Sec.  17,  154  other  inspections 
have  been  made  in  84  of  which  defects  were  remedied. 

In  one  instance  the  house  was  voluntarily  closed. 

One  bad  case  of  overcrowding  occurred. 

Ross  Rural. 

It  is  considered  that  with  some  exceptions  the  housing 
capacity  of  the  district  is  fairly  satisfactory. 

It  is  found  that  in  most  cases  owners  are  willing  to  carry  out 
the  necessary  repairs. 

The  M.O.H.,  however,  expresses  the  opinion  that  some  of  the 
cottages  are  quite  unfit  for  habitation. 

In  these  cases  it  is  found  that  the  owners  prefer  to  empty 
them  of  tenants  and  leave  them  unoccupied  and  ruinous. 

Two  glaring  cases  of  overcrowding  were  dealt  with,  but  the 
difficulty  seems  to  be  to  find  other  houses. 

A few  new  cottages  have  been  erected,  and  these  supply  any 
increase  in  population. 

No  definite  opinion'  is  given  as  to  the  want  of  cottages  in  the 
several  parishes. 

Whitchurch  Rural. 

The  M.O.H.  expresses  the  opinion  that  the  housing  is  sufficient 
for  the  population.  The  houses  are  in  many  cases  allowed  to  get 
out  of  repair.  The  three  cottages  referred  to  last  year  have  been 
put  in  a satisfactory  condition. 

No  overcrowding  has  been  reported. 

There  are  no  bye-laws  in  force. 

It  would  appear  that  during  1913  no  houses  have  been 
inspected  under  Sec.  17  of  the  Housing  and  Town  Planning  Act. 

Wigmore  Rural. 

It  is  considered  by  the  M.O.H.  that  the  accommodation  is 
sufficient  for  the  needs  of  the  district. 

It  is,  however,  at  the  same  time  regarded  that  many  of  the 
houses  are  in  an  unsatisfactory  condition  owing  to  dampness,  bad 
ventilation,  and  poor  construction  generally. 


'■  





- - 


__ 


....  


55 

No  building  bye-laws  seem  to  be  in  force. 

In  the  case  of  16  cottages  owners  have  been  asked  to  remedy 
defects,  the  majority  of  which  have  been  carried  out. 

Bromyard  Urban. 

Excluding  uninhabitable  houses  the  number  reported  to  the 
Council  as  defective  was  24  in  all,  of  which  the  owners  were  asked 
to  remedy  the  defects. 

None  of  these  appear  to  have  been  remedied. 

Overcrowding  is  considered  to  be  not  unusual. 

Many  of  the  houses  occupied  are  most  unsatisfactory  and  are 
only  occupied  because  there  are  no  others. 

The  opinion  is  expressed  that  there  is  a dearth  of  houses  with 
three  bedrooms  at  rents  from  2s.  6d.  to  3s.  6d.  weekly. 

No  houses  of  the  cottage  class  were  erected  during  1913. 

Building  bye-law's  are  in  force,  but  want  revising. 

It  is  considered  that  the  Urban  District  Council  might  under- 
take a building  scheme. 

Gross  overcrowding  has  undoubtedly  been  taking  place  in  some 
houses,  one  of  which  housed  4 tuberculous  people. 

I consider  the  Council  should  endeavour  to  find  a*  remedy  to 
this  state  of  affairs. 

Hereford  City. 

The  majority  of  the  defects  were  remedied  without  the  making 
of  Closing  Orders. 

A good  deal  of  work  has  been  done  under  Sec.  15. 

During  the  year  146  thorough  inspections  were  made, 
necessitating  the  serving  of  171  notices  to  remedy  defects. 

The  details  show  tl^t  14%  of  the  houses  contained  one  bed- 
. room. 

In  five  cases  there  was  overcrowding. 

In  16  there  was  no  through  ventilation. 

There  was  dampness  in  about  40%  of  the  houses. 

With  regard  to  the  adequacy  of  houses,  the  M.O.H.  gives  much 
important  information  and  believes  that  any  shortage  of  houses 
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is  not  due  to  the  issuing  of  Closing  Orders,  but  rather  to  the  falling 
off  of  building  by  private  enterprise.  He  points  out  that  between 
1910-1913  44  Closing  Orders  were  made,  3 houses  were  voluntarily 
closed,  and  36  demolished.  Against  this  the  Barrs  Court  Estate 
Scheme  provided  in  all  85  houses,  so  that  indirectly  accommodation 
was  provided  for  the  action  taken  under  the  Housing  Acts. 

It  is  now  laid  down  that,  unless  a certain  number  of  houses 
are  provided  under  5s.  or  6s.  weekly,  Closing  Orders  cannot  be  made. 

The  M.O.H.  considers  that  a certain  amount  of  building  is 
necessary  to  keep  pace  with  the  natural  increase  of  population. 
Recently  there  has  been  demand  for  cottages  and  no  empty  ones 
are  to  be  found  anywhere. 

The  whole  question  of  erecting  houses  for  the  working  classes 
is  before  the  Housing  Acts  Committee,  and  by  the  end  of  1914  a 
scheme  for  the  erection  of  62  houses,  sanctioned  by  the  L.G.B., 
will  be  well  on  to  completion. 

Kington  Urban. 

During  1913  17  houses  were  deemed  unfit  for  habitation  owing 
mainly  to  the  old  privy  pits  attached  to  them. 

As  in  every  case  these  were  converted  to  the  water  carriage 
system,  the  issuing  of  Closing  Orders  was  uncalled  for. 

The  M.O.H.  states  “ that  although  every  house  had  not  up 
to  date  been  thoroughly  inspected  and  scheduled,  he  is  confident 
there  is  no  house  which  can  be  properly  described  as  unfit  for  human 
habitation.” 

Ledbury  Urban. 

The  number  of  houses  with  defects  reported  to  the  Council  was 
50,  in  35  of  which  the  owners  were  asked  to  remedy  defects. 

Remedies  were  effected  in  four  without  notice. 

One  case  of  overcrowding  occurred  and  was  abated. 

Building  bye-laws  are  in  force. 

It  is  considered  that  there  does  appear  to  be  a demand  for 
artizan  houses. 

A site  has  been  selected  and  negotiations  are  going  on. 
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Leominster. 

Six  houses  have  been  erected.  More  are  contemplated. 

Until  these  houses  are  provided  Closing  Orders  cannot  be 
obtained  owing  to  scarcity  of  houses. 

During  inspections  many  defective  premises  have  been  found. 

Notices  for  repairs  are  usually  readily  met  by  owners. 

Ross  Urban. 

It  is  recorded  that  steady  progress  has  been  made  during 
the  year,  but  that  a great  deal  remains  to  be  done. 

There  appear  to  be  many  houses  unfit  for  habitation. 

Work  under  the  Act  now  progresses  more  smoothly. 

HOP  PICKERS. 

In  the  Rural  Districts  of  Weobley,  Leominster  and  Hereford 
bye-laws  are  in  force  for  the  lodging  and  decent  accommodation 
of  persons  engaged  in  the  picking  of  hops,  fruit  and  vegetables. 

The  Bromyard  and  Ledbury  Rural  District  Councils  have 
not  adopted  bye-law's. 

It  would  appear  that,  speaking  generally,  there  is  noticeable 
an  improvement  in  the  cleanliness  of  the  pickers’  quarters. 

This  is  most  evident  in  those  districts  where  bye-laws  have 
been  adopted. 

More  attention  is  being  paid  to  making  decent  provision  for 
this  large  influx  of  population. 

During  the  1913  hop  season  Dr.  Farrar,  a Local  Government 
Board  Inspector,  visited  the  quarters  of  the  hop-pickers  in  the 
County. 

Some  employers  make  considerable  effort  to  secure  for  the 
pickers  proper  accommodation,  while  others  do  little  or  nothing.  The 
adoption  of  bye-laws  would  tend  to  level  up  the  desired  standard 
all  round. 

The  Medical  Officer  to  the  Combined  Districts  says  : — “ It 
would  be  very  much  easier  to  get  those  improvements  carried 
out  and  it  would  be  much  fairer  to  some  of  the  growers  if  bye-laws 
were  in  force.” 


Failing  the  adoption  of  bye-laws,  he  considers  the  following 
necessary : — 

1.  Limewashing  of  inside  walls  of  all  buildings  during  the 
week  prior  to  occupation  by  pickers. 

2.  Cleansing  of  floors  of  all  buildings,  especially  of  stables 
and  cowsheds  prior  to  their  occupation. 

3.  Clearing  away  of  accumulations  of  manure  from  the 
proximity  of  the  quarters. 

4.  Provision  of  adequate  privy  accommodation. 

5.  Provision  of  cooking  places. 

6.  Provision  of  a proper  supply  of  water  on  the  premises. 

In  the  Bromyard  District,  where  there  are  no  bye-laws  adopted,  the 
conditions  found  were  not  considered  to  be  much  improved. 

In  the  Hereford  District,  where  bye-laws  have  been  adopted,  proceedings 
were  taken  against  a hop-grower  for  non-compliance  with  one  of  the  re- 
quirements under  the  bye-laws.  He  was  fined  £\  and  costs. 

The  bye-laws  in  force  differ  only  slightly  from  the  model  series  of  the 
Local  Government  Board. 

' In  the  Ledbury  District,  where  bye-laws  have  not  been  adopted,  it  is 
reported  that  a large  number  of  the  hop-growers  failed  to  remove  accumu- 
lations of  filth  and  other  obnoxious  material  from  the  sleeping  places  and 
the  adjoining  areas. 

This  would  have  been  required  under  bye-laws,  and  it  must  appear  to 
most  people  highly  desirable  when  the  danger  from  flies  is  kept  in  mind. 

It  is  considered  that  in  the  main  the  provisions  made  by  the  majority 
of  growers  were  such  as  would  comply  with  bye-laws  had  they  been  adopted. 

The  Council  is  well  advised  to  proceed  to  adopt  them  so  that  the 
minority  may  be  brought  up  to  the  required  standard. 

In  the  Leominster  District  bye-laws  are  in  force,  and  the  conditions 
seem  on  the  whole  satisfactory. 

In  the  Weobley  District,  where  bye-laws  are  also  in  force,  the  same 
can  be  said. 

The  M.O.H.  considers  that  the  conditions  have  improved. 

Authority  was  given  to  proceed  against  three  growers  if  certain  things 
were  not  carried  out  by  the  time  picking  began.  No  proceedings  were 
necessary. 

WATER  SUPPLIES. 

The  public  supplies  in  the  County  are  limited  for  the  most 
part  to  the  Urban  districts.  The  Rural  parts  are  supplied  almost 
entirely  by  shallow  wells,  which  in  many  cases  are  badly  con- 
structed and  open  to  pollution.  Many  of  these  yield  presumably 
water  which  is  not  chemically  or  bacteriologically  as  pure  as  it 
ought  to  be.  In  several  parts  of  the  County,  hamlets  and  col- 
lections of  houses  are  fortunate  in  having  a small  general  supply 


piped  from  a spring  on  the  neighbouring  hillside.  These  small 
supplies  have  everything  to  commend  them,  yielding  as  they 
almost  invariably  do  when  properly  constructed,  an  excellently 
pure  water  and  free  from  any  risk  of  contamination.  An  extension 
of  such  supplies  wherever  possible  should  engage  the  attention  of 
Sanitary  Authorities. 

Bromyard. 

The  supply  is  from  protected  springs  at  Buckenhill,  and  is 
satisfactory. 

Supplies  from  wells  with  pumps  are  yearly  becoming  less. 
Hereford  City. 

Two  new  beds,  covering  an  area  of  20,000  square  feet  each 
have  now  been  completed  and  are  working  very  satisfactorily. 

One  of  the  old  Beds  has  been  repaired. 

In  several  instances  where  the  supply  was  from  contaminated 
wells,  the  town’s  water  has  been  laid  on. 

Samples  from  the  beds  are  from  time  to  time  examined  at  the 
County  and  City  Laboratory. 

Kington. 

The  supply  is  in  the  hands  of  a private  Company.  Some  time 
ago  the  Council  completed  negotiations  with  the  Company  to  buy 
over  the  concern,  and  a Local  Government  Board  Inquiry  was 
held  with  a view  to  obtaining  a loan.  The  Board,  however,  did 
not  give  the  necessary  sanction,  and  for  the  present  the  matter 
is  in  abeyance.  Efforts  should  be  made  to  get  sanction  to  an 
alternative  scheme.  v 

The  other  sources  of  supply  are  the  public  pump  at  the  Cross, 
which  yields  water  of  good  quality  ; also  several  shallow  wells 
which  are  open  to  serious  contamination  from  accumulations  of 
excreta. 

Ledbury. 

In  quality  and  quantity  the  water  is  satisfactory,  and  is  from 
a deep  well  in  the  limestone. 

The  supply  has  been  abundant  during  1913. 
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Leominster. 

The  supply  is  from  a deep  well  and  has  been  satisfactory. 

Ross. 

The  supply  obtained  from  wells  in  the  old  red  sandstone  is  *in 
the  hands  of  a private  company.  It  has  been  satisfactory.  There 
are  a few  private  wells. 

RURAL  DISTRICTS.  - 

Bredwardine. 

The  supply  throughout  the  district  is  fairly  satisfactory 
and  in  some  quarters  duiing  the  past  few  years  it  has  been  much 
improved  by  bringing  water  within  a reasonable  distance  of 
cottages. 

Combined  Districts. 

There  are  combined  supplies  in  several  parishes  of  the  Dore, 
Hereford,  Leominster,  Ledbury  and  Weobley  Rural  Districts. 
In  these  cases  there  is  either  a stand  pipe  or  the  water  is  laid  on 
to  the  houses.  Apart  from  these  supplies  the  only  available  source 
of  water  is  from  shallow  wells. 

That  many  of  them  are  capable  of  being  contaminated  is 
very  evident,  owing  to  their  open  dry-steyned  construction.  Such 
pollution  almost  invariably  gains  admission  through  the  porous 
walls  and  through  the  imperfect  cover.  A safe  drinking  water 
can  only  be  expected  from  a well  which  is  reasonably  well  made, 
that  is,  assuming  that  the  source  of  water  is  above  suspicion. 

In  many  places  water  has  to  be  carried  long  distances.  The 
“ reasonable  ” distance  demanded  by  the  Public  Health  (Water) 
Act  has  been  defined  in  the  Combined  area  as  500  yards,  and  as  200 
yards  in  some  districts  in  the  case  of  new  houses. 

The  Medical  Officer  remarks  that  this  distance  in  the  case 
of  new  houses  might  without  any  hardship  be  lessened.  He, 
rightly,  further  obsen.es  : “ If  water  is  not  available  quite  close 
to  a proposed  site,  I consider  that  it  is  not  a suitable  place  to  build 
a house  upon.” 

A record  is  being  made  of  the  supply  in  each  parish. 


Kington. 

There  are  no  complaints  of  insufficiency.  Samples  from 
various  wells  in  the  district  have  proved  the  quality  to  be  good. 
There  is  no  general  piped  service  into  houses  in  the  area,  but  there 
are  public  standpipes  in  several  of  the  villages. 

At  all  the  schools  the  supply  has  been  looked  into. 

Ross. 

The  main  supply  is  from  wells  and  springs,  and  is  very  deficient 
in  some  parts  of  the  district.  Several  houses  close  to  the  town 
have  the  town  supply  laid  on. 

Whitchurch. 

A Local  Government  Board  Inquiry  has  been  held  with 
relation  to  the  supply  to  the  village  of  Whitchurch,  when  it  was 
decided  a water  supply  was  necessary. 

Conferences  between  the  Board’s  Engineer  and  the  Council 
have  been  held. 

The  matter  has  not  yet  further  matured. 

The  millpond  at  Whitchurch  is  apt  to  get  foul  and  requires 
frequent  cleansing. 

Wigmore. 

The  Medical  Officer  referred  last  year  to  the  difficulty  of 
obtaining  a supply  to  cottages  at  a reasonable  distance,  and  par- 
ticularly to  the  village  of  Adforton.  Steps  have  been  taken  by 
the  County  Education  Authority  to  find  a supply  for  the  School. 

The  local  landowner  has  under  consideration  a scheme  for 
supplying  the  village,  and  from  this  the  School  may  be  able  to 
obtain  a supply.  ^ 

Supplies  at  Shobdon  and  Brampton  Brian  have  been  found 
to  be  polluted.  A new  piped  supply  has  been  - provided  at 
Brampton  Bryan  and  the  well  at  Shobdon  has  been  cleansed  and 
properly  protected  from  pollution. 

RIVER  POLLUTION. 

Section  xiv.  of  the  Local  Govenment  Act,  iSSS,  confers  upon 
County  Councils  the  powers  of  Sanitary  Authorities  under  the 
Rivers  Pollution  Prevention  Act,  1876. 
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The  Rivers  Pollution  Prevention  Act  deals  separately  with  : — 

(a)  Solid  Matters. 

( b ) Sewage. 

(c)  Trade  Effluents. 

( d ) Mining  Effluents. 

The  Medical  Officer  for  the  Bredwardine  Rural  District  has 
dealt  with  the  pollution  at  Hay,  which  enters  the  Wye  from  the 
Dulas  Brook. 

The  smaller  pollutions  to  which  the  Wye  is  subject  near  the 
intake  of  the  water  supply  of  the  City  of  Hereford  have  had  constant 
attention  drawn  to  them.  The  Yazor  brook  which  receives  the 
effluent  from  the  Asylum  has  also  had  supervision. 

Although  sanction  has  been  obtained  from  the  L.G.B.  by 
the  Hay  Urban  Authority  to  put  down  works  for  the  treatment 
of  the  town’s  sewage,  no  steps  have  been  initiated.  The  question 
of  the  pollutions  of  the  Wye  and  the  Lugg  has  been  considered 
by  the  County  Public  Health  Committee  and  the  County  M.O.H. 
has  been  instructed  to  take  samples  for  analysis. 

This  is  being  done  and  a report  will  be  presented  at  as  early 
a date  as  possible. 

It  is  of  vital  interest  to  the  water  supply  of  Hereford  that 
small  pollutions,  as  well  as  those  of  a gross  character,  should  be 
abolished,  and  it  is  desirable  in  order  to  attain  this  end,  that  the 
waterways  in  the  Rural  Districts  should  have  constant  supervision. 

SEWAGE  AND  DRAINAGE. 

Except  in  the  Urban  areas  there  are  only  a few  combined 
schemes  of  sewerage  throughout  the  County.  For  small  villages 
the  cost  entailed  and  the  requirements  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  present  material  difficulties  in  promoting  small  schemes. 
The  great  fault  in  country  districts  is  the  indiscriminate  turning 
of  all  drains  into  water  courses.  Water  supplies,  under  such 
conditions,  are  bound  to  suffer. 

There  is  much  necessity  for  the  wholesale  abolition  of  offensive 
privies,  and  in  this  connection  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  the 
Combined  Districts  considers  “ that  the  time  has  arrived  to  take 
proceedings  under  the  Nuisance  Sections  of  the  Public  Health  Act, 
1875,  against  any  person  who  has  a privy  on  his  premises  in  which 
a sufficiency  of  earth  is  not  used.” 
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The  conversion  of  privy  closets  into  earth  pail  closets  is  a 
matter  so  inexpensive  that  there  does  not  seem  any  reason  why 
it  should  not  be  universally  adopted. 

It  is  now  known  that  the  household  fly  plays  an  important 
part  in  the  spread  of  disease,  and  where  accumulations  exist  flies 
abound  in  great  numbers. 

Many  of  these  offensive  privies  to  be  found  at  schools  are  being 
abolished,  and  the  more  rational  earth  system  (in  the  absence 
of  a water  carriage  system)  is  being  substituted.  A considerable 
amount  of  advance  is  taking  place  at  schools  in  this  connection. 

Bromyard  (U.). 

The  Council  sometime  ago  decided  to  lay  down  bacteria  beds 
to  treat  part  of  the  sewage,  and  plans  have  also  been  prepared  for 
re-sewering  the  town.  The  Council  have  recently  again  had  the 
matter  under  consideration,  and  estimates  and  plans  are  being 
prepared  for  a scheme  for  the  treatment  of  the  sewage.  New 
sections  of  sewers  have  been  laid  down  during  the  year.  The 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  strongly  recommends  the  Council  to  have 
the  privy  closets  in  the  centre  of  the  town  converted  to  water 
closets.  The  sewage  undergoes  no  treatment. 

Hereford  City  (U.). 

There  are  at  the  outfall  four  clinker  beds  in  use  and  a fifth 
is  in  course  of  construction.  There  are  still  several  privies  and 
earth  closets  in  the  outlying  parts  of  the  city  and  outside  the  area 
of  the  sewage  system. 

Kington  (U.). 

The  sewage  is  treated  on  land  which  is  properly  supervised 
and  in  every  way  satisfactory.  Several  new  private  drains  have 
been  added  to  the  system,  and  also  two  branch  sewers  of  about 
ioo  yards  length. 

Ross  (U.). 

The  old  brick  system  of  sewer  is  now  practically  abolished. 
The  whole  sewage  of  the  town  escapes  untreated  into  the  river 
Mye,  and  so  far  no  steps  have  been  initiated  to  purify  it.  Privy 
closets  are  almost  abolished.  Refuse  is  removed  to  the  town  tip. 
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Ledbury  (U.). 

The  system  is  one  of  septic  tanks  and  broad  irrigation.  The 
septic  tanks  continue  to  work  satisfactorily.  The  water  carriage 
system  is  introduced  in  all  new  works,  and  several  old  houses  have 
been  redrained. 

Leominster  (U.). 

Reported  as  satisfactory.  The  sewage  falls  into  the  River 
Arrow  untreated,  and  no  steps  have  been  taken  towards  its  puri- 
fication. I have  again  made  an  inspection  of  the  outfall  during 
the  year,  and  reported  to  the  County  Public  Health  Committee. 
The  question  as  to  how  far  the  river  is  polluted  is  under  con- 
sideration. Earth  closets  and  privies  are  in  use  in  the  outparish. 


RURAL 

Bredwardine. 

No  combined  system  exists  in  the  district.  Privy  pits  and 
cesspools  are  common  and  are  often  unsatisfactory ; in  these  cases 
earth  closets  are  being  advised  as  substitutes.  No  nuisances 
have  arisen  during  the  year. 

Combined  Districts.  . 

There  are  small  combined  systems  of  sewerage  in  the  Hereford, 
Ledbury  and  Weobley  Rural  Districts.  No  others  have  been 
instituted  during  the  year. 

In  many  instances  where  water  carriage  systems  exist 
antiquated  traps  are  still  to  be  found. 

The  obnoxious  practice  of  discharging  drains  into  roadside 
ditches  is  fairly  common. 

In  the  Hereford  Rural  District  the  discharge  of  the  Asylum 
effluent  into  the  Yazor  brook  has  given  constant  trouble.  An 
arrangement  has  now  been  arrived  at  whereby  it  will  be  connected 
up  with  the  nearest  point  of  the  Hereford  City  Sewage  system. 

Privy  closets  are  being  gradually  abolished.  A special  report 
was  presented  to  the  Weobley  Rural  District  Council  by  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  on  the  drainage  of  the  village  of  Dilwyn  in  1910, 
but  no  further  steps  have  been  taken. 
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Kington. 

At  Eardisley  and  Pembridge  there  are  broad  irrigation  systems 
of  disposal.  At  Eardisley  the  Council  has  resumed  the  manage- 
ment formerly  delegated  to  the  Parish  Council,  and  the  system 
is  now  working  more  satisfactorily.  At  Pembridge  the  lowest 
part  of  the  sewer  has  frequently  become  silted  up,  no  doubt  due 
to  some  neglect  of  the  road  gullies.  It  is  now  working  satisfactorily. 

Ross. 

The  systems  most  common  are  those  of  earth  and  privy 
closet.  Many  of  them  are  somewhat  primitive.  It  is  essential 
that  earth  should  be  as  largely  used  as  possible  and  that  the  dis- 
charge of  house  drains  into  roadside  ditches  should  be  obviated. 

Whitchurch. 

Cesspits,  earth  closets  and  privies  prevail  throughout  the 
district.  The  larger  houses  have  water  closets. 

Defects  occurring  in  house  drains  have  called  for  attention 
during  the  year. 

There  are  practically  nq  combined  systems  of  drainage  within 
the  area. 

Wigmore. 

The  systems  in  the  area  have  worked  satisfactorily. 

No  refuse  pit  has  yet  been  provided  for  Leintwardine. 

DISPOSAL  OF  REPOSE,  Etc. 

The  proper  housing  and  disposal  of  all  kinds  of  refuse  is 
becoming  of  great  importance  in  the  light  of  our  increasing  know- 
ledge of  the  possible  part  that  flies  play  in  the  spread  of  disease. 

In  addition  to  the  common  house  fly,  it  would  appear  that 
the  blow  fly  feeds  on  human  faecal  matter.  It  is  very  partial  to 
all  kinds  of  fruit,  especially  if  over-ripe,  and  in  this  way  the  germs 
of  disease  may  be  quickly  conveyed  from  excrement  to  food. 

This  has  a very  practical  bearing  on  the  proper  and  frequent 
disposal  of  refuse.  It  is  also  a very  strong  argument  why,  in  the 
dry  method  of  excrement  disposal,  so  prevalent  in  this  county, 
earth  should  be  always  used.  In  the  Rural  Districts  refuse  is 
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apt  to  be  allowed  to  accumulate  and  ferment,  instead  of  being 
frequently  removed  away  from  dwellings,  and  in  consequence 
flies  are  bred  by  the  million. 

Public  scavenging  is  carried  out  in  the  Urban  districts,  and 
house  refuse  is  removed  once  or  twice  weekly.  In  Hereford  City 
all  owners  of  new  houses  are  required  to  supply  regulation  ash-bins. 
In  Ross  Urban  a refuse  destructor  has  been  installed  at  the 
Council’s  depot  capable  of  dealing  with  the  town’s  refuse,  but 
it  appears  not  to  be  in  use. 

The  removal  of  house  refuse  is  not  undertaken  by  any  of 
the  Rural  District  Authorities.  At  Leintwardine,  in  the  Wigmore 
Rural  District,  a suitable  tip  has  not  yet  been  found.  The  one 
used  at.  present  is  objectionable. 

Offensive  trades  are  few  in  number. 

THE  MILK  SUPPLY. 

DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS,  &c. 

Most  of  the  milk  produced  is  consumed  in  the  County.  A 
considerable  quantity,  however,  is  sent  outside  the  County  to 
London,  Worcester,  Malvern,  Abergavenny,  Abertillery,  Birming- 
ham, Newport  (Mon.)  and  Tenbury. 

Regulations  under  the  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops 
Orders,  1885,  have  not  been  adopted  in  some  of  the  districts.  It 
is  highly  desirable  that  this  should  be  done. 

It  ought  to  be  considered  no  hardship  for  the  producer  of  such 
an  important  article  of  diet  as  milk  to  have  his  cowsheds  con- 
structed and  kept  in  a way  which  is  likely  to  give  rise  to  no  con- 
tamination. 

Many  of  the  District  Medical  Officers  advocate  more  attention 
to  the  keeping  clean  of  the  foldyard. 

The  removal  of  quantities  of  manure  to  a reasonable  distance 
from  the  cowshed,  and  the  carrying  away  adequately  of  the  liquid 
manure  and  rain  water  which  augments  it,  are  the  elements  of 
cleanliness  where  milk  is  concerned. 

It  is  not  generally  realised  that  milk  should  be  produced 
by  milkers  with  clean  hands  and  clean  clothes.  In  the  model 
dairy  farms  of  some  Counties  special  printed  rules  are  hung  up 
in  every  cowshed  insisting  upon  the  milkers  thoroughly  washing 
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their  hands  and  the  udders  of  the  cows  before  milking.  Special 
clean  linen  overalls  are  also  supplied  for  them  to.  put  over  their 
ordinary  clothes. 

Only  by  attention  to  details  of  this  kind  can  one  hope  to  get 
milk  free  from  sediment,  and,  it  may  be,  the  germs  of  disease. 

The  London  County  Council  (under  their  General  Powers  Act, 
1007)  have  power  to  examine  any  chum  of  milk  arriving  in  London 
and  to  send  their  Veterinary  Inspectors  into  various  County  areas 
supplying  milk  to  the  Metropolis  with  a view  to  the  detection 
of  tuberculous  cows.  It  seems,  however,  that  only  a very  small 
quantity  of  milk  leaves  this  County  for  London,  and  so  far  as  I am 
aware  no  sample  has  been  under  suspicion. 

INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

The  amount  of  systematic  inspection  and  work  performed 
by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  is  shown  in  the  accompanying  Table. 

A Report  showing  the  work  of  every  Inspector  in  tire  County 
has  been  received.  Many  of  them  give  evidence  of  a large  amount 
of  work  being  performed,  and  are,  in  fact,  valuable  supplements 
of  the  reports  of  the  Medical  Officers  of  Health. 

The  figures  setting  forth  the  number  of  inspections  made 
vary  considerably,  no  doubt  due  to  the  “ actual  inspections  ’ ' in 
the  one  case,  and  the  “ things  inspected  ” in  the  other  being 
recorded. 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT. 

In  the  regulations  laid  down  by  the  Local  Government  Board 
as  to  the  scope  of  the  Report  of  the  County  Medical  Officer  a section 
is  required  on  “ the  administration  of  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs 
Act,  1875  to  1907,  within  that  part  of  the  County  in  which  the 
County  Council  have  jurisdiction  for  the  purposes  of  these  Acts.’’ 

I have  no  part  in  the  administration  of  this  Act.  This  is 
undertaken  by  the  Standing  Joint  Committee  of  the  County  so 

• ir  as  the  County  area  is  concerned.  The  City  of  Hereford  is  a 
'cparate  local  executive  Authority.  From  the  quarterly  Report  of 
taat  Committee  and  the  Annual  Report  of  the  City  of  Hereford 

following  abstract  of  the  work  performed  throughout  the 

• • hninistrative  County  has  been  drawn  up. 
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Sample*  G«aaln< 
Taken  I 

Adul- 

terated 

(1)  Milk  

48 

45 

3 

(2)  Butter  

22 

22 

(3)  Margarine  

1 

1 

(4)  Lard  

3 

3 

(5)  Cheese  

4 

3 

1* 

(6)  Vinegar  

1 

1 

(7)  Pepper  

5 

5 

(8)  Ground  Ginger 

i 

i 

(9)  Sugar  

3 

3 

(10)  Standard  Bread  ... 

1 

1 

(11)  Flour 

1 

1 

(12)  Purified  Cream  of 
Tartar  

1 

1 

(13)  Coffee 

3 

3 

(14)  Tea 

2 

2 

(15)  Arrowroot  Flour  ... 

2 

2 

(16)  Whiskey  

1 

0 

1* 

(17)  Tincture  of  Rhubarb 

1 

1 

Totals  

mo 

95 

5 

Bemirkg 

(1)  One  10  per  cent,  deficient 

in  fat  and  2 per  cent,  in 
solids  not  fat.  Dismissed. 
One  3 per  cent,  deficient 
in  fat  and  4 per  cent,  in 
solids  not  fat.  One  2 per 
cent,  deficient  in  solids 
not  fat. 

Five  other  samples  were 
very  poor  and  only  just 
came  up  to  the  minimum 
standard  of  the  Board  of 
Agriculture. 

(2)  Five  contained  Boracic 
preservatives  ranging  from 
an  equivalent  of  .22  to  .46 
per  cent.  Boric  Acid. 

(3)  Contained  16  per  cent, 
water  (the  maximum  al- 
lowed) and  Boracic  pre- 
servatives .30  per  cent. 

(5)  One  a skim  milk  cheese 
contained  only  9 per  cent, 
of  fat. 


(16)  Adulterated  43.6  per 
cent.  D.P. 


City  of  Hereford. 


(1)  Milk  

16 

16 

(1)  Three  samples  were  poor 

in  quality  and  low  in  fat ; 

three  of  low  quality  though 

just  up  to  minimum  stan- 

dard. 

(2)  Cream  (fresh)  

2 

2 

(2)  & (3)  The  four  samples  of 

(3)  Cream  (preserved) 

2 

2 

fresh  and  preserved  cream 

were  found  to  satisfy  all 

(4)  Butter  

12 

12  i 

the  requirements  under 

(5)  Margarine  

1 

1 

the  Milk  and  Cream  Regu- 

(6)  Lard  

2 

2 

lations,  1912. 

(7)  Cheese  

7 

7 

(8)  Rice  

3 

3 

(9)  Bread  and  Butter 

2 

2 

(10)  Baking  Powder  ... 

1 

1 

(H)  Sago  

1 

1 

(12)  Tapioca  

1 

1 

(13)  Sugar  

2 

2 

(14)  Flour  

1 

1 

(15)  Jam  

2 

2 

(16)  Honey  

1 

1 

(17)  Yeast  

2 

2 

(18)  Pepper  

4 

4 

- 

(19)  Vinegar  

2 

2 

(20)  Aerated  Waters  ... 

2 

2 

Total  

66 

66 

Grand  Total  for 

Administrative  County 

166 

161 

5 

Of  the  total  number  of  samples  60%  were  taken  by  the  County  Execuf  ' 
Authority.  The  percentage  of  adulterated  samples  to  the  total  number 
was  3.0%. 

* These  two  adulterated  samples  were  taken  informally  and  consequent!? 
no  proceedings  could  be  taken. 


On  August  6th,  1912,  the  Local  Government  Board  issued 
“ The  Public  Health  (Milk  and  Cream)  Regulations,  1912.” 

These  came  into  force  in  part  on  October  1st,  1912,  and  entirely 
on  January  1st,  1913. 

It  is  recommended  “ that  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  should 
be  instructed  to  exercise  general  supervision  over  the  action  taken  in  pur- 
suance of  these  Regulations  and  that  the  Officer  of  the  Council  who  directs 
sampling  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  should  be  instructed  to  confer  with 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  with  the  Public  Analyst  as  to  the  details 
of  procedure  necessary  to  secure  the  observance  of  the  Regulations  in  the 
area  over  which  the  Council  has  supervision.” 

A recommendation  to  this  effect  has  been  made  by  the  Public 
Health  Committee  to  the  Standing  Joint  Committee,  but  so  far 
no  action  has  been  taken  by  the  latter  Committee. 

No  co-operation  between  the  Committees  exists,  and  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  exercises  no  supervision.  It  would 
appear  from  the  Reports  of  the  Standing  Joint  Committee  that 
the  Public  Health  (Milk  and  Cream)  Regulations,  1912,  have  not 
yet  been  put  into  force. 

COUNTY  AND  CITY  LABORATORY. 

The  Laboratory  for  the  use  of  the  County  and  City  at  132, 
St.  Owen  Street,  Hereford,  has  now  been  fully  equipped,  and  was 
opened  in  April,  1913. 

The  necessary  structural  arrangements  were  carried  out  most 
satisfactorily  by  Mr.  G.  H.  Jack,  the  County  Surveyor,  and  the 
apparatus  was  supplied  by  Messrs.  Gallenkamp,  of  London. 

It  is  fully  equipped  for  the  following  investigations  : — 

1.  Chemical  examination  of  water. 

2.  Bacteriological  examination  of  water. 

3.  Bacteriological  examination  of  milk. 

4.  Bacteriological  examination  for  Diphtheria,  Enteric 

Fever,  Phthisis,  &c. 

5.  Microscopical  examinations  for  Skin  Diseases. 

6.  Centrifugalising  milk  for  deposit  and  examination  for 

Tubercle  Bacilli: 

7.  Examination  of  Films,  &c: 

Complete  outfits  are  supplied  by  the  County  Medical  Officer, 
under  whose  personal  supervision  the  work  of  the  Laboratory  is 
conducted.  Results  are  transmitted,  by  telephone  or  telegram, 
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when  necessary,  in  order  to  avoid  delay.  The  great  progress  in 
Sanitary  Science  in  recent  years  has  rendered  necessary  Chemical, 
Bacteriological  and  Microscopical  investigations  in  the  every- 
day work  of  Sanitary  Authorities,  and  it  is  for  the  benefit  of  the 
district  Authorities  that  such  a laboratory  has  been  established. 
The  Public  Health  Committee  indeed  regard  these  investigations 
so  necessary  to  the  District  Sanitary  Authorities  that  they  have 
now  intimated  that  no  charge  will  be  made  for  the  examination 
of  all  “ ordinary  ” specimens  arising  in  the  routine  work  of  any 
County  District.  Specimens,  however,  sent  by  the  general  public 
will  be  subject  to  a modified  fee. 

The  following  work  was  carried  out  during  the  few  months 
of  the  year  it  was  available  : — 


Chemical. 

Examinations  of  potable  waters  ...  13 


Bacteriological. 


Examination  of  potable  waters  1 

„ of  milk  ...  „ ...  2 

„ for  Bac.  Diphtheria  55 

„ „ Bac.  Tuberculosis  ...  57 

„ „ Bac.  Typhosus  1 

„ „ Bac.  Coli  1 

„ „ Bac.  Influenzae  1 

„ „ Ringworm  3 

„ „ Skin  Diseases  3 

„ of  Lung  Tissue 1 


Total  ...  ...  ...  138 


THE  MIDWIVES  ACT. 

Administration. 

The  Midwives  Committee  supervises  the  administration  of 
this  Act.  The  visiting  of  the  midwives  is  carried  out  by  an 
Inspector  and  her  Assistants. 


Miss  Boden,  the  Inspector,  is  at  the  same  time  Superintender/ 
of  the  County  Nursing  Association,  and  her  Assistants,  Miss  Nesbitt 
and  Miss  Relph,  take  part  in  the  work  of  both  Authorities. 
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They  are  also  the  servants  of  the  County  Council  in  so  far 
as  they  carry  out  duties  in  connection  with  the  County  Tuberculosis 
Scheme. 

The  County  Medical  Officer  superintends  the  general  routine 
of  work,  gives  advice,  and  presents  the  report  on  the  Inspectors’ 
work  to  the  Committee  quarterly.  Miss  Boden  and  her  Assistants 
have  again  carried  out  their  duties  most  energetically  during  the 
year. 

From  the  summary  found  below,  which  Miss  Boden  has  pro- 
vided, it  will  be  seen  that  frequent  visits  are  made.  Of  these 
occasions  the  bag  and  apparatus  of  the  midwife  are  scrutinised, 
register  examined  and  much  good  advice  tendered. 

When  occasion  offers,  the  Inspectors  accompany  the  midwife 
to  the  case  she  may  be  called  to  or  attending,  and  in  this  way  the 
value  of  her  advice  has  been  much  enhanced.  In  cases  of  emergency 
visits  are  made  specially. 

It  is  found  that  the  trained  women  give  little  or  no  trouble 
compared  with  those  who  are  registered  as  bona-fide  midwives. 
During  the  year  134  midwives  gave  notice  of  their  intention  to 
practice. 


REPORT,  1913. 
Midwives  Practising  in  the  County. 

Urban. 

Hereford  City  

16 

Ross 

•••  ...  ...  ... 

... 

6 

Leominster 

... 

... 

1 

Ledbury 

...  ...  ...  ... 

... 

3 

Kington 

... 

... 

... 

3 

Bromyard 



... 

2 

Almeley 

Rural. 

1 

Adforton 

...  ...  ...  ... 

1 

Ashperton 

... 

... 

2 

Avenbury 

...  

... 

T 

Brockhampton 

1 

Bosbury 

... 

1 

Bodenliam 

...  ...  ...  ... 

... 

... 

1 

Broad  Oak 

... 

... 

1 

Burghill 

... 

2 

Bush  Bank 

...  ...  ...  ••• 

1 

Bircher 

...  ...  •••  ••• 

2 

Birtley 

...  •••  ... 

... 

1 

Bromsask 

...  ...  ...  ... 

1 

Burring  ton 



... 

... 

1 
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Bishops  Fro  me 

Ballingham 

Cradley 

Clifford 

Col  wall 

Dinedor 

Dorstone 

Dilwyn 

Downton 

Eastnor 

Eardisland 

Fownhope 

Ganarew 

Gorsley 

Garway 

Hoarwithy 

How  Caple 

Hay 

Holmer 

Harewood  End 
Hampton  Bishop 
Hatfield  ... 
Howie  Hill 
Holme  Lacy 
Kingsland 


Kimbolton 

Kings  Thome 

Kingstone 

Little  Dewchurch 

Letton 

Limebrook 

Longrove 

Leysters  Pole 

Lower  Lydbrook 

Linton 

Lea 

Lyonshall 
Lugwardine 
Much  Cowarae 
Moccas 
Madley 
Monkland 
Moreton  ... 
Marden 

Orcop  

Orleton 

Pipe  and  Lyde  ... 

Peterstow 

Pontrilas 

Putley  ...- 

Perton 

Palmers  Hill 

Pencraig 

Pembridge 

Preston  Wynne 

Peterchurch 

Rowlestone 

Stoke  Lacy 

Shucknall  Hill 

Steens  Bridge 

Stretton  Sugwas 


Staunton-on- Wye 


2 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

9 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

- 1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
1 
1 
1 
2 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

. 1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
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Stockton  ...  ...  ...  * ...  ...  ...  1 

Tarrington 

Upton  Bishop  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Vowchurch  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Wigmore  ...  ...  ... ' ...  ...  ...  1 

Weston-under-Penyard  1 

Wacton  Green  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Withington  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 . 

Weobley  1 

Whitboume  1 

Woolhope  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Total 134 

Summary  of  the  Inspector’s  Work  from  January  1st  to  December  31st,  1913 

Regular  Inspections  of  Midwives...  ...  ...  ...  ...  301 

Special  Visits  of  Enquiry 85 

Visits  to  Non-registered  Women  reported  to  be  practising  ...  13 

Letters  and  Notifications  sent  out  ...  ...  ...  - ...  497 

Sotificalions  received — 

“ Of  sending  for  Medical  Help  ” ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  237 

" Of  Still-births  ” 37 

Temporary  withdrawals  on  account  of  being  exposed  to  in- 

iection  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Died.  Recovered.  Total. 

Septic  Cases...  ...  ...  ...  2 ...  4 ...  6 

Number  of  Trained  Midwives  working  under  Local  Nursing 

Associations  affiliated  to  the  County  Nursing  Association...  34 
Trained  Midwives  working  under  Local  Associations  not  affi- 
liated to  the  County  Nursing  Association  ...  ...  ...  6 

(One  of  these- Associations  has  ceased  to  exist.) 

Trained  Midwives  practising  on  their  own  account  ...  ...  14 

Bona-fide  Midwives  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  80 

Total  134 

In  addition  to  the  above  list  Trained  Midwives  from  other 
Counties  who  take  holiday  and  emergency  work  in  the  County, 
receive  routine  inspection. 

New  Districts  formed  (in  affiliation  with  the  County  Nursing 
Association) : — 

1.  Wigmore,  Leinthall  Earles  and  Aymestrey. 

2.  Kingsland. 

During  1913  the  Nurses  working  under  affiliated  Local 
Associations  have  attended  : — 

Cases. 

As  Midwives  470 

As  Maternity  Nurses  under  Medical  Practitioners  ...  103 


Total  ... 


573 
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Four  County  Nurses  finished  training  during  1913. 

One  of  these  began  work  in  a district  newly  formed,  and 
affiliated  to  the  County  Nursing  Association. 

Another  failed  to  fulfil  her  agreement,  and  after  paying  the 
required  fine  she  was  allowed  to  resign. 

The  remaining  two  are  at  work  in  districts  rendered  vacant 
through  resignations. 

Four  Nurses  were  in  training  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

( Signed ) A.  BODEN, 

Inspector  of  Midwives. 

It  will  be  observed  that  these  figures  show  a large  amount 
of  work  performed  during  1913. 

The  actual  number  of  practising  Midwives  in  the  County  is 
one  less — a bona-fide — than  last  year.  It  is  very  desirable  that 
additions  should  be  made  to  the  number  of  trained  Midwives,  as 
it  is  to  be  expected  that  the  number  of  bona-fide  women,  many  of 
whom  are  well  advanced  in  years,  will  decrease  yearly. 

Unregistered  Mid  wives. 

Continuous  efforts  have  been  made  during  the  year  to  stamp 
out  the  practice  of  unregistered  women,  and  in  several  instances 
by  frequent  warnings  and  visits  a measure  of  success  has  been 
attained. 

A flagrant  case,  where  a woman  had  been  so  acting  for  years, 
was  brought  before  the  local  magistrates,  and  abundant  proof 
was  produced  by  the  Local  Supervising  Authority.  She  was  fined 
is.,  which  was  paid  by  one  of  the  magistrates,  and  informed  that 
although  she  has  broken  the  law,  she  was  doing  good  work  in  the 
locality. 

A decision  of  this  kind  could  only  have  one  effect,  viz.,  to 
encourage  the  woman  to  continue  her  illegal  practice. 

The  attitude  of  the  Bench  in  this  case  is  most  regretable, 
because  in  this  particular  district  there  are  registered  and  trained 
women  capable  of  doing  the  work,  and  if  this  unregistered  person 
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was  not  practising  illegally  there  would  be  an  opportunity  of  sup- 
plying the  district,  which  is  an  urban  one,  with  a well-trained 
midwife. 

She  is  being  kept  under  close  observation. 

Puerperal  Infection. 

With  reference  to  the  six  septic  cases  which  were  reported 
to  the  Inspector  during  the  year  four  of  them  were  in  the  practice 
of  Midwives.  Two  deaths  occurred,  one  in  the  practice  of  a trained 
Midwife ; the  other  where  the  above-mentioned  unregistered 
woman  was  attending  along  with  a medical  practitioner. 

A third  death  makes  up  the  three  registered  in  the  General 
Table  of  Deaths,  but  this  did  not  occur  in  the  practice  of  a Midwife 
so  far  as  is  known. 

Supply  and  Training  of  Mid  wives. 

It  is  gratifying  that  two  new  districts  have  been  started 
during  the  year,  and  with  Midwives  affiliated  to  the  County 
Nursing  Association. 

There  are  several  other  areas  where  trained  women  are  much 
wanted,  and  it  is  highly  desirable  that  as  many  suitable  women 
should  be  initiated  for  training  as  possible.  The  County  Council 
give  a grant  of  £150  a year  from  the  Higher  Education  Funds 
towards  training  women. 

As  it  is  to  be  feared  that  in  future  years  there  will  be  a shortage 
of  Midwives  and  in  view  of  the  fact  that  at  the  present  time  several 
districts  are  insufficiently  supplied  and  in  some  cases  entirely 
without  a Midwife  at  all,  it  should  be  seriously  considered  whether 
this  grant  could  not  be  made  on  a more  liberal  scale. 

While  also  it  is  recognised  that  the  County  Nursing  Association 
is  assiduous  in  seeing  that  such  women  receive  a suitable  training 
not  only  in  Midwifery  but  in  general  nursing,  it  is  evident  that 
throughout  the  whole  country  there  is  a tendency  towards 
demanding  that  this  class  of  Nurses’  training  should  be  further 
extended  and  ronplified. 

In  rural  counties  especially  it  will  be  most  desirable  in  future 
that  these  Nurses  should  be  qualified  to  engage  not  only  in  Mid- 
wifery, but  also  in  School  and  Tuberculosis  work. 
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* METEOROLOGICAL  DATA. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED. 


Mean 

Temperature. 

Total 

Rainfall. 

No.  of  day’s 

Precipitation. 

Diphtheria 

and  Croup. 

Fevers. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Total. 

January 

... 

39.9 

3.73 

20 

6 

1 

25 

32 

February 

39.7 

1.34 

12 

3 

1 

38 

42 

March  

42.9 

5.21 

20 

8 

1 

12 

21 

April  

46.8 

4.14 

20 

7 

1 

24 

32 

May  

52.9 

2.42 

14 

4 

2 

15 

21 

June  

58.5 

.91 

9 

1 

... 

13 

14 

July  

59.7 

.77 

9 

2 

1 

25 

28 

August 

60.1 

1.26 

13 

7 

1 

33 

41 

September  ... 

57.1 

2.85 

14 

13 

... 

54 

67 

October 

51.4 

4.30 

18 

17 

1 

38 

56 

November 

46.6 

2.97 

19 

20 

1 

39 

60 

December 

41.0 

.95 

9 

22 

36 

58 

49.7 

30.85 

177 

110 

10 

352 

472 

’From  the  County  Meterological  Stations. 
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PART  II. 

I.  URBAN  DISTRICTS. 


BROMYARD. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  ; 
Herbert  Jones,  L.R.C.S.I.,  D.P.H. 


Area  (exclusive  of  water)  in  acres 
Total  population,  1911  Census 
Total  population,  1913  (estimated) 

Deaths  registered  in  the  district  during  1913 
Nett  deaths  belonging  to  district  during  1913 

Nett  death-rate  

Infantile  mortality 

Birth-rate  

\ 

The  Report  is  printed. 


1913 

15.1 

96 

18.0 


194 

1,703 

1,712 

21 

26 

1912 

9.3 

60 

19.3 


Physical  Features. 

The  highest  part  of  the  urban  area  is  about  570  feet  above  sea  level. 
The  geological  formation  is  Old  Red  Sandstone. 

The  only  industries  are  a tannery  and  brick  works. 

House  Accommodation. 

There  is  no  crowding  on  area,  but  overcrowding  of  persons  in  houses 
is  not  unusual. 

There  is  an  absence  of  damp  courses,  and  the  existence  of  defective 
eaves  gutters  and  porous  walls  renders  houses  damp. 

The  old  houses  require  constant  repair. 

The  building  bye-laws  in  use  want  revising. 

Sewage  and  Drainage. 

Plans  for  a complete  system  of  sewerage  for  the  town  have  been  con- 
sidered by  the  Council  years  ago. 

Much  of  the  sewage  discharges  into  the  river  direct  or  through  the 
medium  of  an  open  ditch. 

It  is  considered  advisable  that  the  privy  closets  in  the  centre  of  the 
town  should  be  replaced  by  water  closets. 

No  new  work  appears  to  have  been  undertaken  during  1913. 

The  Council  are  stated  as  now  seriously  considering  a scheme  of  sewage 
treatment. 

Scavenging. 

Scavenging  of  streets  and  the  removal  of  refuse  is  carried  out  by  the 
Council. 
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Water  Supply. 

The  town’s  supply  is  from  protected  springs  at  Buckenhili,  which 
gravitates  to  a pumping  station. 

The  water  is  raised  by  means  of  a water  wheel,  oil  engine,  and  wind  motor. 
The  System  gave  during  1913  a supply  of  11.4  gallons  per  head. 

Supervised  Premises. 

Cowsheds. — There  are  no  cowsheds  on  the  register.  It  is  considered  that 
regulations  under  the  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  Orders  should  be 
made. 

Slaughter-houses. — There  are  four  in  the  town,  and  are  well  built,  fairly 
clean,  and  satisfactory. 

The  Bakehouses  are  in  a better  condition  than  formerly,  although  there 
is  still  room  for  improvement. 

Common  Lodging-houses. — Bye-laws  for  the  control  of  such  are  in  force. 

There  are  two  registered  lodging-houses  in  the  town,  and,  so  far  as  is 
known,  no  overcrowding  occurs. 

Neither,  however,  is  reported  as  altogether  satisfactory. 

Schools.  . .. 

These  are  reported  satisfactory. 


Infectious  Disease. 

There  is  a joint  hospital  for  the  Urban  and  Rural  Districts  with  accom- 
modation for  4 patients. 

A note  on  Permissive  Powers  and  a report  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector 
are  also  given. 


HEREFORD  CITY. 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 


j.  w.  Miller,  M.D.,  D.P.H. 


Area  (land  and  inland  water)  in  acres,  1911  Census 



5,031 

Total  population,  1911  Census  ... 

... 

22,568 

Total  population,  1913  (estimated) 



22,852 

Deaths  registered  in  the  district  during  1913  ... 



328 

Nett  deaths  belonging  to  the  district  during  1913 

... 

285 

1913 

1912 

Nett  death-rate  ...  ...  

12.4 

12.6 

Infantile  mortality 

81 

80 

Birth-rate ‘ 

22.4 

19.1 

The  report  is  printed,  and  is  combined  with  the  Report  to  the  Education 
Authority  on  School  Inspection. 
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Physical  Features. 

The  City  lies  in  a basin  on  a gravel  deposit  made  up  chiefly  of  Old  Red 
Sandstone  and  Corn  stone,  with  smaller  amounts  of  Silurian  pebbles  and 
Trap  rocks.  On  the  lower  levels  are  found  beds  of  alluvium.  The  average 
height  above  sea-level  is  180  feet. 

Housing. 

Extensive  inspection  has  been  undertaken  during  the  year,  elaborate 
details  of  which  are  set  forth. 

The  main  defects  encountered  are  dampness,  general  dilapidation  of 
floors,  walls  and  ceilings,  insufficient  ventilation  and  insanitary  surroundings 
in  connection  with  conveniences,  drainage  and  paving.  The  majority  of 
defects  were  remedied  without  the  making  of  closing  orders.  It  is  con- 
sidered that  the  shortage  of  houses  is  due  to  the  falling  oS  of  private  building, 
rather  than  the  issuing  of  closing  orders  by  the  Town  Council.  It  is  felt  that 
in  order  to  keep  pace  with  the  increase  of  population  a certain  number  of 
houses  should  be  built  yearly.  A municipal  scheme  for  erecting  62  houses 
is  now  going  through. 

Sewerage  and  Drainage. 

Four  clinker  beds  are  in  use  and  a fifth  is  still  in  couse  of  construction. 
Scavenging. 

A large  number  of  occupiers  still  use  any  variety  of  odd  receptacle, 
without  a cover,  as  a refuse  bin.  The  danger  of  this  practice  in  relation  to 
epidemic  Diarrhoea  is  emphasised. 

During  the  year  36%  of  the  town’s  refuse  was  disposed  of  at  the 
destructor.  This  included  a large  amount  of  animal  and  vegetable  matter 
from  shops,  slaughter-houses,  etc. 

Water  Supply. 

The  work  of  providing  two  extra  sand  filter  beds  was  completed  in  1912. 
Each  of  these  cover  an  area  of  20,000  square  feet.  The  two  old  beds  have 
been  repaired  and  can  be  alternated,  for  cleaning  purposes,  with  the  two 
new  ones. 

Chemical  analyses  were  made  of  samples  from  7 wells  during  the  year, 
two  of  which  were  found  contaminated. 

' There  are  still  74  wells  in  use,  supplying  119  houses. 

Supervised  Premises. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. — One  informal  notice  was  served  for  breach  of 
the  regulations. 

Frequent  visits  were  made  to  milkshops,  cowsheds  and  dairies  during 
the  year.  Attention  was  drawn  twice  during  the  year  to  the  regulations 
regarding  lime-washing. 

Pigslyes. — Attention  has  been  devoted  to  these  during  the  year  and  51 
notices  have  been  served  for  the  abatement  of  nuisances. 
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Common  Lodging-houses. — There  was  one  registered  common  lodging- 
house  in  the  City  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

It  has  accommodation  for  16  persons  (males)  and  is  satisfactorily  kept 

Workshops  and  Workplaces. — The  workshops  and  workplaces  have  been 
visited  during  the  year. 

Twenty-three  notices  were  served  requiring  contraventions  of  the  Act 
to  be  remedied. 

The  premises  of  outworkers  were  visited,  and  on  the  whole  were 
found  satisfactory. 

Slaughter-houses. — During  the  year  many  visits  have  been  paid. 

There  are  still  two  private  slaughter  houses  in  the  City. 

The  proposed  improvements  to  the  Public  Abattoir  are  for  the  present 
postponed. 

More  attention  is  now  being  paid  to  flushing  of  floors  and  general 
cleanliness  of  the  premises. 

It  is  satisfactory  that  only  a relatively  small  amount  of  disease  was 
found  amongst  the  animals  slaughtered. 

Offensive  Trades. — Frequent  visits  to  these  premises  have  been  made, 
which  are  in  the  main  satisfactory. 

Other  Premises  under  Supervision.— Fried-fish  shops,  marine  stores,  and 
ice-cream  shops  have  all  come  under  observation  and  inspection. 


Food  and  Drugs. 

In  all  66  samples  were  taken  during  the  year.  No  adulteration  was 
found. 


Infectious  Disease 

During  the  year  43  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  12  cases  of  Diptheria  were 
removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital. 

Several  minor  improvements  in  connection  with  the  Hospital  have  been 
carried  out. 


KINGTON. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 


Richard  Hardinc,  L.R.C.P.,  L.F.P.S 


Area  (land  and  inland  water)  in  acres,  1911  Census 
Total  population,  191 1 Census  ... 

Total  population,  1913  (estimated) 

Deaths  registered  in  the  district  during  1913  ... 
Nett  deaths  belonging  to  district  during  1913 

Nett  death-rate  

Infantile  mortality  ‘ 

Birth-rate 

The  Report  is  printed. 


857 

1.819 

1,791 

42 

31 

1913 

1912 

17.3 

9.3 

0.0 

0.0 

23.4 

23.0 

' " 
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Physical  Features. 

Though  urban  in  a sens?  it  is  largely  rural  in  character. 

The  area  depends  on  agriculture  as  practically  the  only  industry. 
Housing. 

There  i3  a demand  for  a good  class  of  dwelling-house  for  the  better  paid 
industrial  classes. 

There  arc  a few  vacant  houses  of  a certain  type. 

Improper  closet  accommodation  (apart  from  other  defects)  has  been 
considered  as  good  grounds  for  certifying  a dwelling  as  unfit  for  habitation. 
Water  Supply. 

There  are  three  sources.  (1)  General  supply.  (2)  The  public  supply 
from  a pump  at  the  Cross.  (3)  The  other  sources  are  shallow  private  wells. 

The  Company’s  Pumping  Station  has  been  recently  improved. 
Sewerage  and  Drainage. 

Two  new  branch  sewers  have  been  laid,  and  also  several  private  drains. 
House  refuse  is  collected  four  days  weekly,  and  is  disposed  of  at  a tip 
some  distance  away. 

Supervised  Premises. 

Slaughter-houses  have  been  inspected  frequently  and  found  in  a satis- 
factory condition. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops. — There  are  7 registered,  and  they 
have  been  frequently  visited  and  are  satisfactorily  kept. 

Common  Lodging-houses. — The  one  house  of  this  class  is  satisfactorily 
kept.  Externally  its  condition  is  bad. 

Bakehouses. — The  six  bakehouses  are  satisfactory  on  the  whole. 
Factories  and  Workshops. — No  defects,  other  than  minor  ones,  have  been 
found  during  the  year. 

Offensive  Trades. — None. 

Schools. 

Their  condition  is  satisfactory. 

Infectious  Disease 

The  Hospital  received  no  case  from  the  Urban  area  during  the  year. 


LEDBURY. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

J.  McKean  Harrison,  M.B.,  B.Cn. 


Area  (land  and  inland  water)  in  acres,  1911  Census 

...  r.. 

499 

Total  population,  191 1 Census 

... 

3,358 

Total  population,  1913  (estimated)  ...  

... 

3,380 

Deaths  registered  in  the  district  during  1913  ... 

...  ... 

58 

Nett  deaths  belonging  to  the  district  during  1913 

•••  ... 

48 

1913 

1912 

Nett  death-rate 

14.2 

11.4 

Infantile  mortality 

49 

43 

Birth-rate  ... 

23.9 

21.1 

The  Report  is  printed. 
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Physical  Features. 

The  town  supplies  a district  purely  rural,  and  there  are  no  factories 

Housing. 

It  varies  from  good  to  bad  ; but  a decided  improvement  has  occurre  I 
since  the  Housing  Act  came  into  force. 

There  is  a demand  for  good  houses  for  the  artisan  class. 

The  Council  have  a Housing  Scheme  under  consideration. 

Water  Supply. 

From  a well  in  the  limestone,  two  miles  from  Ledbury. 

It  has  proved  to  be  of  excellent  quality. 

Sewerage  and  Drainage. 

The  septic  tanks  at  Sewage  Farm  continue  to  work  satisfactorily. 

A large  number  of  old  houses  have  been  redrained  partially  or  entirely, 
and  also  many  privies  converted  to  water  closets. 

Supervised  Premises. 

Slaughter-houses. — They  are  found  on  inspection  to  be  in  as  good  a con- 
dition as  their  old  construction  will  permit. 

It  is  considered  that  a public  slaughter-house  for  the  town  is  highly 
desirable. 

Bakehouses. — These  are  kept  clean  and  their  general  sanitary  condition 
is  good.  None  are  underground. 

Dairies  and  Milkshops. — No  complaint  as  to  the  character  of  the  milk 
has  been  noted.  Veterinary  inspection  of  cows  is  strongly  recommended. 

The  four  Lodging-houses  in  the  town  are  satisfactorily  kept. 

Workshops. — The  sanitary  arrangements  are  in  order,  amd  all  are 
satisfactorily  kept. 

All  employ  not  more  than  12  hands,  and  only  one  sex  is  employed  in 
any  one  workshop. 

Schools. 

The  sanitary  arrangements  are  good. 

Infectious  Disease 

There  is  no  Infectious  Isolation  Hospital  in  the  district. 

An  account  of  work  performed  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  follows. 
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LEOMINSTER. 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 
Robert  Williams,  M.B.,  C.M. 


Area  (land  and  inland  water)  in  acres,  1911  Census 
Total  population,  1911  Census  ... 

Total  population,  1913  (estimated)  

Deaths  registered  in  the  district  during  1913  ... 
Nett  deaths  belonging  to  the  district  during  1913 

Nett  death-rate  

Infantile  mortality  

Birth-rate 

The  Report  is  printed. 
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8,728 

• ••• 

5,737 

• 

5,717 

• ••• 

56 

• ••• 

52 

1913 

1912 

9.0 

12.3 

88 

89 

21.6 

21.1 

Physical  Features. 

The  area  consists  of  the  Borough  proper  and  the  Out-parish. 

The  district  around  is  purely  agricultural,  and  the  only  trades  are  those 
incidental  to  such  a district. 


Housing. 

The  issuing  of  closing  orders  depends  on  having  new  cottages  to  take 
their  place. 

The  Council  are  building  a number  of  cottages. 

Defects  in  structure  are  common  and  some  overcrowding  occurs. 


Water  Supply, 

The  source  is  a deep  well  in  the  meadow  between  the  Rivers  Lugg  and 
Pinsley. 

The  supply  is  reported  as  satisfactory. 

' < 

The  out-parish  is  supplied  by  shallow  wells. 

Sewerage  and  Drainage. 

The  sewage  falls  into  the  River  Arrow. 

The  few  houses  unconnected  with  them  have  earth  closets  or  cesspools. 
In  the  Out-parish  closets,  cesspools  and  privies  exist. 

House  refuse  is  removed  daily. 

Supervised  Premises. 

The  Slaughter-houses  have  received  constant  attention,  and  their  con- 
dition is  satisfactory. 

Cowsheds. — The  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  Orders  are  in  force 

The  18  dairies  and  cowsheds  have  been  inspected  and  found  mainly  to 
be  in  good  order. 

Lodging-houses. — The  one  which  formerly  existed  has  been  closed. 
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Factories  and  Workshops. — Three  slight  defects  found  during  the  year 
were  promptly  remedied. 

Bakehouses. — There  are  14  and  they  are  regularly  inspected  and  are  iu 
good  condition. 

Offensive  Trades. — There  are  none 

Hop-Picking. — As  mostly  home  labour  is  utilised,  no  bye-laws  are  con 
sidered  necessary. 

Schools. 

They  are  in  a satisfactory  condition  and  have  their  water  supply  from 
the  town  mains. 

Infectious  Disease 

There  is  an  Isolation  Hospital  for  Small-pox  situated  in  the  Out-parish. 
No  other  Isolation  Hospital  has  been  provided. 

The  Report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  follows. 

ROSS. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  • 

A.  J.  Campbei.1,,  JI.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 

Area  (land  and  inland  water)  in  acres,  1911  Census  ' 

Total  population,  1911  Census  ... 

Total  population  (estimated)  1913  ...  ...  ...  ...  ^ 

Deaths  registered  in  the  district  during  1913  ... 

Nett  deaths  belonging  to  district  during  1913 

1913 

Nett  death-rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12.7 

Infantile  mortality  ...  ...  ..„  ...  ...  21 

Birth-rate 19.2 

The  Report  is  printed. 

Physical  Features. 

The  geological  formation  is  Old  Red  Sandstone,  and  the  subsoil 

Housing. 

There  is  great  need  for  better  house  accommodation  for  the  working 
classes. 

Considerable  progress  has  been  made  during  the  year. 

Water  Supply. 

It  is  derived  from  wells  in  the  Old  Red  Sandstone  and  supplies  practically 
the  whole  district. 

There  are  a few  private  wells  still  in  use. 

Sewerage  and  Drainage. 

The  sewerage  and  drainage  is  being  gradually  improved  and  the  old 
brick  sewers  are  being  gradually  replaced  by  modern  glazed  pipes.  The 
sewage  is  discharged  into  the  River  Wye  untreated. 

Regular  scavenging  is  carried  out  by  the  Council. 
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Supervised  Premises. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. — The  milk  supply  derived  from  local  farms  is 

satisfactory,  as  are  also  the  premises.  They  arc  regularly  inspected. 
Bakehouses. — The  condition  of  the  nine  bakehouses  is  satisfactory. 

Slaughter-houses. — The  slaughter-houses,  six  in  number,  have  been 
frequently  inspected. 

Their  condition,  including  the  drainage  and  water  supply,  is  on  the 

whole  good. 

Common  Lodging-houses. — No  action  was  found  necessary  during  the 
year.  There  are  four  registered  lodging-houses  in  the  town. 

Factories  and  Workshops. — Eighty  inspections  were  made.  Their  con- 
dition is  satisfactory. 

Offensive  Trades. — None.  . , 

Schools. 

These  are  well  constructed,  ventilated,  and  in  good  sanitary  order. 
Infectious  Disease 

The  town  is  still  without  an  Isolation  Hospital. 

There  is  no  disinfecting  apparatus  for  bedding,  etc. 
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II.  RURAL  DISTRICTS. 


BREDWARDINE. 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 
Thomas  E.  Hincks,  II. B.,  ChB. 


Area  (land  and  inland  water)  in  acres,  1911  Census 

... 

17,93* 

Total  population,  1911  Census  ... 

...  ... 

1,995 

Total  population,  1913  (estimated) 

... 

1,973 

Deaths  registered  in  the  district  during  1913  ... 

...  ... 

29 

Nett  deaths  belonging  to  district  during  1913 

... 

• 29 

1913 

1912 

Nett  death-rate 

14.6 

16.1 

Infantile  mortality 

100 

0.0 

Birth-rate  ... 

15.2 

18.6 

The  Report  is  printed. 


Physical  Features. 

The  district  is  on  the  western  border  of  the  county,  and  is  well  water.  2 
by  the  Wye. 

Agriculture  is  the  main  industry. 

Housing. 

The  accommodation  is  adequate,  and  in  the  main  satisfactory. 
Sewerage  and  Drainage. 

There  is  no  combined  system  of  drainage  in  the  district. 

Generally  speaking  privy  pits  prevail.  No  direct  pollution  of  the  V.  - 
is  traceable  to  the  district. 

Water  Supply. 

There  are  several  combined  supplies.  The  chief  sources  are  wells  ■>  '■  , 
springs,  and  are  satisfactory. 

Supervised  Premises. 

Workshops. — There  is  one  Factory  registered  in  the  district.  It  has  lx-:?: 
visited  from  time  to  time  and  found  in  a satisfactory  condition. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. — The  dairies  have  been  inspected  and  have  !<'~ 
found  clean  and  satisfactory. 

Slaughter-houses. — These  have  been  periodically  inspected. 

Common  Lodging-houses. — There  are  none. 

Schools. 

The  five  elementary  schools  in  the  district  are  in  a good  sanitary 
dition  and  have  adequate  water  supplies. 

Infectious  Diseases. 

Several  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  removed  to  the  Hay  I- 
Hospital  during  the  year. 
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BROMYARD. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  ; 

Herbert  Jones,  L.R.C.S.I.,  D.P.H. 

Area  (land  and  inland  water)  in  acres,  1911  Census  ' ...  ...  61,047 

Total  population,  1911  Census  ...  ...  ...  ...  7,931 

Total  population,  1913  (estimated)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7,861 

Deaths  registered  in  the  district  during  1913 105 

“ ett  deaths  belonging  to  district  during  1913  ...  ...  ...  104 

1913  1912 

Nett  death-rate  13.2  14.1 

Infantile  mortality  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  30  62 

Birth-rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  21.1  24.4 

The  Report  is  printed 
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Physical  Features,  etc. 

The  district  is  hilly. 

The  chief  geological  formation  is  Old  Red  Sandstone. 

The  principal  industry  is  agriculture. 

There  are  also  quarries  and  brickworks  and  to  a small  extent  glove 

making. 

Housing. 

There  is  no  crowding  on  area,  although  overcrowding  of  persons  in 
houses  is  occasionally  found. 

Dampness  is  common. 

There  is  a dearth  of  houses  in  many  parishes.  There  are  no  building 
bye-laws  in  force  in  the  district. 
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Sewerage  and  Drainage. 

No  general  system  of  drainage  exists  in  any  part  of  the  district. 
Most  of  the  cottages  have  privy  closets,  but  there  are  a few  pail  and  earth 
closets  in  use. 

Drains  from  cottages  cdmmonly  discharge  into  roadside  ditches. 

The  Council  does  not  undertake  the  removal  of  house  refuse. 

Water  Supply. 

Many  cottages  rely  upon  springs  or  dip  wells,  at  some  considerable 
distance  away,  for  their  supply  of  water. 

There  is  an  absence  of  pumps  in  may  parts. 

Supervised  Premises. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. — Except  in  a ‘few  instances,  actual  structural 
iterations  are  not  required.  The  main  defects,  it  is  pointed  out,  exist  in 
be  foldyard,  want  of  rain  gutters  and  in  the  over  accumulation  of  manure 
ose  to  the  buildings  ; also  in  the  want  of  cleanliness  in  cows  and  in  milking, 
is  considered  advisable  that  Regulations  under  the  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and 
■hlkshops  Orders  should  be  adopted. 

Slaughter-houses. — The  slaughter-houses,  three  in  number,  are  fairly 
'^tisfactory  and  fairly  well  constructed. 
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Blacksmiths  Shops. — Much  better  kept  than  formerly. 

Bakehouses. — The  public  bakehouses  are  well  kept  and  good  structu 
rally. 

Common  Lodging-houses  and  Offensive  Trades. — There  are  none  in  the 
district. 

Hop-pickers’  Quarters. — Bye-laws  for  the  control  of  such  are  not  in  force. 
The  general  condition  of  the  quarters  during  1913  was  not  considered 
to  be  much  better  than  in  1912. 

It  is  considered  highly  desirable  that  Bye-laws  be  adopted. 

Schools. 

Special  notice  is  taken  of  objectionable  privy  closets  at  several  schools. 
Permissive  Powers. 

The  Acts  not  adopted  and  bye-laws  not  made  are  detailed. 

A Report  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  is  given. 

DORE. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  ; 

Herbert  Jones,  E.R.C.S.I.,  D.P.H. 

Area  (land  and  inland  water)  in  acres,  1911  Census 
Total  population,  1911  Census  ...  ...  ...  *... 

Total  population,  1913  (estimated) 

Deaths  registered  in  the  district  during  1913  ... 

Nett  deaths  belonging  to  district  during  1913  ... 

1913 

Nett  death-rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13.5 

Infantile  mortality  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  29 

Birth-rate 21.4 

The  Report  is  printed. 

Physical  Features. 

The  most  prominent  hills  are  the  peaks  of  the  Black  Mountains,  whi-  h 
in  places  rise  to  over  2,000  feet.  It  is  well  watered. 

Geologically  the  formation  is  mainly  Old  Red  Sandstone,  and  for  the  most 
part  the  sub-soil  is  sandy. 

The  chief  industry  is  agriculture,  also  a few  works,  such  as  brick  works, 
chemical  works,  and  flour  mills. 

Housing. 

There  is  no  crowding  of  houses  on  area,  and  only  rarely  overcrowding 
of  persons  in  houses  Constant  repairs  are  necessary  to  keep  existing 
cottages  habitable. 

There  are  no  building  bye-laws  in  force  in  the  district. 

Sewerage  and  Drainage. 

There  is  combined  drainage  for  colonies  of  houses  in  several  places 
Otherwise  slop  water  drains  usually  discharged  into  ditches. 

The  conversion  of  the  old  privy  closets  into  earth  closets  is  kept  in  view 
No  scavenging  is  undertaken  by  the  Council. 
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Water  Supply. 

There  are  combined  supplies  in  several  parishes,  but  the  chief  sources 
jjc  wells  and  springs. 

It  is  considered  very  desirable  that  a supply  should  be  provided  to 
houses  on  Garway  Hill  and  to  other  houses  in  Orcop  parish. 

Supervised  Premises. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. — There  are  six  on  the  register  and  they  are  kept 
only  in  fair  condition. 

Regulations  for  such  are  in  force. 

The  Slaughter-houses,  five  in  number,  are  satisfactory  on  the  whole,  and 
well  kept. 

It  is  recommended  that  Urban  powers  be  applied  for  to  enable  such 
premises  to  be  registered  and  controlled  by  bye-laws. 

The  Bakehouses  are  fairly  satisfactory,  though  they  require  constant 
inspection. 

Common  Lodging-houses  and  Offensive  Trades. — There  are  none  in  the 
district. 

Schools. 

Mo  reference. 

Infectious  Disease 

There  is  no  Infectious  Hospital  suitable  for  the  district. 

The  Acts  and  bye-laws  which  have  not  been  adopted  are  detailed,  also 
an  account  of  the  work  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

HEREFORD. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  •' 

Herbert  Jones,  L.R.C.S.I.,  D.P.H. 

Area  (land  and  inland  water)  in  acres,  1911  Census  ... 

Total  population,  1911  Census 

Total  population,  1913  (estimated) 

Deaths  registered  in  the  district  during  1913 

Nett  deaths  belonging  to  the  district  during  1913  

1913 

Nett  death-rate  14.9 

Infantile  mortality  102 

Birth-rate 20.6 

The  Report  is  printed. 

Physical  Features. 

The  centre  of  the  district  is  low-lying. 

The  district  is  well  watered  and  the  geological  formation  is  Old  Red 
"indstone,  and  towards  the  rivers  the  sub-soil  is  generally  loam,  the  remainder 
-stly  marl  or  clay.  With  the  exception  of  tile  works  and  cider  works 
-he  district  is  agricultural. 
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Housing. 

There  is  no  crowding  of  houses  on  area  and  only  rarely  any  overcrowding 
of  persons  in  houses. 

Dampness  is  common  from  lack  of  good  eaves  gutters,  the  absence  of 
damp  courses,  and  other  defects  in  construction. 

There  is  a dearth  of  houses  in  some  parishes. 

Sewerage  and  Drainage. 

In  only  one  or  two  parts  of  the  district  are  there  combined  drainage 
systems. 

House  slop  drains  commonly  discharge  into  roadside  ditches. 

Privy  closets  are  the  rule,  but  in  a few  instances  there  are  pail  and  earth 
closets. 

The  Asylum  Authority  might  well  consider  the  advisability  of  utilising 
the  Corporation  sewers  which  are  now  only  half  a mile  distant. 

Water  Supply. 

At  two  or  three  places  in  the  district  there  is  a supply  conveyed  to  groups 
of  houses. 

The  supply  at  Little  Birch  is  very  inadequate,  and  a report  has  been 
presented  on  the  subject. 

Supervised  Premises. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. — Regulations  under  the  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and 
Milkshops  Orders  were  made  in  1905. 

Many  of  them  require  frequent  inspection.  Most  of  the  milk  produced 
is  consumed  in  Hereford. 

Some  is  sent  to  a distance. 

Slaughter-houses. — They  are  satisfactory  on  the  whole,  and  have  suffi- 
cient water  supplies. 

It  is  considered  that  Urban  powers  should  be  applied  for  to  enable  such 
premises  to  be  registered  and  controlled  by  bye-laws. 

Common  Lodging-hoilses  and  Offensive  Trades. — There  are  none  in  the 
district. 

Bakehouses. — They  are  structurally  good. 

Hop-pickers. — Bye-laws  regulating  the  housing  of  hop-picker^  are  in 
force  in  the  district. 

There  are  24  hop-yards  in  the  district,  in  which  foreign  pickers  are 
employed. 

The  quarters  provided  were  all  inspected  during  1913  and  reported  on 
to  the  Council. 

Tents  and  Vans. — Bye-laws  were  made  in  1912. 

. Schools. 

The  sanitary  condition  of  the  schools  is  considered  to  have  improved 
during  the  past  few  years. 

Several  have  still  attached  to  them  offensive  privies. 
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Isolation  Hospital. 

Negotiations  have  taken  place  between  the  District  Council  and  the 
Ledbury  Rural  and  Urban  District  Councils  wAh  a view  to  letting  out  beds 
to  the  latter  on  certain  terms. 

A note  on  the  Permissive  Powers  adopted  a.:d  not  adopted  by  the  Council 
follows.  There  is  also  a statement  of  work  carried  out  by  the  Sanitary 


Inspector. 

KINGTON. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

Richard  Harding,  L.R.C.r.,  L.F.P.S. 

Area  (land  and  inland  water)  in  acres,  191 1 Census  ...  ...  ...  44,031 

Total  population,  1911  Census 4,996 

Total  population,  1913  (estimated)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4,940 

Deaths  registered  in  the  district  during  1913  ...  ' ...  ...  ...  61 

Nett  deaths  belonging  to  district  during  1913  ...  ...  ...  71 

1913  1912 

Nett  death-rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14.4  15.0 

Infantile  mortality  119  48 

Birth-rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18.6  24  6 

The  Report  is  printed. 


Physical  Features. 

The  area  is  flat  to  undulatory,  and  has  the  characteristics  of  an  agri- 
cultural district,  with  only  three  or  four  compact  villages. 

Housing. 

There  is  a marked  inprovememt  in  the  housing  conditions. 

There  are  yet  too  many  cottages  of  the  old  type  and  of  poor  structure. 
In  some  parts  of  the  district  modern  cottages  for  labourers  are  required. 

Sewerage  and  Drainage. 

The  two  disposal  works  (broad  irrigation)  which  serve  the  two  village 
communities — Pembridge  and  Eardisley — in  the  district  continue  to  work 
satisfactorily. 

Water  Supply. 

• This  has  been  under  constant  observation. 

In  three  instances  the  supply  was  found  to  be  of  unsatisfactory  quality. 

Supervised  Premises. 

The  various  premises  calling  for  periodical  inspection  have  been  found 
in  a satisfactory  condition. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. — Constant  inspection  is  carried  out  as  to  dean 
liness  and  general  compliance  with  the  regulations. 

Workshops  and  Bakehouses. — They  have  been  inspected  frequently. 
Any  suggestions  made  are  readily  carried  out. 
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Slaughter-hours.  — Ckere  are  six  in  all.  There  are  no  bye  laws  for  their 
control,  but  little  uchuuty  has  arisen.  They  are  constantly  inspected  and 
are  at  present  satisaaory. 

Common  Lod?--:-he;uses. — The  only  one  in  the  district  is  well  kept. 
Some  small  stmmum  untTovements  have  been  called  for. 

Schools. 

The  sanitary  ccrtction  of  several  is  not  satisfactory. 

A detailed  repar.  jn  the  14  schools  is  given. 


Infectious  Disease 

One  case  was  sett  to  the  Joint  Hospital  from  the  Rural  District  during 
the  year. 


LEDBURY. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

2uX3ert  Jones,  L.R.C.S.I.,  D.P.H. 

Area  (land  and  iulml  vater)  in  acres,  1911  Census 
Total  population.  M Census  ... 

Total  population.  Ki  estimated) 

Deaths  registered  it  ±e  district  during  1913  ... 

Nett  deaths  beienrm:  to  the  district  during  1913 

1913 

Nett  death-rate  ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  13.4 

Infantile  mortality  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  94 

Birth-rate  ...  _ - 22.3 

The  Report  d -tufted. 
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82 
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Physical  Feature- 

There  are  mar*  nils  in  the  district,  the  highest  being  the  Malvern  Hills, 
which  rise  to  1.0  - -et 

The  geologies-  rmation  is  chiefly  Old  Red  Sandstone  ; in  the  west  it 
is  Silurian.  The  sci  s hay  with  a sub-soil  chiefly  of  bastard  limestone.  The 
chief  industry  is  aurmiture,  but  there  are  also  large  mineral  water  works, 
vinegar  works,  etc 

Housing. 

There  is  no  owerrowding  on  area  and  very  little  overcrowding  of  persons 
in  houses. 

Frequent  repair  ire  found  necessary  to  keep  them  habitable.  Cottages 
are  wanted  in  s cm  nrtshes. 

• A building  scums  has  been  sanctioned  for  Colwall. 


Sewerage  and  Dram^e. 

There  is  comhutt.  drainage  in  three  or  four  parishes.  Several  private 
houses  have  small  ustuflations. 

Earth  closets  an  being  much  more  adopted. 
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Water  Supply. 

The  Malvern  supply  is  now  available  for  the  parish  of  Colwall,  and  Mr. 
Ballard’s  supply  to  about  70  houses  in  Mid-Colwall  is  derived  from  a spring 
in  the  hill-side.  There  are  elsewhere  a few  combined  supplies. 

The  main  source  is  from  deep  and  shallow  wells. 

Supervised  Premises. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops. — Regulations  have  been  made  under 
the  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  Orders. 

Most  of  the  milk  is  sold  in  the  district,  a small  quantity,  however,  goes 
elsewhere. 

The  Slaughter-houses  are  in  fair  order.  Urban  Powers  have  been 
obtained  with  respect  to  the  control  of  such  premises. 

The  Bakehouses  are  well  kept. 

Cards  are  placed  in  each  with  respect  to  limewashing,  etc. 

Common  Lodging-houses  and  Offensive  Trades. — There  are  none  in  the 
district. 

Hop-pickers. — The  adoption  of  Bye-laws  is  strongly  urged. 

A special  Report  on  the  subject  has  been  presented. 

\ 

Infectious  Disease 

There  is  no  isolation  hospital  for  the  district. 

Negotiations  are  being  made  with  a view  to  retaining  beds  at  the 
Hereford  Rural  District  Hospital. 

Schools. 

Two  or  three  schools  have  no  water  supply  within  a considerable 
distance.  • < 

A section  on  Permissive  Powers  is  given,  and  also  a Report  by  the 
Sanitary  Inspector. 

LEOMINSTER. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  •' 

Herbert  Jo.ves,  L.R.C.S.I.,  D.P.H. 

Area  (land  and  inland  water)  in  acres,  1911  Census 

Total  population,  191 1 Census 

Total  population,  1913  (estimated)  

Deaths  registered  in  the  district  during  1913  ... 

Nett  deaths  belonging  to  district  during  1913 

1913 

Nett  death-rate  13.8 

Infantile  mortality  53 

Birth-rate ...  IS.  7 

The  Report  is  printed. 

Physical  Features. 

There  are  hills  in  the  district  rising  to  over  900  feeti 
The  geological' formation  is  mainly  Old  Red  Sandstone,  and  the 
<".iefly  clay.  Agriculture  is  almost  the  only  industry. 
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Housing. 

There  is  nowhere  any  crowding  of  houses  on  area  and  very  little 
crowding  of  persons  in  houses. 

Many  of  the  cottages  require  frequent  repair  to  keep  them  habitable 
Dampness  from  defects  in  construction  is  common. 

In  many  parishes  there  is  a want  of  cottages. 

Sewerage  and  Drainage. 

The  residential  houses  have  water  closets  with  either  cesspools,  land 
treatment,  or  direct  discharge  into  watercourses. 

Generally,  privies  prevail. 

7 

Water  Supply. 

In  one  or  two  instances  water  is  piped  from  neighbouring  hills  to 
groups  of  houses. 

Otherwise  the  supply  is  from  shallow  wells  on  the  premises  of  the 
inhabitants. 

Supervised  Premises. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. — Regulations  under  the  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and 
Milkshops  Orders  have  been  adopted  and  are  now  in  force.  A considerable 
quantity  of  the  milk  is  sent  outside  the  County. 

Slaughter-houses. — They  require  frequent  inspection.  Urban  powers 
have  been  granted  with  respect  to  these  premises. 

There  is  one  knacker’s  yard  in  the  district,  and  it  is  suitably  constructed 
Common  Lodging-houses. — There  are  none  in  the  district. 

Hop-pickers. — Bye-laws  for  the  decent  lodging  and  accommodation 
of  persons  engaged  in  the  picking  of  hops,  fruit  and  vegetables  are  now  in 
force. 

In  some  instances  special  buildings  are  provided  for  the  accommodation 
of  pickers. 

At  most  of  the  farms  outbuildings  are  in  use. 

Bakehouses. — A card  is  hung  up  in  each  giving  an  extract  from  the 
Factory  and  Workshops  Act,  1901,  ensuring  greater  cleanliness. 

Schools. 

In  some  of  the  schools  the  sanitary  conditions  are  excellent. 

Others  have  been  improved. 

Infectious  Disease 

There  is  no  Isolation  Hospital  available  for  the  district. 

A note  on  Permissive  Powers  follows,  and  an  account  of  the  work  done 
by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  is  given. 
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Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

A.  J.  Campbell,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 

Area  (land  and  inland  water)  in  acres,  1911  Census 
Total  population,  1911  Census  ... 

Total  population,  1913  (estimated)  

Deaths  registered  in  the  district  during  1913 

Nett  deaths  belonging  to  district  during  1913 


N’ctt  death-rate 

Infantile  mortality  

Birth-rate 

The  Report  is  printed. 

Geologically  the  district  is  mainly  Old  Red  Sandstone  with  a sub-soil  of 
red  marl  or  clay. 

Agriculture  is  the  chief  industry. 


... 

61,063 

... 

10,313 

... 

10,445 

... 

126 

... 

142 

1913 

1912 

13.5 

13.1 

74 

101 

19.2 

19.7 

Housing. 

Good  progress  is  being  made  toward  the  improvement  of  the  dwellings 
of  the  labouring  classes. 

In  cases  of  overcrowding  the  difficulty  is  to  find  suitable  dwellings. 


Sewerage  and  Drainage, 

There  are  few  public  sewers.  Excrement  and  house  refuse  is  disposed 
of  by  the  occupiers  of  houses. 

The  privy  and  pail  closet  system  is  mostly  found. 

Water  Supply. 

The  water  supply  of  the  district  is  very  various,  but  is  mostly  obtained 
from  wells  and  springs.  Where  contamination  has  occurred  it  has  alway 
been  quickly  remedied. 

Supervised  Premises. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. — These  premises  have  been  regularly  inspected. 
It  is  considered  that  the  greatest  danger  is  the  proximity  of  manure 
heaps  to  the  cowsheds. 

Lodging-houses  and  Offensive  Trades. — There  are  none  in  the  district. 

Slaughter-houses. — They  are  in  a fair  sanitary  condition.  No  bye-law 
• exists  for  their  control. 

Bakehouses. — The  bakehouses  in  the  district  are  generally  satisfactory. 

Workshops. — The  condition  of  the  workshops  and  work  places  were  found 
satisfactory  and  call  for  no  comment. 

Schools. 

The  Public  Elementary  Schools  are  mostly  in  a good  sanitary  con- 
dition, but  in  some  cases  the  arrangements  for  the  disposal  of  excrement 
and  the  water  supply  present  some  difficulties. 

Infectious  Disease. 

An  Isolation  Cottage  has  been  instituted  in  the  district. 


WEOBXEY. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 
Herbert  Joxes,  D.R.C.S.I , D.P.H. 


Area  (land  and  inland  water)  in  acres,  1911  Census- 

... 

49,727 

Total  population,  191 1 Census  ... 

... 

A,  699 

Total  population,  1913  (estimated) 

... 

6,647 

Deaths  registered  in  the  district  during  1913  ... 

... 

107 

Nett  deaths  belonging  to  district  during  1913 

... 

118 

1913 

1912 

Nett  death-rate  

17.7 

13.9 

Infantile  mortality 

111 

59 

Birth-rate  ... 

22.8 

23.2 

The  Report  is  printed. 


Physical  Features. 

The  district  is  hilly  with  many  streams  flowing  into  the  Arrow  and  TVye. 
The  geological  formation  is  Old  Red  Sandstone,  and  the  sub-soi!  is 
mostly  clay. 

Agriculture  is  practically  the  sole  industry. 

Housing. 

There  is  no  crowding  of  houses  on  area  and  only  rarely  of  persons  in 
houses. 

There  are  few  empty  houses,  and  there  is  need  for  new  cottages  in  several 
parishes. 

In  some  parts  they  are  on  the  border  line  between  being  habitable  and 
uninhabitable. 

Sewerage  and  Drainage. 

There  is  a combined  system  of  drainage  in  the  parish  of  Weobley. 
Elsewhere  the  drainage  discharges  into  roadside  ditches,  a practice 
which  should  be  discontinued. 

Earth  closets  are  on  the  increase. 

Water  Supply. 

There  is  a combined  water  supply  (by  stand  pipe)  in  Detton  parish. 
The  general  source  in  the  district  is  mostly  shallow  wells  of  the  dry 
steyned  type. 

It  is  considered  important  that  springs  and  dip  wells  by  the  roadside 
should  be  properly  protected  from  pollution. 

Supervised  Premises. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. — More  systematic  and  sustained  inspection  of 
cowsheds  is  recommended. 

No  milk  is  sent  out  of  the  district.  It  is  considered  very  desirable  that 
regulations  under  the  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  Orders  should  be 

adopted. 
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Slaughter-houses. — There  are  five  in  the  district,  and  are  kept  in  a fairly 

good  condition. 

Lodging-houses. — The  one  house  of  this  class,  situated  in  the  parish  of 
Wcobley,  is  better  kept  than  formerly,  but  there  is  still  room  for  improve- 
ment. Bve-laws  have  been  adopted. 

Bakehouses. — The  public  bakehouses  in  the  district  are  kept  cleaner  than 
formerly.  A card  is  placed  in  each  giving  regulations  as  to  limewashing. 
Hop-Dickers’  Quarters. — Bye  laws  for  the  regulation  of  such  are  in  force. 
It  is  considered  that  the  conditions  existing  were  an  improvement  on 
former  years. 

Schools. 

At  many  the  privy  closets  in  existence  should  be  abolished  and  ear  th 
closets  substituted  ; at  one  or  two  schools,  where  there  are  pail  closets,  ear  th. 
should  be  used. 


Infectious  Disease 

An  agreement  exists  between  the  Council  and  the  Hereford  Rural 
District  Council  for  the  isolation  of  cases  at  their  hospital  at  Stretton  Sugwas. 

A note  on  Permissive  Powers  and  an  account  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s 
work  are  given. 


WHITCHURCH. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  ; 

Lloyd  G.  Smith,  M.D. 

Area  (land  and  inland  water)  in  acres,  1911  Census 

Total  population,  1911  Census 

Total  population,  1913  (estimated)  

Deaths  registered  in  the  district  during  1913-  ... 

Nett  deaths  belonging  to  district  during  1913 

Nett  death-rate 
Infantile  mortality  ... 

Birth-rate 

The  Report  is  printed. 


• •• 

11,510 

... 

1,526 

... 

1,522 

... 

28 

• •• 

28 

1913 

1912 

18.3 

15.0 

54 

52 

24.3 

25.0 

Physical  Features. 

The  district  is  somewhat  hilly  (the  highest  being  Garway  Hill,  1,200  feet) 
w:th  sloping  surface  towards  the  Wye  and  Monnow. 

The  main  industry  is  agriculture. 

Housing. 

It  is  sufficient  for  the  population. 

Houses  are.  however,  allowed  to  get  out  of  repair. 

No  overcrowding  has  been  reported. 
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Sewerage  and  Drainage. 

Any  drains  found  defective  have  been  rectified. 

There  is  no  system  of  sewers  or  sewage  disposal  in  the  district. 
Sewage  disposal  is  mainly  by  means  of  earth  and  privy  closets,  with  pits 
which  are  cleaned  out  and  used  for  garden  purposes. 

Water  Supply. 

This  is  by  wells,  springs,  and  in  some  parts  from  streams. 

The  public  wells  and  springs  are  protected  and  no  case  of  pollution 
has  occurred. 

A Local  Government  Board  Enquiry  was  held  in  connection  with  the 
supply  at  Whitchurch,  and  it  was  decided  that  a water  supply  was  required. 
The  matter  is  still  under  consideration. 

The  millpond  at  Whitchurch  requires  cleaning  out  at  times. 

Supervised  Premises. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. — The  one  registered  milkshop  within  the  district 
is  satisfactory. 

No  defects  have  been  found  in  the  cowsheds  on  inspection. 
Slaughter-houses. — They  are  kept  clean  and  two  in  number.  The 
drainage  is  into  a pit,  and  neither  have  a water  supply. 

Workshops,  etc. — The  workshops  and  workplaces  in  the  district  are  in 
an  adequate  sanitary  condition. 

The  three  bakehouses  are  kept  in  a satisfactory  state. 

Common  Lodging-houses  and  Offensive  Trades. — There  are  none  in  the 
district. 

Schools. 

The  Public  Elementary  Schools  are  in  a sanitary  state. 

There  is  no  water  supply  at  Garway  School. 

Infectious  Disease 

The  methods  employed  following  notification  are  explained,  as  also  the 
use  of  disinfectants. 

No  hospital  accommodation  for  such  cases  exists  either  in  the  district 


or  outside  of  it. 

WIGMORE. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  ; 

• Lawder  T.  Whelan,  F.R.C.S.I. 

Area  (land  and  inland  water)  in  acres,  1911  Census  38,609 

Total  population,  1911  Census  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3,772 

Total  population,  1913  (estimated)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3,639 

Deaths  registered  in  the  district  during  1913 52 

Nett  deaths  belonging  to  district  during  1913  ...  ...  ...  57 

1913  1912 

Nett  death-rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15.4  14.9 

Infantile  mortality  107  53 

Birth-rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  22.7  19.9 

The  Report  is  printed. 
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Physical  Features. 

The  district  is  hilly,  some  parts  rising  to  nearly  1,000  feet,  and  is  well 
watered. 

Geologically  it  i3  mainly  of  limestone,  with  traces  of  freestone,  and  the 
sub-soil  is  chiefly  gravel. 

The  industries  are  almost  exclusively  agricultural. 

Housing. 

It  is  sufficient  for  the  needs  of  the  district,  but  in  some  parishes  the 
cottages  are  unsatisfactory. 

Many  houses  have  been  reported  upon  and  put  into  a sanitary  condition. 

Sewerage  and  Drainage. 

The  sewerage  systems  have  been  satisfactory. 

A suitable  refuse  tip  has  not  yet  been  provided  for  Leintwardine. 
Water  Supply. 

There  is  a want  of  a water  supply  at  the  village  of  Adforton  and  the 
adjacent  cottages. 

A scheme  is  under  consideration. 

Polluted  supplies  at  Shobdon  and  Brampton  Bryan  have  been  dealt 
with. 

Supervised  Premises. 

Workshops  and  Bakehouses. — These  have  been  frequently  inspected 
and  any  defect  found  has  been  remedied. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. — There  arc  two  milkshops  in  the  district  on  the 
register,  and  they  are  fairly  satisfactory  and  have  been  inspected  at 
different  times. 

No  milk  is  sent  out  of  the  area. 

Regulations  under  the  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  Orders  are  in 
force. 

Slaughter-houses. — The  four  slaughter-houses  in  the  district  are  fairly 
satisfactorily  kept,  but  are  not  well  constructed. 

Common  Lodging-houses. — Bye-laws  have  been  adopted  for  the  control 
of  such  premises. 

The  one  house  of  this  class  in  the  district  is  kept  in  a satisfactory  con- 
dition. ... 

Schools. 

Two  schools,  Burrington  and  Adforton.  are  still  badly  in  need  of  a water 
supply. 

Infectious  Disease 

There  is  no  Isolation  Hospital  accommodation  for  infectious  diseases 
other  than  Small-pox. 

Disinfection  is  carried  out  by  the  inspector  at  the  termination  of  the 
illness. 

A tabulated  report  of  work  performed  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  is  given, 
also  a note  on  Permissive  Powers. 
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Cancer.  ; 
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RURAL. 

Bredwardinc  

Bromyard 

Dore  

Hereford  

Kington  

Ledbury 

Leominster  

Ross  

Weobley  

Whitchurch  

Wigmore  

Totals  for  Urban  Areas 
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Bromyard 

Hereford  City  

Kington  

Ledbury  

Leominster  

Ross  ...  

NAMES 

OF  DISTRICTS. 

in 

tv 

O 

CO  — — 

y — -inio-t-tncc— • -J 

CUivlIi-  XCCiOO* 

c - iv  3:  ® a a a cn  os 
(cCvjaMsi-tt'ivie 

cn 

Oc 

C5 

00  cn 

cn  4*  oo  c to 
xtocDcnx*— 

05  X <D  — X 

Area  in  Acres 
(land  & inland  water). 
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Deaths  in  each  District  classified  according  to  ages.  (Tables  I.  and  III.  D.G.B.) 

Also  Area,  Population,  Birth  and  Death  Rates, ’etc. 
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Number  of  Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  r.  • 


Cases  Notified  in  each  Locality. 


Names  of 
Districts. 

Small-pox. 

Cholera. 

oi 

o 

Diptheria,  including 

Membranous  Croup. 

Erysipelas. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Typhus  Fever. 

Enteric  Fever. 

Relapsing  Fever. 

Continued  Fever. 
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... 

... 

i 

•Ross  

... 

1 
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... 
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3 
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•Dore  
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Hereford  
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...  3 
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Total 
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* No  Isolation  Hospital  Accommodation  available. 

Isolation  Hospital  Accommodation  available  for  Small-pos. 
j Twelve  of  these  cases  were  removed  to  the  Hereford  Rural  I 
^ The  Hereford  Rural  Isolation  Hospital  is  available,  by  urr- 
j|  Accomodated  in  the  Isolation  Ward  of  the  Ledbury  Worthed- 


-ct  and  the  number  removed  to  Hospital. 


r op  Cases  removed  to  Hospital  from  each  Locality. 
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Erysipelas. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Typhus  Fever. 
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Relapsing  Fever. 

Continued  Fever. 

Puerperal  Fever. 

Phthisis  (Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis). 

Other  forms  of 

Tuberculosis. 

Poliomyelitis. 

Plague. 

Totals. 
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'•*  to  Malvern  Urban  Hospital. 
- ‘Veobley  Rural  District. 
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Under  1 week. 
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2-3  weeks. 
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Small-pox  



1- 
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• •• 

... 

Chicken-pox 



... 

... 

... 

... 

. 

Measles 



... 

... 

# 

Scarlet  Fever  



... 

... 

Diptheria  and  Croup  



... 

... 

... 

. 

Whooping-cough 



... 

... 

Diarrhoea  

... 

Enteritis,  Muco-enteritis,  Gastro-enteritis 

... 

... 

... 

Gastritis  and  Gastro-intestinal  Catarrh  ... 

... 

... 

... 

Premature  birth  
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1 

1 

Congenital  Malformations  
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Injury  at  Birth  
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Atelectasis  
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* 1 

... 

Want  of  Breast  Milk  (starvation) 
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... 

... 

... 

Atrophy,  Debility,  Marasmus 
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Tubercular  Meningitis 
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Abdominal  Tuberculosis  
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Other  Tubercular  Diseases 
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Erysipelas  

...  ... 
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Syphilis , 
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Rickets ; 



... 

Meningitis  (non-tuberculous) 



... 

Convulsions  



... 

... 

... 
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Bronchitis  • 



... 

... 

Laryngitis  
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Pneumonia  (all  forms) 
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Suffocation  (overlaying)  



... 
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Other  Causes 
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Total  
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